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give them the prote&ien of laws, not nominally but really, 
pot the fhadow but the fubftance of Civil Rights, you 
Would waken in their minds a confcioufnefs of freedom 
which would only turn alike to their ruin and that of their 
matters. It is in vain to attempt to reconcile impoflibili- 
ties, freedom and flavery cannot be made to coalefce : in- 
ftead of being fatisfied with what fhou]d be granted, they 
would only more feel the want of what fhquld be with-held; the 
privileges which ftiould be extended to them would only ferve 
to render the galling and ignominious diftinftions under which 
they Ihould ftill be kept more irritating and vexatious; infurrec- 
tions would too foon follow, and the whole refult in one fcene of 
flaughtef and confufion. Look to the hiftory of paft infurrec- 
tions, and you will find thefe aflfertions confirmed by a&ual 
experience. Let Gentlemen recollect the immenfe difpropor- 
tion of the Blacks and Whites in our Iflands, and confider it 
in conjunction with the pofitions I have been laying dawn, and 
it is impoflible we can differ in the conclufion : but if fuch is 
fheir. prefent wretched and degraded ftate, furely there is no 
man who muft not long for that happy moment when they can '•* 
be refcued from it without danger:— a danger, which I grant 
iubfifts, and renders their ftate of degradation almoft as de- 
cenary for their own as for their matter's comfort and fecurity; 
but whence does this arife ? From the conftant influx of flaves 
from Africa ; who, torn from their home§ for ever, refenting 
the wrongs they have fuffered ; looking o.n their matters and 
on all around them not as friends and protestors, but as ene- 
mies and tyrants, are ever ready to rife and wreak their ven- 
geance on their injurious opprcfibrs. 

This was acknowledged long before I brought forward the 
Queftion of Abolition $ Mr. Long has argued at great length 
on the, danger of importing fuch numbers of Africans: "27,000 
flaves imported in % years ? and our importations are now ftill 
. greater, are alone fufficient to account fo>r muiinies, infurrec- 
tions, &c." and the rebellions in 1 76,5 and 6 h« ftates to have 
been occafioned by the imported natives of the Gold Coaft. 
This is not only Mr, . Long's doctrine, but that of every reafb- 
nable and obferving man. I met with a curious proof of it the 
other day in a pamphlet, lately published in Carolina by a plan- 
ner, who was endeavouring, not apparently actuated hy cac^v*4s» 
<*f juftice and humanity,, but. of oolvc^Vo ^^xv«saK. ^r. ^^s^%- 
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AG R EAT number of PETITIONS* were prefented, 
praying for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE 
TRADE. 

The Right Honourable H : Dundas prefented one from 
the Inhabitants of the City of Edinburgh, and Sir Watkin 
Lb wes one from the Livery of London in Common Hall 
aflembled. — Referred to the Committee on the Slave Trade. 

Mr. Wilberforce move 4 that all the Evidence given on 
this Trade be referred to the Committee.— Ordered. 

He then moved the Order of the Day, which was " for 
u the Houfe to refolve itfetif into a Committee of thje whole 
<* Houfe, to confider of the circumftances of the African 
«< Slave Trad*." 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee accordingly, 
Sir William Dolmen in the Chair; 

* The whole number of Petiaohs prefented to this Day, wu Fvh*. \£»»ks*.*> 
and Eight. 



(a.) 

Mr. WilberfOrce. — In entering on 'the great bufinefs of 
this cay, a bufinefs in itfelf of the fir ft importance, and 
which, afrer having folon^ occupied the minds of men, is at this 
moment the fubjeel of univerfal expectation and folicitude, it is 
natural to imagine that 1 muft feel no fmall degree of diffi- 
dencc ana apprehenfiort. It is, however, a fatisfaction to mc 
to reflect, that it will not be ncceffary for me to take up (o 
much of the time of the Houfe, as I have felt myfelf compelled 
to do on former occafions ; for befides that I might well be 
content to leave the tafk of enforcing the propofuion I (hall 
bring forward, to the greater abilities and more powerful elo- 
quence of thofe by whom I have the honour to be fupportedj 
the whole of this fubjeel has been already fo thoroughly in- 
veftigated ; every part of it has been fo canvafled and femi- 
nized, that it may be fufficient for me now merely to refer you 
to our paft difcuflions, and to fpare the Houfe and myfelf the 
pain of a laborious and minute detail. 

I have before had occafion to remark, that nothing has 
tended more to prevent the impartial and candid confideration of 
our argument?, than the indiscriminate cenfures which may have 
fometimes been really caft on the whole body of Weft Indians. 
There may have been thofe who, fuffering their paffions to 
hurry them to hafty and immature conclufions, have connected 
with the evils of the fyftem, the perfonal character of every 
individual embarked in it, as being clofely and infeparably af- 
fociated ; the charge rafhly brought has been indignantly 
repelled ; heat and acrimony have prevailed Wn both fides t 
reproaches and invectives have been mutually retorted* parties 
have been formed with all their confequent effects of prejudice, 
'and bitternefs* the Weft Indians in this ftate of things have 
grown incapable of liftening difpaflionately to the voice of 
reafon, and many perhaps of the very beft and molt benevo- 
lent amongft them have been the moft warm, becaufe moft 
confeious of the injuftice of the accufations they deemed caft 
on them, and refenting and fpurning at them with emotions of 
honeft difdain. 

The Houfe will do me the juftice to' recollect, whatever may 
have been faid to the contrary* that this is a language I have 
never held, nor have I been kept from it by motives of deco- 
rum or of perfonal civility ; it is a language to which in my 
beaU I have never aflented, and which has always appeared to 

me 






(3) 

me not only injudicious and impolitic, but contrary to truth and 
juftice, and to what abundant experience has taught us of the 
nature of the human mind : and I the rather make this decla- 
ration at the outfet of my fpeech, in order, that if in the courfe 
of what I (hall fay on a fubje& which cannot but excite the 
ftrongeft emotions in any man who is not dead to s the feelings 
of his nature, any over- warm or too general expreffions 
fhould efcape me, it may be underftood what are the cool deli- 
berate opinions of my mind* I wifh to fpeak the words of 
conciliation ; I wifh particularly to call on the Gentlemen 
of the Weft Indies to accompany me in my progrefs ; I call 
upon them to inveftigate with me fully and fairly the various 
evils arifing from the Slave Trade, and thofe evils efpecially, 
which belong to the Weft Indies* If I can but bring them to 
do fo, I am perfuaded we cannot differ in the refult : I cannot 
but believe that they will acknowledge the defects of their own 
fyftem, and deplore the evils with which it fo abounds ; for 
Sir, though I have acknowledged that there are many Owners 
of Slaves of benevolent tempers and generous hearts, who 
would be glad to ufe their abfolute power for purpofes of kind- 
nefs and beneficence, yet this muft not reconcile us to ,the 
fyftem of Weft Indian flavery itfelf, pregnant as it is with 
great and innumerable miferies. A Trajan and an Antoni- 
nus do not reconcile me to a defpotic monarchy ; we fhould 
diftinguiiti in thefe cafes between what belongs to the perfon 
and what belongs to the fyftem ; we fhould rejoice indeed in a 
fplendid exception to the ordinary character of tyrants ;, but 
not allow ourfelves to be thereby (educed into an approbation 
of tyranny. 

Yet even under a Trajan and an Antoninus the 
fatal effects of this fyftem were but too difcernible, though 
more flagrant and palpable under a Nero and a Caligula. An 
impartial Weft Indian, therefore, inftead of being incenfed by 
the franknefs of my inveftigation, fhould rather join me in it^ 
and aflift me in tracing the mifchiefs to their proper fource ; 
thefe will appear by no means greater thart'might be expected 
from considering the various circumftances of N the prefent 
cafe. It has been juftly remarked, that ariftocracy is a worfe 
form of government than monarchy, becaufe the people 
have been fubjecl: to many tyrants inftead of one ; 4>ut if this 
ke true, what {hall we fey to the prefent cafe, whcrc ^^^ 
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were enlarged on, and the dreadful (laughter which attended 
his invafion of a neighbouring kingdom. To fay nothing of 
the unfairnefs of extending to the whole of that vaft diftricl: 
from which we collect flaves, what at the utmoft was only 
proved of a finale kingdom, I muft own I was a little fhaken 
in my belief of the'reprefentacons of the ftate of this very 
kingdom itfelf, when I heard it faid by another Gentleman, 
{who though not favourable to the caufe to which I wifhed 
well, gave his evidence with a franknefs and fairnefs which 
did him great honour, I rriean Mr. Devaynes,) that the 
Dahomans were a very happy people. But how was I 
aftoni (hed, how did I admire the ftrange coincidence, when 
I found in t'.iis very king of Dahomey, the very fpecific 
inftance that had been required of me ; and that thefe very 
cruelties of his, in the conqueft of Whydah, on which fuch 
iirefs was laid, were committed by him in a war undertaken 
with the view of punching the adjacent nation for having 
ftolen away fome of his fubje&s, for the purpofe of felling 
them for Slaves. This curious anecdote was brought to my 
notice by a noble friend of mine, to whofe friendfhip on 
this, as on manv other occafions, I am greatly indebted : in his 
•valuable compilation * you will read the tranfa&ion at large ; 
and the reflection is very remarkable which the conduct of 
the king of Dahomey, in this inftance, extorted from an 
hiftorian, who though himfelf concerned in the Slave Trade, 
feems not to have loft all fenfe of its enormity. cc The 
king's actions carry great reputation, for by the deftru&ion of 
this Trade, he relinquifhed his own private interefts for the 
foke of publick juftice and humanity ; and I have a natural 
propznfity to wifh the king of Dahomey well, fince he has 
redeemed his countrymen from being fold as Slaves." 

But, Sir, the exciting of wars between neighbouring States 
is almoft the lighted: of the evils Africa is doomed to fuffer 
from the Slave Trade: it is indeed one of the greateft cala- 
mities to which we are liable in this more highly favoured 
quarter of the world, but it is a Luxury in Africa. Still 
more intolerable are thofe acts of outrage which we are con- 
tinually Jlimulating the Kings U commit on their own fub- 

* Lord Muncafter's Hiftorical Sketches of the Slave Trade, and ofits Effc£U 
im Africa, addrcflhd to the People of Great Britain. 
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€lt : thefe are (till lefs to be guarded againft, and the cruelty* 
r them is aggravated by the confideration that they are com- : 
lifted by thofe who, inftead of the defpoilers and ravagers, . 
ught to have been the Guardians and Protestors of their 
-'•ople. A Chieftain is in want of European commodities, 
id being too weak or too timid to attack his neighbours, he 
nds a party of foldiers by night to one of his own defence- 
fs villages ; they fet fire to it, they feize the miferable inhab- 
itants as they are efcaping from the flames, and hurry with • 
iem to the fliips of the Ghriftian Traders, wha, hovering 
( te vultures over thefe fcenes of carnage, are ever ready for 
ieir prey. Innumerable are the inftances of this kind to be • 
let with in the courfe of the evidence. Captain Wilfon, a 
entleman of unquestionable veracity and honor, few. armed 
arties going out to fcour the country for many fucceffive 
venings. You have in the Evidence more detailed ftories 
■f this kind, which cannot but affeft the hardeft heart. We * 

1 re told perpetually of villages half confumed, and bearing every ■ 
nark of recent deftru&ion ; and more than one of our wit- 

, lefles has been himfelf engaged in one of thefe very night ex* : 
•editions I have mentioned. Nor do we learn thefe trarlfa&ions * 
mly from our own witnefles, but they are proved by the tef- 
imony of Slave Fa&ors themielves, whofe works were written 
nd publifhed long before the prefent inquiry. But it is not 
oily by the Chieftains that thefe diforders are committed, 
though even from their attacks poverty itf rlf is no fecurity) 
;very one's hand is againft his neighbour : whitherfoever a 
nan goes, be it to the watering place, or to the field, or 
vherever elfe it may be, he is no where fafc ; . he never can * 
-uit his houfe without fear of being carried off by fraud or 
Dree ; and he dreads to come home again, left, on his return, 
e mould find his hut a heap of ruins, and his family torn 
way into perpetual exile. Diftruft and terror every where 
revail, and the whole country is one continued lcene of 
narchy and defolation. 

• But there is more yet behind ! It might naturally have been 
imagined that no means of procuring Slaves would be left 
tfireforted to; and accordingly the inventive genius of man, 
trained to the very utmoft in this purfuit, has made thi 
rdminiflration of juftice itfelf a fertile fource of fupply to thi^rf 
nhuman traffick. Every crime is punifhed by Slavery, r-^™ 
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fijfe aecufition* are perpetually brought in order to obtain- the 
price for which die party convided is to be fold ; fometimes 
t^e judges have a considerable part of this very price, and 
univerfelly fees on every trial. But it is needlefs to infift on 
the ads. of injuftice which* muft hence arife : if with all that 
weJuve done by fecuring the independence of judges, by the 
inftttutton of juries and by all our other legal machinery, 
we have not done too much to fecure the equitable adminL- 
flration of law in. this civilized' country, what muft be the 
comequence in Africa, where every man is ftimulated ta bring 
an a&ion againfkhis neighbour by the hope of obtaining part 
ofrthe price for which he will fell, and where he knows the 
Judge, who- is to prefide, has bimfelf an intereft in the con«- 
vj&too. In corroboration of thefe reafonings, we have again 
the teftimony of the Hiftorians of Africa ; and we may trace 
the^ laws, which were, originally mild, gradually growing 
more and more fevere, in proportion to the predominance of 
the Slave Trade. Mr. Moore, an author of credit, and 
himfelffcven years Fa&or to the African Company, fays, 
'< Since this Trade has been ufed, all punifhments are changed . 
'{into Slavery; there being an advantage in fuch condemna- 
tion, they ftrain the crimes very hard, in order to get the • 
u benefit of felling the criminal. Not only murder, theft, and 
a . adultery, are puniihed by felling the criminal for a Slave, but 
" every trifling crime is punifhed in the fame manner." This, 
an<J many other inftances of a fimilar fort, will be found in, 
the compilation I already alluded to* 

Nor do we leave it to the Natives of this devoted country, 
to commit merely on each other thefe ads. of. depredation !< 
Many; are the. afts of violence perpetrated immediately by the 
JRetrppians tbemfehes. Many, many are the inftances of this 
kind recorded in the courfe of our voluminous Evidence ; and 
if. there had been any doubt of the exiftence of fuch practices, 
they have been confirmed paft a doubt by fome late tranfa&ions 
which, much as I wifti to avoid detail, I feel it my duty . 
briefly to relate to the Committee ; the rather becaufe they 
are mafter-pieces in their kind, and furnifh a complete fpeci- 
men of die various enormities that attend this detefted 
fyftera. 

Same Gentlemen will perhaps, recollect, that in the year 
1789, 1 ftated to the Houfe a curious incident that had patted** 
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Jh- the neighbourhood of the River Gameroons, whence tW 
Mafter of a Liverpool ffiip-, of the name of Bibby, fraudu- 
lently carried off thirty-two relations of one of the Chiefs at 
the country, who had been put on board as pledges for goods. 
The enormity of the proceeding excited the utmoft indigna'-* 
tion in the Governor of one of our Weft India Iflands, whel 
complained of the outrage in the ftrongeft terms*, and" fpdke* 
in the language of z man who exprefled himfelf the more* 
vehemently from having long- fmothered his indignation* 
Scarce had this fcene pafled at the Gameroons, when another 
fiicceeded of a nature ftill more (hocking. Early iri the year 1 
*790* the Captain of an Englifli fliip, which had long.beert 1 
ty*ing in- that River, having already difpatdhed one cargo of 
Slaves, by an attendant veflel, to- the Weft Indies, happening' 
one day to fend two or three men -to getwat?r, a Black Slave} 
who was along with them, was feized by a native Trader on' 
the ground of the fhipY owing- him goods to' the value of sr 
Slave or twfc>< It cannot be 1 e*pe6fcd that- the Captains- or? 
Slave Ships will be men of peculiar mildnefs in relenting^ 
injuries : the revenge however of the Captain in this inftandtf* * 
Was really an effort of genius, and muft appear fbmewtiat 
Angular to Gentlemen lefs acquainted than myfelf with the' 
habits- of the Slave Trade. In the evening he called up thfer 
healthy part of his crew on deck, and prdered them to ftrip* 
and blacken their bodies all over, putting a piece of cloth 
round 1 their loins, that they might appear like the natives of 
the country. They (hewed fome backwardnefs ; but being, 
threatened to be (hot through the head if they refufed, they** 
reluftaritry complied. Thus* accoutred, and being armed with 
mufquets and cutlafies, the Captain himfelf, blackened like 1 
the reft, and breathing implacable revenge, led them forth* 
about midnight, to the execution of his purpofe. Tbeyfoon 
reached the dwelling of the unfortunate- Trader : they fired" 
upon his wretched family; three of hfi 1 children were iciltcd ' 
on the fpot ; the man and his wife weffc defperately wounded; 
the former died as they were dragging him down to ttfe boat, 
the hatter half an hour after flie was oh 1>oard the Ihip.— 
The. ftate of fociety in Africa is fuch as- to product univerlal 
watcbfiilnefs : the Trader had no fooncr heard the noife of a 
party of men at his door, than he beat his drurti : this, with 
the report, of the mufquets; ahrrned ths neigbbourhoixU *»AJft. 
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was with difficulty that the Captain and. his party efcaped to the 
(hip, feveral of them being feverely wounded, and one after- 
wards dying of the injury he had received. 

I do not know that there is any one part of this whole 
tranfa&ion more qurious than what I am next to relate, or 
that tends to prove more indifputably that fuch fcenes as 
I have been defcribing are confidered as common ordinary 
transitions. The Captain does not feem to have expe&- 
ed reprifals ; his trade appears to have fuffered no inter- 
ruption, and he continued there for feveral weeks after in 
a ftate of quiet and compofure. But, Sir, Africans are. 
men, and they have the feeling* of men. All this while 
the fire was not extinft, it only (lumbered, and was foon 
to break forth. In this part of the ftory alio there is 
much well worthy of notice. Several weeks afterwards, one 
of the Chieftains came on board to pay a friendly vifit, and. 
borrow fome cutlailes and mufquets, alleging the natural 
pretext, that he was going up into the country to make war, 
in order to get Slaves, and that the Captain fhould have 
half of the booty. The requeft was fo reafonable, that it 
could not be refufed : any lurking fufpicion that might have 
been entertained of his vifit's being hoftile was done away, 
and he was readily furnifhed with what he required : indeed it . 
Would have argued* the Captain's being very inattentive to the 
intereft of his employers if he had failed to comply with fo 
reafonable, fo cuftomary a requifitioji. Now, Sir, I dare fay, 
whatever credit Gentlemen may be difpofed to give me for 
the ground- work of the ftory, they conceive thefe at leaft are 
merely my own comments ! But aftonifhing as it may feem, 
this is aim oft in terms the Captain's own account. So dead . 
and callous does this trade render thofe who are • engaged in » 
it to every fentiment of perfonal danger and perfonal chara&er ; 
they have fo. forgotten the impreflions fuch {ranfa&ions muft . 
once have produced in themfelves ; and are fo loft to the fenfe 
of the feelings they muft ftill excite in others, that the Captain 
himfelf, in a Proteft he afterwards drew up on account of the 
lofs of the (hip, ftated, that the Chieftain came on board 
under pretence of borrowing fome, arms, as he was going up 
into the country to trade, and that he furnifhed him with. 
mufquets and cutlafTes, having often lent him arms before. 

He feems not to apprehend it pofiible, that. any other blame 

could 
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could attach On htm than that of an improvident expenditure , 
of ftores ; and with all the folicitude of a man intent to pre- 
ferve-his commercial character iinimpeached, he is only anxicfus 
to exculpate himfelf from this: imputation. Is it poffible for- 
anv thing to furnifli a more ftri king exemplification of the 
principles and nature and mode" of conducing the Slave 
Trade ? . The Chieftain and his party perceiving the general 
ftate of things favourable to their defign, (all the healthy part 
of the crew being abfent on fliore) and having thus put die 
Captain off his guard, fuddenly feized him, and threw him 
overboard, hauled him into their canoe, and hurried him to 
land'; where a party of the Natives, who had been lying in- 
ambufh for the purpofe, immediately furprifed that part of the 
crew I fpoke of. You doubtlefs expeft to be told that 
they were all forthwith murdered by thefe favage Africans i 
No fuch thing ; they only defired the Captain to give- them 
an order for goods on the veflel, with which he was obliged* 
to comply. Now then at leaft you are prepared to hear tnafc 
they proceeded to fatiate their revenge ; and if this might feem 
fomething like bad faith, confidering the ranfom had been 
paid, the Captain himfelf had fet them the example: for on 
the night before he had fallied forth in the execution of hi* 
bloody enterprife, he had drawn the black Chieftain on board 
by a friendly invitation, and had detained him as a pledge for 
his own fafety. But, Sir, thefe barbarians are not yet fo 
improved as qurfelves in cruelty and treachery: they fet the 
Captain and his men free without injury, and fent them back 
to tell the world how much the Natives of Africa <:ome be» 
bind us in fraud, and outdo us in humanity and honour. ' 
, There is nothing more ftriking to my own mind, (I do not 
know if.it may produce the fame impreffion on the Commit-* 
tee J than, the way in which this tranfa&ion came out. It was 
indeed on a trial in a Britifh Court of Juftice ! But was it orv 
a trial for piracy or murder ?— No, Sir : on a mere civil fuit § 
kiftituted for wages on die part of fome of the poor feamen^ 
who, fick and difabled, as I have before mentioned, (having, 
been obliged to quit the {hip, becaufe the Natives threatened 
to fet fire to her, and put them to death fcfter they had 
taken the Captain and healthy part of the crew,) were refufed 
by the owners this wretched compenfation for all thavt 4ftsifig§x , 
and fufferings.. Glad ami to foy the^ Ataiv^^\tKJ^%-V**^ 
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|be Committee will hear in flftod the whole of this tranrfa<ftion, 
which (hews (if any thing can <hew k) the dreadful nature of 
the Skive Trade ; its cruelty, its perfidy, its effe6ts on Africa, 
and on the minds of thofe who carry it on. But that to which 
I particularly wifh to point your attention, is the nature of 
the Chieftain's application coupled with the Captain's decla- 
ration that he had often given them fire-arms before : whence 
you may coiled, that the fe ravages are cuftomary things, the 
regular mode of doing bufinefs in the Slave Trade. Remem- 
ber too, that thefe tranfaftions were carrying on at the very 
time our inquiry was going forward, and whilft our Oppo* 
tyents witnefles were ftrenuoufly denying not only the adtual, 
but even the poflible, exiftence of any fuch depredations. 

There is however another inftance yet behind, which in 
feme refpe&s furpafle* in .enormity even that I have juft now 
ftated. Gentlemen may perhaps recoiled fome inftanccs in 
our Evidence wherein; when the Natives have perfifted in 
t&ing too much for their Slaves, a Captain has fired on their 
towns, and ufed other compulfory means to bring them down 
to more reafonable terms. If a few lives mould be loft in 
this mode of adjufting the bargain, it does not much fignify ; 
feuman life is appreciated but at a low rate in Africa. 

Now, Sir, it will aftonifh the Houfe to hear of a recent 
tjrama&ion of this fort, exceeding all the former in magnitude 
4$d pnormity. This happened no longer ago than laft Auguft, 
aft^r all our arguments and difcuflions, when, if evej^ you 
would think the Slave Captains would haye been on their good 
bthajriour. Six Britifh mips, three belonging^ to Liverpool, 
three .to Briftol, were anchored off the Town of Calabar. 
Gentlemen will recoiled the place,-— it was the fcene of a 
dreadful maflacre about twenty years before. The Captains 
tf thefe fix veflels thinking the Natives aflced too much for 
their Slaves, and having in vain endeavoured to prevail on 
fhem to moderate their conditions, held a confutation how 
tbey fhould proceed, and agreed to fire upon the town, unlefe 
their terms mould be complied with. They one evening 
notified their determination, and acquainted the Traders that 
if they fhould continue obftinate, they would put it in exe- 
cution the next morning. In this inftance they kept their word* 
They brought 66 guns to bear upon die Town, and fired on 
it for two or throe hours y not a finglc fhot was returned.— 
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A canot then oame off to oiler terms of accommodation, 
dating that much execution had been- done, which was indeed 
the lfcfs to be vtrondered, becaufe the guns had been pointed by old 
men-of-war feamen. How difhonourable an exercife of their 
/kill ! The parties ftill not agreeing, whirft the poor people, 
taking advantage of this ceflktion, were feen on all fides malt- 
ing their efcape into the woods, or paddling off in their 
£>eats, fbrtie one way, fome another, the firing recommenced; 
more damage was done, and the obftinate Natives were at 
length forced into fubmi/fion, There are no certain accounts 
of their lofs ; report faid 50 were killed $ but fome were aft. - 
terwards feen in the agonies of death, by thofe who were 
fent on fhore to buy Slaves, and others were lying badly 
wounded. The affair however ended, as it ought ; and I havfe 
* no doubt we may have the fatisfadion to think many of the 
'Liverpool and Briftol Owners are fome hundred pounds-trie 
richer for this tranfa&ion. One circumftance I muft add, which 
I had before omitted, though for my Country's fake I would 
gladly fupprefs it; and I recommend it in particular to thfe 
confideration of thofe who have urged it as an argument for 
our carrying on the Slave Trade, that it would be taken uj> 
by other nations if we were to defift from it. A French fhib 
was at the fame time in the Calabar River, the Captain ©V 
which could not be prevailed on, by the Britifh Captains, t6 
join in their enterprize.*— *He bought at the high price ; and 
they were obliged to fufpend their bloody purpofe until he had 
failed away with his cargo. Sir, it (hocks me more than all 
the reft to be obliged to fay, that I fear thefe matters are not 
altogether unknown at Briftol; and yet I hear thefe very 
Captains are furnjfhed with frefh births, as if they had railed 
their eftimation by this inftahce of their activity. Yes, Sir, 
at this very moment, whilft we are fitting here, and talking 
of Abolition, in contempt of our debates, in defiance of 
our inquiries^ nay, as if they thought hereby to recommend 
themfelves to the fan&ion and countenance of a Britifh Houfe 
of Commons. ■ Excufc my warmth j— it is impoffible for 
any one, who has the feelings of a man, not to lofe his temper 
in fpeakihg of fuch proceedings. The Houfe being here cla- 
morous for the name's, Mr. W. ftated them : The Thomas, 
of Briftol, Capt. Phillips; Wafp, of ditto, Capt. HutchenCotv^ 
Recovery, of ditto, Capt. Kimber % *tofc \^v&a^cfc^v*«- 
1kh>1, Captain Houfton -, the Betfe^ * «ax<*> ^^^^ 
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the Amwhree, of ditto, Capt. , I *m not quite ce 

tain of the name, but I believe Captain lee. 

I think, Sir, I have already laid enough to the charge 
this detefted traffic, yet believe me if.i were fo difpoft 
1 could add much more of a fimilar nature ; but I will p; 
it over, juft only fuggefting one new topic on which I mig 
enlarge, that I mean, of our fia'tn'tttg the Cnmmerael Htnc 
.af Great Britain, by defcending to every petty fraud in C 
dealings with the Natives. 

But not to take up any more of your time on this p; 
Af the Subject, I mull pafs on to another, which origins 
-Article my mind as being more horrid than all the re 
• wr.d which 1 think ftill retains its fuperioiity; I mean t 
filiation of the Slaves on board fhip, or what is comma 
-ly called the Middle Paffagt. I will fpare the Committ. 
however, the detail of all- thofc perfections in cruelty whi 
.it exhibits : but two or three inftances I muft mention, \ 
.caufe they are of a recent date, and ftill more becaufefh 
will tend to convince thofe who are inclined rather to regul; 
than aboiifh the Slave Trade, that fo long as it is fufTcred 
.exift, the evils of the Middle Paflage muft txjft alio, thou, 
,in re.ipect of them, more than any other clafs, regulation mig 
have been deemed effectual. We were told, t rememb* 
in .an early ftage of our inquiry, that formerly indeed t 
-Negroes were but ill accommodated during their conveyam 
and perhaps there was now and then a considerable m or tali 
but fuch had been the improvements of late yeais, that th 
were now quite comfortable and happy. Yet it was no long 
ago than in the year 1768, that Mr. Ifaac Wilfon, whofe t 
tellige.'.t and candid manner of giving his evidence, could r 
but imprefs the Committee with a high opinion of him, w 
doomed to witnefs fcenes as deeply difrrefling as aim oft ei 
occurred in the annals of the Slave Trade. • I will not co 
,-demn the Committee to Men to the particulars of his drea 
-ful tale, but forthe p relent will content myfelf with pointi 
your attention to the mortality. His fhip was a veffel of ■■? 
tons, and fbe had on board 602 Slaves, a number grca 
-than we at prefent allow, but rather lefs I think, than wl 
was aliened by. the Slave Merchants to be neceilary in ore 
; to carry on their trade to any tolerable profit. Out of th 
j6oa flw.loft 155. I will mention the. mortality alio of thi 
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or four more veflels which were in company with her, an^ 
belonged- to the fame owner. One of them bought 450", 
.and buried 2CO ; another bought 466, and buried 73 ; • ano- 
ther bought 546, and buried 158; betides 155 from his 
own (hip, his number being 602 j and from the whole four 
-after the landing of their Cargoes there died 220. He fell 
in \vith anoiher veflel which loft 362, the number (he had 
bought was not fpecificd. To thefe adual deaths during and 
immediately after the voyage, add the fubfequent lofs in what 
is Called the feafoning, and confider that this lofs would be 
jrrea'er than ordinary in Cargoes landed ia (b fickly a flat?. 
•Why, Sir, were fuch a mortality general, it would in a few 
months depopulate the earth. Ws afked the Surgeon the 
caufes of thefe exceflive lofles, particularly .on board his own 
i(hip, where he had it in his power to ascertain them; the fub- 
itance of his reply was this: — that moft of the. Slaves ap- 
peared to labour under a fixed dejection and melancholy ^ 
interrupted now and then by lamentations and' plaintive foftgs, 
expreffive of their concern for the lofs of their relations 
.and friends, and native country. So powerfully did this ope- 
rate,, that many attempted various ways of destroying- them- 
felves ; fome endeavoured to drown themfelves, and three 
actually effected it; others obftinately rcfufed to take fufte. 
! nance, and when the whip and other violent means -were 
.ufed to compel them to eat, they looked up in the face of the 
-officer who unwillingly executed this painful talk, and faid in 
their own language " prefently we fhali be no more/' Their 
ftate of mind produced a general languor and debility, which 
were incieafed in many in fiances by an unconquerable abftir 
neoce from food, arifing partly from ficki^f^ partly, to ufe 
•the language of Slave Captains, from x * fulkinefs.?' The!e 
icaufes naturally produced the ilux, the contagion fpread, num- 
bers were daily carried off, and the diforder aided by fo n>any 
•powerful auxiliaries refitted a 1 the force of medicine. . And 
it is worth while to remark, that thefe grievous fufTerings ap- 
pear, to have been in no degree owing either to want of care 
•pn the part of the owner, or to any negligence. orharQinefs of 
:the Captain. When Mr. Wilfon was queftioned if the (hip 
was well fitted ; as well, fays he, as moft veflels are, and the 
Crew and Slaves as well treated as in moft (hips; and he 
afterwards fpeaks of his Captain in ft\\l 'ficroo^jst XKwas^ 
being a man of tenderness and Wm&uvty* .-^ 
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r Tbeffip in which Mr. Ckxtan the Surgeon failed, fince the 
Xegutattng Ad, afforded a repetition of all the fame horrid 
«ircumftances I have before alluded to* Suicide, in various 
urays, was attempted and efFe&ed, and the fame barbarous 
expedients were retorted to, in. order to compel them to con* 
tinue an exiftence to© painful to be endured : the mortality 
ahb was as great. And yet here alfo it appears to have been in 
no degree the fault of the Captain, who is represented as having 
lelt foi the .Slaves in their wretcned fituation. If fuch was the 
ftate of things under Captains who had ftill the feelings of their 
nature, what muft it be under thofe of a contrary deicription ? 
It would be a cufious fpeculation to confider what would be 
the conduct towards his Cargo of fuch a man as one of the fix 
3 lately fpoke of: it would be curious to trace fuch an one in 
idea through all the opportunities the Middle Paflage would 
afford him of difplaying the predominant features of his 
chara&er. 

Unhappily, Sir, it is not left for us here to form our 
own Conjectures ! Of the conduct of one of them at leaft, 
I have heard incidents which furpifs all my imagination 
could have conceived. One of theih I would relate, if it 
mre not almoft too Chocking for defcription ; and yet I feel 
it my duty, in the fituation in which I (land, not to fuffer 
xnyfeif to pay too much attention to what has been well 
called fqueamifhnefs on the part of the Committee. If it be too 
bad for me to recite, or for you to hear, it was not thought 
loo bad for one of thofe unhappy creatures to fuffer, of whom I 
itave this night the honour to be the Advocate. There was 
a poor girl on board, about fifteen years of age, who had 
unfortunately contracted a diforder, which produced efte£hs 
that rendered her a peculiar obje& of com m iteration. In this 
fituation the poor girl being quite naked, bent down in a 
looping pofture, wifhtng out of modefty to conceal her infii*. 
mtty : the Captain ordered her to walk upright, and when (he 
could not, or would not obey, he hoifted her up, naked as (he 
Was, by the wrifts, with her feet a little diftalnee from the 
deck; and whilft fhe there hung, a fpe&acle to the whole 
crew, he flogged her with a whip with his own hands. He 
then hung her up in a fimilar way by both legs, and laftly by 
fine leg; till at length having thus txhaufted the efforts of his 
lavage invention? he relcafed her from her torments. The poor 



( *7 ) 

unhappy young woman never took heart again; what with the 
pain, and what with the (bme {he faltered, (he tell into con- 
vulsions, and died within three days. — The perion who related 
th:s iatt to me is a proteffional -man, who is ready to declare it 
upon his oath. He has related to me other a£ts of barbarity 
nearly as atrocious ; .and yet* will be Httie furprifed to hear, thai 
the cruelties or this wretch were not confined to Slaves alone, 
but that the bailors came in for their {hare. Mr. Wilber force 
being called upon for the name of the Captain, laid, Captain 
&imber is the «nai} who performed thele feats, the Com*- 
roander or one of the lix lhips in the afFair or Calabar.— 
Think only that thefe things palled but a few months ago, 
and here top, as I have betare had occafion to remark, yoa 
will observe that this was at the very moment of ottr inquiry 
and diiieuiiion ; and yet even then they could not, though but 
for a ftioft interval, fuipend their work of cruelty, but pur- 
Cued it more daringly and defperately than ever. And £o wiM 
it ever be whilft you employ loch Agents as the Slave Trade 
either finds or makes : you will in vain endeavour to pre- 
vent the effects of thofe ferocious difpotitions which this lavage 
ty-af&ck too commonly creates; till your regulations can 
counteract the force of habit, and change ihe nature of the 
human mind, they will here be of no avail, 
' Nor, as you mult have already collected, can they have all that 
effect which has fometimes been fuppoied even in preventing the 
mortality. 1 do not, indeed, deny that the Regulating Act hat 
leffened this mortality, but not iiv the degree in which it is 
generally imagined ; and even in the laft year i know the deaths 
mihipboard will be found to have been between 10 and 1 1 per 
cent on the whole number that was exported. — in truth, yott 
cannot reach the caufe of this mortality by >11 your Regula- 
tions.-— Until you can cure a broken he^rt, until you can 
kgUlate for the affections, and bind by your ltatutes tne 
paffions and feelings of the mind, you will in vain inf here 
deviling rules and orders: your labour will be but in vain: 
you cannot make thete poor creatures live againft their will : • 
in fpite of all you can do they will elude your Regulations \ 
they will mock your Ordinances ; and triumph, as they hav* 
already cone, in efcaping out of your hands. 

O, Sir \ are not thefe things too bad to be any longer 

eadured? I cannot but penuate taskK ifcax ^mmw«"^. 

^^ r J Vst-»sA 



But if not facrificed, the flave?, if we were to refcfe tor 
buy them, would be deftro)ed.— To this after t ion alfo we cam 
©ppofe not only the reafon of the thing, but abundant!, com- 
plete, indifputable teftimony: in- fad nothing can be more 
ridiculous than the grounds on which it ha* been aflertedi 
that the refuted- Slaves are deftroyed or facrificed; I will men- 
tion to the Committee a fingle initance or t*o as- a fpecimen< 
of the reft ; it is to be found in the evtd.-nce of Capt< Frazer. 
I was curious to difcover how a perfon declared to be in ge- 
neral a man- of an amiable tamper, could* reconcile it to' his; 
principles and feelings to carry on the Slave Trade : The* 
folution was- furnifhed me when I found that he had im- 
bibed this notion of the unhappy fate of the refuted Slavesi 
Confidertng that- he himfclf* told us of other modes wherein* 
they .were difpofed of in various places, I thought him & little 
unreasonable in this opinion: however, he frankly gave us- 
the grounds of it : I muft beg the Committee- to h^r tbem 
in his- own words :— U I had a Cabenda boy with me as a* 
44 linguiir, who informed me, one evening, that a Slave, whom * 
44 I would not purchafe, was- put to death in the following 
cc manner : — the owner of this Slave who came from the in* 
"land country, as I was informed, called the traders and i 
44 fifhermen together under a large tree. He told them that; 
44 the Slave whom- the White Man would not buy, had run* 
u ' away from him feveral times in his own country. He ac- 
^ cufed him of difhonefty. He declared that by the cuftorn* 
44 of that country, every man that met a runaway Slave wasi 
44 ~ obliged to bring him back to his matter, for which thcr 
44 matter was; obliged to pay him. He faid that this* Slave run 
44 away three times- from him : that, he paid more for bring*- • 
44 ing. him back than he was worth : that he derived no be- 
44 nefit from his labour: that h« had offered him to a White* 
4V Man, who refufed to purchafe hirrv at the price he aikedc 
44 that he was determined to put him to death to prevent thQi 
cc neceility of paying any more for bringing him back, and* 
^ as an example to the reit of his Slaves.'* 

He there recites the particulars of the mode wherein thte • 
owner proceeded to the execution of his purpoie But carf- 
any thing be more unfair than to urge this as a proof that/ 
refufed Slaves in general are put to death ? It feems ahnoft 
as if the owner of this boy had been on his guard to prevent- 

the 
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thepoffibility of foch a conftruftion: he docs not acllike* 
man who thinks he may take away the- life of his Slave on the; 
mere impulfe of his own caprice, but he is felicitous not tar 
ljibjedt, himfelf to fuch an imputation; he is anxious to jus- 
tify himfelf to the furrounding natives, who might ©therwifc 
relent his conduct ; he accordingly convenes them for that 
purpofe, and explains at large the grounds of hi* proceed- 
ing* Another inftance is mentioned by Captain Fra^cr*/ 
wherein a fucking child was about to be put to death* if lwr 
had not humanely refcued it by the offer of a jug of brandy. 
But he has himfelf furnifhed you with an explanation of At$ % 
incident ; and on reading a little farther you find that k was 
the «hild of a woman who had been purchafed the fame day 
by another Captain* Captain Frazer carried the child' on* 
board and reftored it to its mother, who went on her kneeSt, 
and ki (fed his feet, - 

But leaving this topick of the maflacre of refufed. Slaves, it* 
is added by the fame votaries of humanity, that the general: 
ftate of things in Africa is fuch, that the Slave Trade cannot' 
reader it worfe ; that it is kindnefs to the inhabitants of that 
country to take them out of it« In ihort, that inftead of be- 
ing the worft enemies as I have (rated, we have been in fcfifr 
the benefactors of the Africans* This is a part of the fub- 
je£r, on which very miftaken notions have prevailed, and I' 
beg leave to read certain extracts I have made with relation tar 
it; they are many of them fele&ed from the publication of 
my noble friend which I before referred to* 

Fromthefe it will appear that the ftate of things in Africa- 
is by no means fo barbarous as has been reprefented, and that' 
the fituation of thofe who are in the condition of Slaves; 
thernfelves, is in no degree a ftate of hardfhip and degrada- 
tion. K Axim, fays Bofman, is cultivated, and abounds 
with numerous large and beautiful villages ; its inhabitants 
are induftrioufly- employed in trade, fjfhing, ' or agriculture ; 
they export- rice to all the Gold Coaft" — u there is a great- 
number of fine populous villages on the River- Ancobar"— 
* The inhabitants of Adorn always expofe large quantities 
of corn, &c. to fale, beftdes what they want for their own ufe:** 
4 < The people of Acron feldom or never go to war; they 
hufhand their time and grounds fo well that every year pro- 
duces a plentiful harveft." Speaking of the Gold Coafl^kc 
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6ys, <c their moft artful works arc the gold anfl filver ba£-' 
bands they make for us, the thread and contexture of which 
is fo fine that I queftion whether our European artifts would ' 
not be put to it to imitate them ; and indeed if they could*: 
and were no better paid than the Negroes, they would be 
obliged to live on dry bread." — u The people of Fida are fo 
(trongly bent on trade and agriculture, that they never think 
of war." — Speaking of the Fetu country, he fays, cc fre-r 
tjuently when walking through it, I have feen it abound 
with one well-built and populous towns, agreeably enriched 
with vaft quantities of corn and cattle, palm wine and oil. 
The inhabitants all apply themfelves without diftin&ion to 
agriculture : fome fow corn, others prefs oil, and draw wine: 
from the pjalm trees/* 

I will now read from the evidence certain extracts de- 
fcriptive of the ftate of Slaves in Africa; and from thefe. 
it will appear whether even their fituation is fuch a one 
as to give them much reafon to envy the condition of their » 
brethren, who have been carried to the Weft Indies. 
u The Slaves are well fed, their labour is not conftant, and 
there is no driver in Senegal and Gambia." — " Domeftick . 
Slaves have all the advantages of free men." — < c Born Slaves 
cannot be fold but for a crime on trial by their own clan." 
—And, again, " domefticks are not fold by their mafters but 
for. enormous crimes, and after trial by their own clan." 
u Many (laves in Africa are not eafily diftinguifhed from, 
their mafters." — u Slaves are treated well and familiarly at 
Angola."—" On the continent of Africa Slaves are few in 
number, they are treated well, eat with their mafters, work , 
along with fhem, and are well clothed." — ct The Slaves of . 
perfons in Africa are treated by them as Europeans treat: 
people of their own family ;" and not to multiply extracts - 
unneceflarily, I will only add on this head the declaration of 
a witnefs, who informs us, that though " Blacks in Africa, 
have faid they were Slaves, he never cjifcovered jhis from, 
their treatment." 

I cannot diimifs this branch of the fubjedt without begg- 
ing, the Committee to attend to fome few farther extracts 
from authors of credit, which fuggeft how far Africa has 
benefited from her connection with Europeans. They fliall m 
be but few, for were I difpofed to multiply them, there woiUd. 

be 
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be no end of my labour. I will pafs over many I had fele&ed, 
for the purpofe of ftating them to the Houfe, which refpe& the 
practices of breaking up villages, and of depredations both of 
the Whites on the Blacks, and of the Blacks on each other, % 
encouraged and flimulated by the Europeans ; but I muft 
beg leave to read to the Committee a few which fpeak of 
the exertions of our active benevolence in inciting them to 
War, and of the effeft of the Slave Trade upon the criminal . 
law and the adminiftration of juftice. ' From thefe laft it will 
appear how far we can pretend with any decency, that by our 
humane interference we had refcued their convi&s fro.n the 
barbarous feverity of their fanguinary lawsj and introduced 
a milder fyftem of criminal jurifprudence. 

Smith, who was fept out by* the Royal African Company, 
in 1726, affures us, that " the difcerning natives account it 
their greateft unhappinefs that they were ever vifited by the 
Europeans. They fay that we Chriftians introduced the 
traffick of Slaves, and that before our coming they lived in 
peace. But, fay they, cl it is obfervable wherever Chriftianity 
comes, there come with it a fword, a gun, powder, and ball." 

" The Europeans," fays Brue, u are far from defiring to a£l 
as peace -makers among them. It would be too contrary to 
their interefts ; for the only objeft of their wafs is to carry 
off Slaves, and as thefe form the principal part of their traffick, - 
they would be apprehenfive of drying up ths fourceof it, were 
they to encourage the people to live well together." — " The 
neighbourhood of the Darnel and Tin keep them perpetually 
at war, the benefit of which accrues to the Company, who 
buy all the priibners made on either fide, and the more there 
are to fell, the greater is their profit \ for the only end of 
their armaments is to make captives to fell them to the White 
Traders." 

Artus of Dantzick fays, that in his time a thofe liable to 
pay fines were baniflied until the fine was paidj when they 
returned to their houfes and poffeflions." 

Bofman affirms, that '" the puni foment for adultery is by 
fine; the fine among the common people is 4, 5, or 6 pounds, 
and among the rich nv re, perhaps 100L or iool. he has 
heard of fines of 5,0001." — u The punifhment for theft on the 
Gold CoaFc is by fine."-—" Trie greateft crimes at.Whydah 
are generally cotriptfnfated by money." Speaking of tk\s. G.<^ , 
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Coaft, he fays> " Nobody is here fined above his ability, unleft 
by an accumulation of crimes he hath given occafion there- 
to, and then he is fent into Slavery." — At Benin he informs 
us, that " theft is puniftied by reftitution and fine, and if the 
thief is poor, after the reftitution of the goods, if in his power, 
he is very well beaten." 

Moore, who refided feven years on the Coaft, as Fa&or to 
the Company, fays, " fince this Trade has been ufed, all pu- 
nifliments have been changed into Slavery; there being an» 
advantage in fuch condemnation, they {train the crimes 
very hard in order to get the benefit of felling the criminal. 
Not only murder, theft, and adultery, are punifhed by felling 
the criminal for a Slave, but every trifling crime is punifhed 
in the fame manner." 

Atkins, fpeaking of adultery and theft, fays, " Trade has 
fo infected them with covetouihefs and fraud, that the Chiefs 
will put fnares both for the one and'the other, driving at the 
profit, and not at the puniihment of a crime." 

Loyer affirms, that " the King of Sain on the leaft pretence 
fells his fubje&s for European goods. He is fo tyrannically 
fevere, that he makes a whole village refponfibk for the faults 
of one inhabitant, and on the leaft offence fells them all for 
Slaves." 

Such, Sir, are the teftimonies that have been borne, not 
by perfons whom I have fumironed, not by friends to the 
Abolition, but by men who were, many of them, themfelves 
engaged in the Slave Trade. Many, many more I could 
add of the fame kind, but thefe are abundantly fufficient to 
refute the unfounded aflertions of thefe pretended advocates 
for humanity. But in truth were they even to make good 
their aflertions, they would in. my mind little mend their 
Caufe : were it ever fo true, as it is moil ralfe, that you 
made them happier by taking them away, this would give 
you no right to take them againft their will. 

I have fometimes been reproached with my extravagant hu- 
manity. But I may now repel the accufation, and for myfelf 
declare, asl have faid before, that I reft this queftion not on 
the ground of humanity, but of Religion and Justice. 
It has fometimes alfo been imputed to me, that I am actuated 
by a fpirit of fanaticifm and bigotry ; but I beg it may here be 
observed, that it is on tny opponents and not on me- that thefe 

charges 
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charges may be fairly urged : their's arc the very principles oil 
which have been refted the grofTeft fyftems of bigotry and 
fuperftition that ever ciifgraced the annals of mankind. On what 
other principles was it that Mahomet fent forth his Muffil'nen 
to ravage the world? Was it not thefe that lighted the fires 
of the inquifition ? Have not both thefe fyftems been founded 
on the notion of your having a right to violate the laws of 
juftice, for the purpofes of humanity ? Did they not both % 
plead that they were promoting the eternal happinefs of man* 
kind ; and that their proceedings were therefore to be juf- 
tified on the dictates of true and enlarged benevolence ? But 
the religion I profefs is of another nature ; it teaches me firft 
to do juftice, and next to love mercy; not that the claims of 
thefe two will ever be really found to be jarring and incon*- 
fiftcnt ; When you obey the laws of God, when you attend 
to the claims of juftice, you will then alfo be ft coafuk and 
mod advance the happinefs of mankind. This is true, this 
is enlarged benevolence ; and of this it may be affirmed in 
the unparalleled language of a great writer, a that her feat 
" is the bofom of God, her voice the harmony of the world : 
" all things in heaven a#d earth do her homage, the very 
" leaft as feeling her care, the greateit as not exempted 
<c from her influence : both angels and men, and every other 
cc creature, though each in different fort and order, yet all 
" with uniform confent, admiring her as the mother of their 
cc peace and joy." 

I fhall next touch for a moment on a ground whereon 
our opponents, driven as they are from place to place 
in queft of argument, have often attempted to take their 
ftand : that I mean of other nations being likely to carry on 
the Slave Trade if we were to abandon it; on which the 
conclufion is then refted, that if fo, however wicked, how- 
ever cruel it is, we might as well carry it on ourfelves. 
Admitting the fuppofition to be juft, the inference that is 
drawn from it was To completely expofed laft year by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman oppofite to me, taat it can 
hardly be neceflary for me now to fay a f) liable on thefubjedt. 
I will therefore pnly repeat what I have declared on former 
occafipns, that I have no doubt if we were to abolifh the 
Slave Trade, other nations would follow our example. 

C 2 "^a* 
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Nor can any thing be more unreafonable than For Gentle- 
men to urge againft the probability of this event, that 
the nations in queftion, fo far from abolifhing, have even 
lately paffed edi&s, and granted bounties for the encourage- 
ment of the Trade. If for four or five years we have been 
carrying on a laborious inveftigation into its nature and cir- 
cumftances; if after developing its genuine character, and 
afcertaining its dreadful effects, we ftill hang back and hefi- 
tate, was it fair to expeft, as I argued on a former occafion, 
that the nations in queftion fhould relinquifh the Trade with- 
out inquiry, little acquainted as they muft be fuppofed to be 
with its accumulated horrors, and even confirmed by our 
delay in the idea of their having been exaggerated ? And is it 
juft to infer, that they will continue in the commiffion of 
thefe crimes knowingly, becaufe they have hitherto done it 
. ignorantly ? In faft, air, an incident that has lately happened 
in a neighbouring kingdom, tends to confirm this very rea- 
soning, and it fhould encourage the friends of Abolition to 
find that their generous efforts have already produced fome 
effect. Denmark has confented to abolifh the Slave Trade 
in 10 years. Dreadful indeed is .the idea of tolerating for a 
moment, much more .for fo long a term, fuch a fyftem of 
wickednefs ; but let it be faid in excufe for Denmark, that fhe 
kaew but little of its enormity in comparifon with us, and 
that fhe alfo with fome what more colour of reafoning, if the 
argument can in any cafe be endured, may allege that the 
number of Slaves fhe takes off was fo fmall, that her going 
out of the trade would make no real difference in the number 
exported from Africa. But can we fay this, who carry ofF 
almoft $s many as all the reft of Europe put together ? There 
is in fa& no nation in the world by which this argument may 
not be ufed with more decency than by ourfelves. 

But miferable as this pretext is, I am afraid it will be found 
on a clofer inquiry that we have no right to avail ourfelves of 
it : let us afk ourfelves honeftly, if we a& like thofe who are 
really influenced by this confideration. If we were fincere in our 
profeflions, we fhould furely labour to convince the nations 
of Europe of the enormities of the Slave Trade, and ftrive to 
prevail on them to defift from it; whereas we do the very re- 
verfe, we fan&ion it by our example, we pufh it to an un- 
paralleled extent, and furnifh them with this very argument, 

which 



( 37 ) 

which if they accept, the Slave Trade can never be abolifhed 
at all. But there are fome perfons who adopt a ftill bolder 
language, ahd who declare without referve, that religion and 
juftice, and humanity command the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, but that they muft oppofe the meafure becaufe it is 
inconfiftent with the national intereft. I truft and believe 
no fuch argument will be ufed this night $ for what is it 
but to eftablifh a competition between God and Mammon/ 
and to adjudge the preference to the latter ? what but to de- 
throne the moral Governor of the world, and to fall down 
and worfhip the Idol of Intereft ? What a manifefto were 
this to the furrounding nations ; What a leflbn to our. own 
people! Come then ye Nations of the Earth,* and learn a. 
new Code of Morality from the Parliament of Great Britain, 
We have difcarded our old prejudices ; we have difcovered 
that religion and juftice, and humanity, are mere rant and 
rhapfody ! Why, Sir, thefe are principles which Epicurus 

< would have rejected for their impiety, and Machiavel and 
Borgia would have difclaimed as too infamous for avowal, and 
too injurious to the general happinefs of mankind. If God 
in his anger would punifh us for this formal renunciation of 
his authority, what feverer vengeance could he inflict than 
our fucceifsful propagation of thefe accurfed maxims ? Con- 
sider what effects would follow from their univerfal preva- 
lence ; what fcenes fliould we foon behold around us : in pu-r 
blick affairs, breach of faith, and anarchy and bloodfhed ; in 
private life, fraud and diftruft, and perfidy, and whatever can 
degrade the human character, and poifqn the comforts of fecial 
and domeftick intercourfe. Men muft retire to caves and 
deferts, and withdraw from a world become too bad to be - 
endured. 

If it be, however, our formal determination thus to fur- 
render ourfelvesj without referve, to the domination of hard, 
unfeeling avarice ; if we do refolve thus tq fell ourfelves for 
gain, let it not, at leaft, be for fuch a gain as this, fo minute, 
fo dubious, which the abjeft and belt informed men in the 
kingdom declare to you to be an injurious, rather than a 
beneficial poffeffion 5 let 14s atchieve feme clearly profitable 

.villany, fome mafter-ftroke of wickednefs ; 'we fliall then at 
leaft be juftified on our own principles : but in this inftanco 
you incur the utmoft guilt in purfuft of the ftnalteft ^cAtdrRs. 
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quefHonaWe profit, and difcredit not your hearts only, but 
your understandings. And if ever there were a feafon when 
we ihould leaft of all act on this principle, it is the prefent 
dzy of our unexampled profperity : (hall we chufe this very 
nioment, when wc arc enjoying fo much from the bounty of 
Providence, for openly trampling its laws under our feet, and 
pouring contempt on its molt .authoritative injunctions ? 
Why, Sir, if there wtrrc one of tie brute creation, who, be- 
in£ himfelf pampered to the full, were thus to make his hapr 
pinefs coniiic in vexing and perfecuting thofe weaker animals 
whom his ftrength enabled him to injure with impunity, we 
fhould drive it from us as too bad to be domefticated by 
mankind. Oh Sir ! let us fpare a fmal! part of our full cup 
of happnefs, in order to give comfort and joy to thoufands 
upon thoufands uf our fellow creatures who are now groan-?- 
in£ under oppreffion and wretchednefs. Nay you are not even 
called upon in this inftance to give up any thing you enjoy \ 
but here you may do good by wholefale, and at no expence ; 
y>u may enrich others and be yourfelves no poorer. Surely it 
is cqnfiderations like thefe, it is the defire of ceafing from 
the gu It of abufing the bounty of Heaven, and a fenfe of 
_ the obligation they are under "to communicate to others the 
bappinefs they themfelvcs enjoy, that has caufed the people of 
Great Britain to ftep forward on this occafion, and exprefs 
their fe rife more generally and unequivocally than in any in- 
ftance wherein they have ever before interfered. I ihould in 
vain attempt to exprefs to you the faiisfaction with which it 
nas filled my mind, to fee fo great and glorious a concurrence, 
to fee this great caufe triumphing over all leffer diftindtions, 
and furlftituting cordiality and harmony in the place of diftruft 
and opposition : nor have its effects amon^ft ourfelves been in 
this reipect lefs diftinguifhed or lefs honourable; it has raifed 
the character of Parliament. Whatever may have been 
thought enr faid concerning the unreftrained prevalehcy of our 
political divffions, it has taught furrounding nations, it has 
taught our admiring country, that there are fubjedts (till be* 
yond the reach of party ; there is a point of elevation where 
Jve get ahove the jarring of the difcordant elements that ruf- 
fle and agitate the vale below: in our ordinary atmofphere, 
douds and vapours obfeure the air v and we are the fport of a 
thoukuid conflicting winds and adverfe currents ; but here, 

we 
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We move in a higher region, where all is pure and clear and 
ferene, free from perturbation and difcompofure : 

As" fome tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale and midway leaves the ftorm ; 
Tho' round its breaft the rolling clouds are fpread, 
Eternal funfhine fettles on its head. 

Here then, on this auguft eminence, let us build the tem- 
ple of benevolence ; let us lay its foundation deep, in truth 
and juftice, and let the infcription on its gates be u Peace and 
good Will towards men." Here let us offer the firft fruit of 
our profperity ; here let us devote ourfelves to the fervice of 
thefe wretched mjen, and go forth burning with a generous 
ardor to compenfate, if poflible, for the injuries we have hi- 
therto brought on them : Let us heal the breaches we have 
made : Let us rejoice in becoming the happy inftruments of 
arrefting the progrefs of rapine and defolation, and of in- 
troducing into that immenfe country the bleflings of chrifti- 
anity, the comforts of civilized, and the fweets of ibcial life. 
I am perfuaded, Sir, there is no man who hears me who \ 
would not join with me in hailing the arrival of this happy 
period ; who does not feel his mind cheered and folaced by 
the contemplation of thefe delightful fcenes. The firft ftep 
towards realizing them, muft be to agree with me this night in 
the motion I mean to bring forward. 

But it has been fometimes faid, thefe are all idle and illu- 
five expeftations ; the Africans are unconquerably favage ; 
all attempts to civilize them muft be in vain. Whatever, 
I might have thought of the argument itfelf, I fliould have 

fiven thofe who urged it, more credit for their fmcerity, if 
had found them afting like men who were convinced of its 
truth: but furely, it argues their diftruft of its validity, when 
you fee them not merely abftaining themfelves from attempt 
ing the civilization of Africa, but, even obftru&ing and 
oppofing others who are engaged in the profecution of 
this benevolent defign. It is with fhame and humiliation, 
I remind the Committee of the refiftance that was made to 
an honourable friend of mine, when he brought forward a 
meafure for eftablifhing one little fettlement in Africa, where- 
in the natives, fecure from the ravages of the Slave Trade, 
might cultivate the ground in peace j where we m\^vt voftx- 
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tute a bloodlefs traffic in the produ&ions o5the foil, infteid of 
this wicked commerce in the flelh and blood of our fellow 
creatures. Ifow was he thwarted in the exercife of his bene- 
volence i Petitions poured in from the African Traders, the 
whole ftate of things was changed, and the natives, wno had 
• been before defcribed as being To infuperably indolent, that it 
was impoflible to prevail on them to work,, were now ftated 
to be an induftrious people, who ftirnilhed the African (hips 
with rice and other provifions in great quantities, and at rea- 
fonable rates. 

But, Sir, thefe inconfiftencies and coMtradi&ions were 
not wanted to convince any reafonable man, that there 
was no foundation for the opinion, that it was impoflible 
to civilize the continent of Africa. After having fo long 
troubled the Houfe, I dare not enter into the wide field it 
would be neceflary for us to inveftigate, in order to the com- 
plete di feu flion of this argument : 1 may do it hereafter, if it 
be required of me ; mean while, I will only remark, that 
there are no inftances of barbarifm amongft the Africans, for 
which we may not find a parallel in the hiftory of our own an- 
cestors. In raft, Sir, this argument when traced to its foun- 
dation, will be found to bottom on the opinion, that the Ne- 
groes are not of the human fpecies : this is now, I hope and 
bciieve, an exploded idea; but let it never be forgotten, that 
nons was originally contended for with more (hamelefs obfti- 
riacy, and I now mentipn it the rather, becaufe I am per- 
suaded that the Slave Trade can find no other refting place. 
And, give me leave to fay, that the advocates for this inhu- 
man traffic, adied more honeftly, and fairly, and openly 
whilft they took their ftand here, than they do now in conti- 
nuing to contend after they have been forced to abandon the 
premifes. Oh ! Sir, for their own happinefs it were to have 
been wifhed, that thefe poor creatures had not been pofieffed 
of human feelings ! but they have {hewn the contrary, by 
ifen thoufand different proofs. They are confefTed to be, in 
their own country, remarkably hofpitable and kind. What do 
they not feel on being feparated from their friends and connec- 
tions and native country ? Witnefs their arts- of fuicide on 
fhip board, and that expedient which is provided in the very 
cdnftru&ion of a Slave fhip, to prevent their terminating an 
exigence, become too painful to be endured. Their attach- 
*'* " ment 
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rnent to their mafters, when kindly treated, is acknowledged 
by our opponents," and a thoufand other proofs might be ad- 
duced of their poffefling all the beft feelings of our nature. 
No, Sir ; it is we, that muft confefs ourfelves deficient 
in tendernefs. From thefe dcfpifed beings, whom we would 
degrade to the level of the brute creation, let us difcover 
what it is to have human feelings; let us learn from them the 
myftery of companion, and borrow the fympathies of a nature 
fuperior in fenfibility to our own. 

I muft fay a word or two concerning the terms of my mo- 
tion, which differs a little from that of laft year. Gentlemen 
may concur with me in my vote who approve of a bill for de- 
ferring the period of Abolition. My conviction of the 
mdifpenfable neceflity of immediately Hopping this trade re- 
mains however as ftrong and unfhaken as ever ; / can admjt . 
of no compromife, and will avail myfelf of any oppor- 
tunity of at once deftroying this fyftem of iniquity. I am fure 
too, that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade is 
to be juftified on the principles of 'found policy. Let it not 
be thought, Sir, cither of my Right Honourable Friend, 
who fits near me, or of myfelf, that it was for our 
own fakes that we went into that minute detail,' and 
thofe laborious calculations ; from a fenfe of duty we conde- 
scended to fuch ignoble drudgery, but we appealed ourfelves 
to more fimple and more exalted principles : where the com- 
mands of juftice and humanity are fo imperious, I krlow not 
how to admit of parley or of compromife. Let thofe who 
talk of allowing three or four years to the continuance of the 
Slave Trade, think of the disgraceful fcenes that parted laft 
year. For myfelf, however, I will wafh rny hands of the 
blood that would be {pilled in this horrid interval : I will 
proteft againft its being granted, as the moft flagrant violation 
of every principle of juftice and humanity. I cannot but be- 
lieve, that the hour is at length come, when we fhall put a 
final period to the exiftence of this unchriftian traffic : but if 
in this fond expectation, I mould be unhappily miftaken, be 
afliired, Sir, J never will defert the caufe, but to the laft mo- 
ment of my life, I will exert my utmoft powers in the fervice 
of that unhappy country. In truth, if I were not to perfeverc. 
I muft be dead to every generous emotion that can actuate, 
and ftimulate the mind of man. Can a noble obKfc&vefcKre&A 
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or the confcioufhefs of an honourable office ? What object fo 
noble as this of relieving the miferies of thoufands upon thou- 
fands of our fellow creatures; introducing chriftianity and ci * 
vilization to a fourth part of the habitable globe ? 1 am, in* 
deed, confcious of the honourable nature qf the office I have 
undertaken, and grateful to God for having permitted me to 
take the lead in the communication of fuch extended bleflings. 
My taflc is one in which it is impoffible to tire ; my work 
repays itfelf^ it fills my mind with complacency and pCace. 
Hie down with it at night with compofure, and rife to it in 
the morning with alacrity. If it obliges me to be converfant 
with fcenes of wretchednefs, this is but like vifiting an hof- 
pital from motives of humanity, where your own feelings re- 
pay you for the painyou undergo. No Sir, no ; I never will 
delift from this blefled work ; but I cannot help perfuading 
myfelf, that there will be no call for my perfeverance ; I will 
not allow myfelf to doubt about the ifTue, and cheerfully wait 
the event of your decifion. 

Mr. Wilberforce then moved. 

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the trade 
carried on by Britifh fubjefts, for the purpofe of obtaining 
Slaves on the coaft of A r rica, ous:ht to be abolifhed-" 

Were this motion carried, Mr. W ilberforce gave notice 
that he intended to follow it up by another. 

" That the Chairman be directed to move the Houfe for 
leave to bring in a bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade." 



Mr. Baillie. — It is upon the certainty of meeting with 
every fpecies of indulgence that is ufualiy granted, by this Ho- 
nourable Houfe, to all its new Members, that I mufter confidence 
fufficient to offer my humble opinion uponrthe prefent queftion ; 
a queftion, Sir, of the greateft importance that ever came be- 
fore Parliament, novel and fpeculative in its nature, and fup- 
ported by fome of the greateft orators who have ever appeared 
within the walls ofthis Houfe. There is no man living enter- 
tains a more indifferent opinion of his own abilities than I do; 
and I feel mod ienfibly, and with great mortification, the in- 
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fufficiency of my power?, when brought into companion with 
the brilliant parts of the Honourable Gentlemen with whom I 
have to contend. However, Sir, being very particularly fitu- 
ated as Agent to one of the moft valuable of our Iflands, having 
pafled the moft active part of my life in the Weft Indies, hav- . 
ing in the Britifh Weft India Iflands a confiderable property, 
both in land and Negroes, and being at the fame time as much 
intereftcd in the general welfare and profpsrity of the trade, the 
manufacture?, and the navigation of Great Britain, as any 
Gentleman in the prefent Parliament, I flatter myfelf that this 
Honourable Houfe will not confider my interference as impro- 
per ; efpecially, Sir, when I can afture the Honourable Com~< 
mittee, that I confider the prefent Queftion as involving in its 
confequences a confiderable proportion of the trade and naviga- 
tion of Great Britain, and the very exiftence of thofe valuable 
Weft India Colonies, which have been eftabli/hed by this 
country for upwards of a century, nouriihed, cherifhed, and 
fupported, under various A£ts of Parliament, and at the ex- 
pence of a very furious and weighty outlay of money. I will 
not, Sir, at this early ft age of my argument, make any ob- 
fcrvations upon the defcription of people who have fo very 
eagerly, and with fo much zeal and induftry, propagated and 
brought forward this unfortunate and impolitic Queftion i I will 
content myfelf by obferving, that they have very artfully placed 
the management of the bufinefs in the hands of an Honourable 
Gentleman, refpe£table in his Character, and amiable in his 
manners, and for whofe private virtues no man entertains a 
greater value than I do. This Gentleman, Sir, is the known 
and avowed friend and favourite of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman who fo very ably, and f > worthily prefides at the 
head of the Adminiftration of this country. His arguments, 
upon a farmer occafion, operated upon the Minister's mind, 
and at the fame time extended their effects to the mind of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who makes fo very confpicuous 
a figure upon the oppofite fide of the Houfe. There is neither 
in or out of Parliament, Sir, a man who is a greater admirer of 
the incomparable and brilliant abilities of thefe Right Honour- 
- able Gentlemen, than I am ; I confider them, Sir, as orna- 
ments to this Houfe, and ornaments to their country ; but 
however I may be difpofed to bow, with all due fubmiifton, to 
their opinions upon other occafions, yet upon the otcCci&q^&n&ri 
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I differ from them moft'effentially : I mean, Sir, I differ from 
the opinions they gave upon the former inveftigation of the 
queftion; for, from the circumftances that have occurred in 
the Hiftory of the Weftern World, fmce the clofe of the laft 
Seffion of Parliament, I flatter myfelf that they are now made 
fully fenfible of the evil and dangerous tendency of the meafure. 
However, Sir, to come to the Right Honourable Gentlemen 
in a Minifterial capacity, I do maintain, without meaning any 
perfonal offence whatever, that the part they a&ed, upon the 
Queftion's being debated jn Parliament laft year, was unex- 
pected, very unbecoming their high characters, and not at all 
confiftent with the principles up©n which, in fay humble opi- 
nion, great Statefmen ought to a<5t. 

I conceive it, Sir, to be the indifpenfible duty of men in high 
foliations, and who are, or may be, intrufted with the lead of 
public affairs, to confider the general intereft of the State, and 
of individuals, with a moft fcrupulous and attentive eye, and to 
fee that the good policy of the country, and the good under - 
ftandino; that has Ions: fubfifted betwixt Government and our 
fubje&s in our diftant Colonies, under the fan&ion and protec- 
tion of various Afts of the Parliament of Great Britain, fhould 
not be broken in upon by fuch a wild, fuch an impra£t c^ble, 
and fuch a vifionary fcheme, as the prefent queftion for abolifh- 
ing the African Slave Trade. I flattered myfelf, Mr.Cba ; i man, 
that the friends and promoters of the Abolition would have eon- 
tented themfelves with the mifchiefs that had already arifen, in 
confequence of the agitation of that unfortunate meafure 5 and 
that the fanguinary difpofition of a certain defcription of people, 
would have been fully fatiated with the innocent blood that has 
already been fpilt : but, alas ! Sir, that is not likely to be the 
Cafe ; many of them have been known and heard to exult at the 
calamities we daily read of, fo that in all probability, the mif- 
chief is only done in part, and it requires the total defolation 
and deftrudtion of the Weft India Colonies of Great Britain to 
. complete the melancholy fcene. I have in my hand, Mr. 
Chairman, a fmall pamphlet, printed and publifhed by order of 
the Weft India Planters and Merchants, for the ufe and infor- 
mation "of the Members of both Houfes of Parliament ; it con- 
tains, Sir, the fpeech of the Deputies of St. Domingo to the 
National Aflembly of France, and alfo the fpeech of M, 
Boftrand, the l^te Minifter of the Marine, to the faid 
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Affembly, upon the infurre&ion of the Negroes in that ifland. 
If, Sir, the deftru&ion of the moft extenfive and moft va- 
luable colony in the world, the maffacre of its inhabitants* 
the ravifljing ot the moft beautiful part of the creation in a 
manner hitherto unknown arid unheard of, and the unnatural 
, murder of fathers, by the hands of their own children, are 
fufficient to operate upon the feelings of humanity, there is 
not, 1 am perfuaded, a Gentleman in this Houfe, who 
can withftand the mock; but to me, who have a perfonal 
knowledge of the theatre of thefe dreadful fcenes, and who 
(though an Englifliman, and at St, Domimgo in the very glo- 
rious and fuccefsful war thatwas carried on, under theaufpices 
of that great and immortal StatefmanLordChatham) received dif- 
tinguiftied marks of kindnefs and hofpitalityfrom many of thole 
families, who by the late melancholy events have been tranfmit- 
ted to oblivion, they are doubly afflicting ; and when I bring 
to my recollection, that the caufes of all thefe calamities 
have originated in Great Britain, I am overwhelmed with for- 
row. The ifland of St. Domingo, Mr. Chairman, is as large 
as the kingdom of England. In the year 1789, the imports 
into the colony from France, exceeded three millions fterling, 
exclufive of near thirtv thoufand Negroes, which at a very mo- 
derate valuation, may be eftimated at two millions fterling more: 
the exports from the colony, in the fame year, amounted in va- 
lue to fix millions fterlihg, and their trade gave employment 
to three hundred thoufand tons of Clipping, and thirty thoufand 
feamen. Thefe circumftances, I take the liberty of men- 
tioning to the Honourable Houfe, as a confirmation of the teiH- 
mony I gave before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
when fitting on the Slave Trade in the year 1 790. In my evi- 
dence on that occafion, I believe, Sir, I gave it as my opinion, 
that the African and Weft India trade of France generally em- 
ployed betwixt forty and fifty thoufand feamen ; and when it 
comes to be confidered, that the produce of St. Domingo is 
hardly equal to two thirds of the whole produce of the French 
Weft India Colonies, I flatter myfelf it will be admitted, that 
I have not exceeded m my calculation. 

Having (aid fo much, Mr. Chairman, by way of introduc- 
tion, to what I have to offer upon the queflion before the Hon- 
ourable Houfe, I muft now beg leave to make fome obferva- 
tions upon the fpeech of the Honourable G^ttitatwixv ^\*-\ 
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brought it forward, which I will endeavour to do, in as con- 
.cife a manner as poflible. I will afterwards take the liberty of 
calling the attention of the Honourable Committee, to the 
value and importance of the Weft India and African Trade to 
Great Britain; tofome of the authorities under which the Weft 
India Colonies and African Trade were eftablifhed ; to their 
dependence on each other, and to the injuftice and impolicy of 
the prefent attempt to aboliih the African Slave Trade. 

The Honourable Gentleman who brought forward this 
queftion, has made ufe of nearly the fame arguments, on the 

1>refent occafion, as he did upon the difcuilion of the fuhject 
aft year. And though it may be confidered as tedious, and 
even infulting in me, to go into the particulars of a mafs of 
evidence, which I take it for granted every individual Mem- 
ber of this Honourable Houfe is perfect matter of, yet it is in- 
cumbent on me, fpeaking generally on the fuHjefl:, to take no- 
tice of the very partial manner in which the Honourable Gen- 
tleman and his friends have garbled, from the whole body, 
fuch particular parts of the evidence, as were fuited to anfwcr 
their own- purpofes : and with what an indecent indifference, 
they have treated the teftimony of the feveral great and refpec- 
tabie chara£k?rs who voluntarily came forward, on our par', 
to remove that load of calumny and al ufe, which has. fo illibe- 
rally and fo wantonly be* en thrown out: againft every perfon 
conne&ed with the Weft Indies. I am very far from denying, 
Mr. Chairman, that many a&s of inhumanity have been com- • 
mitted in the tranfportation of Slaves from the Coaft of Africa 
to the Weft Indies, and in the treatment of thofe Negroes 
after they had been landed on our Iflands ; but, as I believe, 
Sir, that the failings and frailties of human nature prevail 
generally, in pretty much the fame proportion, all over the 
world, I mean among civilized nations, it would be very un- 
reafonable to expetit, among the clafs of people concerned in 
the African Trade, or among the inhabitants of the British 
Weft India Iflands, a degree of perrc&ion in morals, that is not 
to be found in Great Britain itfelf. Will any man eftimate the 
chara&er of the Englifli nation, by what is to be read in the 
records of the Old Bailey; or, will any of the moft fanguine 
friends of the Abolition, pretend to fay, that there have not 
been committed, in th ; s great and opulent city in which we 
live) a<SU of as ihocking, as bafe, and as barbarous a nature, 

as 
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as any contained in the great mafs of evidence, now lying dft 
your table ? I have lived, Sir, fixteen years of my life in th* ' 
Weft Indies, and notwithstanding what has been faid to the 
contrary, I do declare, in the moft folemn manner, that I con- 
iider the Negroes in the Britifli Weft India Iflands, to be in as 
comfortable a ftate, as the lower orders of mankind in any 
country in Europe. 

^ Before the agitation of this unfortunate and impolitic quef- 
tion, their minds were at eafe, and they were perfedtly con- 
tented with their fituation ; and the confidence betwixt them 
3nd their matters was fo unbounded,- that except in the ftores 
where fugar, rum, provifion*, and cloathing were generally 
lodged, no locks were ever ufed. This, Sir, I can affure the 
Honourable Committee, was the general difpofition of the 
Negroes, in the Britifh Weft India Iflands in the year 1776, 
when I returned to Europe, and they continued in that happy 
ftate until the enemies of the Colonics came forward, and pro- 
pagated, vfith fo much zeal and induftry, the principles of their 
pernicious dodrines. But, Sir, lam forry to fay, it is very 
far from being the cafe at prefent: the Weft India Iflands 
are filled with Emiflaries, and publications of the friends of 
Abolition. An univerfal want of confidence now prevails, 
^nd inftead of being in that happy ftate, in which I have 
reprefented them, every countenance carries the appearance 
of anxiety and care, and there is not an eftate without a 
depot 1 for arms, lodged there for the very purpofe of deftroy- 
ing thofe, whofe lives it is our wifti to preferve upon every 
principle of humanity and intereft. Some Gentlemen may 
probably confider thefe precautions as confident with the ge- 
neral fyftem of oppreflion with which we are charged ; but to 
me, who have been in fituations cf danger, and know fome- 
thing of the feelings of men, upon fuch occasions, I can affure 
the Honourable Gentleman, that felf prefervation foregoes all 
other confutations. 

Having faid fo much, Mr. Chairman, of the civil ftate of 
the Negroes in our Iflands, I muft now, with the permiffion 
of the Honourable Houfe, fpeak to their religious ftate, be- 
ginning with the Ifland of Grenada, where my property chiefly 
lies. That Ifland, was ceded to Great Britain, at the peace of 
1763. Upon our taking poifeflion of it, the Negroes were 
found baptized, and inftru&ed in fuch of the $ivftcv^\s& <& <k£- 
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Roman Catholic faith, as were fui ted to their humble capaci- 
ties. That religion now univerfally prevails $ for as new Ne- 
groes were imported from Africa, they naturally adopted the 
religious principles of thofe they found upon the ifland, and 
the Priefts, who are always extremely induftrious in their vo- 
cation?, never failed of giving them the ne cellar y inftrudtions j 
Jo that in the courfe of twelve months, they generally enter- 
tained very tolerable ideas of religious duties. Tncre being- 
no Protectant Clergymen at that time in the Colony, the 
Gentlemen of the Iiland gave everv pbfiible encouragement 
to the religious purfuits of their Negroes ; one-half of the 
number on each eftate were permitted to go every Sunday to 
public Mafs, and the mornings and evenings pf the Sabbath 
were dedicated to religious worfliip on the Plantations, where 
the whole Gang, as it is called, alfembled at the dwelling 
houfe or manlion, and went through the fervice of the 
Church of Rome, under the immediate eye of the M ifler or 
Manager, hi a manner, and with a fervency, that would have 
done credit to more civilized focieties : and as I am one of 
thofe who firmly believe that a remnant of all will be dv^dy 
I can allure the Honourable Committee, that I have experi- 
enced on thefe occafions fuch feelings and reflection?, as 
would not have difhonoured the mod pure and pious mind. 
As to the religious ftate of the Negroes in the iilands where 
the Roman Catholic faith does not prevail, I am extremely 
forry toobferve, that I cannot fay f v > m uch for it. The Moravian 
MiiJionaries have of late made great progrefs in opening the 
minds of the Negroes, in our old iiland-, to a i'enfc of religi- 
ous duties ; but there is among the' Clergy of our eilabliihed 
Church a degree of inattention and indolence that is very 
much to be lamented, 2nd which is very unpardonable on 
their part, confidering ths ample provilion that is made for 
them by the Legislatures of our fevcral Colonies. The pious- 
and refpe&able character who at prefent fo worth'ly fills the 
fee of London, is, by what I am informed, extremely atten- 
tive to the morals and characters of fuch men as are admitted 
into holy orders, for the purpofe of occupying the livings in 
the Weft India iflands ; and J am perfectly convinced that all 
pofiible means will be made ufe of bv that moir excellent 
Prelate, to extend the bL-ffinas of the Gofbel to the minds of 
the Negroes on all our Plantations. 

Tlw 
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. The Honourable Gentleman who brought forward this' 
queftion, and his friends, have, on the 1 prefent and former oc* 
^afions, dwelt very much upon the feverity of the puriifh- 
ments that are ufually adminiftered to our Negroes in the 
Weft India Iflands. I admit, Mr. Chairman, that i/jftances 
of inhumanity, and even cruelty, may be produced ;butl,dej- 
ny moft pofitively, that the principle or practice i$ general, 
and I wifti to be permitted to afk fuch of the Members of tiffs 
Honourable Houfe, as have had the honour of ferving in. hip 
Majeftv's navy and army,, if it is poffible or pra&icable tp 
maintain that order and fubordination that js absolutely necef- 
fary among bodies of men, without the fear of punifnment ; 
I fay, Sir, thflt it is not poilible j and as punifhnients always 
fall on delinquents, of which there are a certain number in 
every fociety, I do maintain, that in every {hip's crew and regi- 
ment, there is, as great a proportion of people who come 
within that defcription, as in any Gang of Negroes in the* 
Weft Indies, be they ever fo indifferently dfifpofcd. Th^t 
being admitted. Sir, I will be glad to afk, if ever there are- 
punilhments inflicted on our feamen and foldiers. Have we 
ever heard, Sir, of feamen being flogged from flm> to fhiff, p'r 
of foldiers dying in the very a£k of puriifhment, under. th£ 
lafh of the drummer, when tied up to the halberts, and ex- 
pofed in as fhameful and ignominious a manner as po/Iibly can 
be conceived ? And have we not alfo heard, even in this coiiri- 
try of boafted liberty, of feamen's being kidnapped and car r 
ried away, when returning from diftant voyages, after an 
abfence of many years, and that even without being allowed 
the comfort of feeing their wives and farnilies ? I am ex- 
tremely forry to be under the neceffity of having recourfe 
to thefe circumftances, out I am preffed to it by the very 
illiberal manner in which our opponents have brpught for- 
ward every circumftance that applies fo Africa and to the 
Weft Indies. With regard, Sir, to obje&s of mifery and 
tompaflioh, they are much rfiore frequently tp be met with in 
Ifcurope than in America. And I declare, without hefitatiori, 
£iid upon the beft grounds of perfohal knowledge arid infor- 
mation, tliat there is more wretchednefs and poverty in the 
parith of St. Giles's, in which I live, than there is in the 
whole of the. extenfive Colonies that now are, and formerly 
Were, Under tne dominion of Great Britain, taking them ftcrav. 
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Barbadoes to Jamaica, round by the Floridas, and front 
thence to the ifland of Newfoundland. 

I hope the Honourable Committee will have the goodnefs to 
fcxcufe me for dwelling fo long upon this part of my argument^ 
and for requefting their particular attention to the Very unhand- 
fome and illiberal manner in which the Honourable Gentle- 
man, who takes the lead in this bufinefs, and feme of his 
friends, have treated the chara&ers of many of the witneffes who 
were examined before the Committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. I am very far, Sir, from being* difpofed to make 
general reflexions upon any body or fet of men, in the manner % 
that has been adopted by thefe Honourable Gentlemen ; nor 
will I go into the particulars of the evidence;' taking it for 
granted) that the unprejudiced p&rt of this Honourable Houfe 
will confider the individuals that have been brought forward orl 
the part of the African Merchants, to be full las rtfpeflable, as 
unbiafled, and as independent in their characters and fitua- 
tions, as fhofe who have appeared on the other fide. As to 
what regards that part of the evidence that applies to the Weft 
Indies, I am of a very different opinion indeed; I admit, Sir, 
that there were produced, by our opponents, fomeperfons, td 
whofe teftimony, a certain portion of credit ought to be given \ 
but they were few in number, -and therefore I will venture to 
fay, that their general body of witnefles was compofed of ill- 
informed, ignorant, and low men ; many of them picked up in 
the ftreets of Liverpool and Briftol, where they were ftarving 
fbr want of bread, having neither ability nor reputation to get 
into any employment, and hired by the Emiffaries and Agents 
df the Society in the Old Jewry, for the very purpofe of 
giving fuch teftimony, as would miflead the minds of the 
public, who had already been wrought up to ^n extraordinary 
ftate of belief, by the publication of the moft incredible chain 
of incidents, 'that ever appeared in print. Have we never 
heard, Sir, of the names of Rodney, Harrington, Hotham, 
Macartney, Vaughan, or Campbell, and the many other great 
'and refpefifcable ch a rafters, who were examined before the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, and 'gave ample tefti- 
mony to the comfortable fituation of the Negroes in the 
Weft Indies ? Is the evidence of thofe Gentlemen (to make 
ufe of the phrafe of an Honourable Member of this Houfe) t§ 
hfet at nought , and are we not to give full credit and belief to 

the 



the Words of men, to whom their country, in a great meafutfc, 
owes the importance and weight fhe at prefent poflefles among 
the nations of Europe ? For my part, Sir, I was filled with in- 
dignation at the very idea of drawing the opinions, of fuch 
illuftrious chara&ers, into comparifon with the evidence of 
thofe on the oppofite fide, upon the difcuffion of the fubje& laft 
year, and I lamented exceedingly, that I was not then in a 
fltuation to giye my fentiments upon it. 

I come now, Mr. Chairman, to fpealc of the value and im- 
portance of the Weft Indian and African. Trades to Great * 
'Britain. It is nor my intention, Sir, to take up the time of 
the Committee, with an account of the revenue arifingto go- 
vernment from the importation of the produft of our Weft India 
Iflands, as probably I may be told by fome of the politicians of 
the prefent day, that a. fimilar importation from Oftend or 
Havr^, would in that refpe& be attended with the fame advan- 
tages to Great Britain; I will therefore, Sir, confine myfelf to 
our Trade and Navigation to the Colonies and to Africa, and. 
will be glad to aflc fuch Gentlemen, as are pleafed to pay pro- 
per attention to the fubjeifr, if the exporter to, and the importer 
from, the Britifh Weft India Wands and Africa, amounting 
on the whole to upwards often millions fterling annualjy, the 
giving employment to 300,000 tons of (hipping, and about 
.25,000 feamen, are not obje£ts.of the utmoft importance to 
Great Britain ? The Gentlemen who had afled fo very hoftile 
a pant to the intereft of the Colonies, may now, as on a 
former occafion, confider thefe objects greatly over-rated^ but 
as I deal in matters, of faft, and in fafts only^ I will be bound 
to make what I advance appear well founded, and to the entire; 
fatisfa£Hon of this Honourable Houfe, when, and in % whatever 
manner, they are pleafed to order me. 

Having mentioned, Mr. Chairman, in as concffe and intel- 
ligible a manner as I am mafter of, the value; and importance 
of our Weft Indian and African trade ; I am now to fpeal&of " 
lomc of the authorities upon which our claims are founded, of 
the dependence of the Colonies upon the African Trade, and of 
the injuftice and impolicy of the prefent queftion. Altnough it 
is too much the fafhion of the prefent times, to prefer the 
opinions of retired and fpeculative philofophers, to the wife 
colonial fyftem, that has been eftablHheci by our forefathers, 
and by which this country and the Colonies have thrlvow ^^x. 
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I am convinced, that the prefent Parliament arc too much a- 
wake to the zeal and true interefts of Great Britain, not to pay 
proper attention to the encouragement and protection that has 
been given to the Weft India Colonies, and to * the African 
Trade, fince their firft eftablifhment. It would take up too much 
of the time of this Honourable Houfe to go fully into the autho- 
rity; I will therefore confine myfelf to a few, land being very 
much unaccuftomed to fpeaking in public, I muft crave the 
permiiEon of the Honourable Committee, to call in the aid of 
Written information, and to requeft of the Clerk to read oc- 
cafionally, foch parts of the feveral A£ts and Refdlutions, as 
apply rhoft immediately to the fubjeft of debate. The acSs 
and declarations of the Britifh Legiflature, that are moft ma- 
terial to the queftion before the Honourable Houfe, may 
very properly be claffed under thefe different heads, viz. 

ift. Such as declare the faid Colonies, and the Trade 
thereof, advantageous to Great Britain, and therefore entitled 
to her'prote&ion and encouragement. 

2dly. Such as authorize, protect, and encourage, the 
Trade to Africa, as advantageous in itfelf, and neceflary te 
the welfare and exiftence of the Sugar Colonies. 

3dly. Such as promote and fecure loans of money to the 
Proprietors at the faid Colonies, either from Britifh fubje&s 
•r from Foreigners. 

The feveral A£ts arc as follow, viz. . 

In thp Firft Oafs, ard the following, viz* 
15 Car. II. cap. 7. 22 & 23 Car. IL cap. 26* 7 & 8 . 
W. cap. 22. 9 & 10 W. III. cap. 23. 3 & 4 Ann. 6 
Ann. cap. 30. 6 Geo. II. cap. 13. 12 Geo. II. cap. 30. 
27 Geo. III. cap. 27. 

In the Second Clafs are the following, viz. . 
1662 Cha. II. 1672 cap. 2* 9 & 10 Will. & Mary, cap. 
£6. 5 Geo. III. cap. 44. 20 Geo. III. cap* 65. 27 Geo. III. 
cap. 27. 

In the Third Clafs are the following, vifcr 
5 Geo. IL cap. 7. 13 Geo* III. cap. 14. 14 Geo. III. 

cap. 79* 

if 
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If there is, Mr. Chairman, any dependence whatever to be . 
placed upon the A&s of the Britifh Legiflature, the few authb- 
pities I have quoted, will, I am perfuaded, operate upon the 
minds of the unprejudiced Members of this Honourable Houfe, 
and of the ♦community at large, in fo forcible a manner, as to 
afford every reafoftable hope for the moft perfeft fecurity to our 
properties. They appear to me, Sir, unanfwerable, and even 
to preclude the heceffity of ufihg any farther argument upon 
the fubje&; but as we have experienced a want of candour on 
the part of our opponents, that could hardlyhave been expe£U 
ed, I muft once more trefpafs on the goodnefs of the Honour- 
able Committee, by requefting their attention to the encou- 
ragement and prote&ion that have been given to the Weft 
India Colonies, and to the African Trade, from the reign of ■, 
Charles II. down, to the prefent times, and efpecially during 
the reign of Queen Anne. 

That reign, -Mr. Chairman, which may very "\yell be called 
the Auguftan age of Great Britain, was diftinguifhed by the 
appearance of the moft enlightened characters in all depart- 
ments, that ever any country produced ; many of them remark- 
able for their piety and learning, and whofe writings will live 
for ages, after the wretched productions of the miferable fchif- 
matics of the prefent day are buried in oblivion. Yet, Sir, 
we do not find in the Parliamentary Hiftory. of thofe days, or in 
£ny other writings that we know of, the leaft tendency tofuch 
wild and deftru&ive do&rines as the prefent. No, Mr, Chair- 
man, they were referved for this age of novelty and innovation ; 
and from the temper and difpofition of a certain defcription of 
people, which are amply manifefted.by the publications of the 
moft inflammatory and dangerous tendency with which our 
daily papers are crowded, I am perfedjly fatisned that the queftion 
before this Honourable Houfe, is only anintrodu&ion to greater 
evils. The Weft Indies, Sir, is the moft vulnerable part of 
pur dominions, and bfting at a di fiance, and having no intereft 
in Parliament, is of courfe the- moft likely to become an eafy 
objeft of prey to artful and defining men. However, Mr. 
Chairman, our brethen in thofe Iflands being the fons of Brii- 
tons, and their forefathers having carried acrofs the Atlantic 
Ocean all the rights and privileges that pertain to BritWh fub-» 
jefis, you may reft perfe£Hy fatisfied that they will, not tamely 
fobmjt to being robbed of every thing that Is n«aj; a&dxj&at % xs* „ 
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them. The abolifhing the African Slave Trade, will be an 
abfolute breach of the compact that ties the colonies to the 
mother country, and being founded on juftice, and contrary 
to the fpirit and meaning of the laws of England, will rr*?et 
with univerfal refiftance. I am, Sir, perfectly well acquainted 
with the temper and difpofitions of the inhabitants of our Weft 
India iflands ; they poffefs abilities, having in general received 
the beft education this country affords, and having a lively and 
juft fenfe of their own. rights and privileges. I confider it my 
duty, as a moft hearty well-wifher to the true interefts of ths 
country and its colonies, to inform this Honourable Houfe, 
that it is not in the power of Great Britain to prevent the in- 
troduction of Negroes into.the Britifh Weft India Iflands. 

A fcrious attention' to the feveral Acts I have mentioned, * 
and to the many other authorities with which our books are 
filled, rrurft fully convince every unprejudiced Member of this 

* Honourable Houfe, and the community at large, that the laws 

- inexiftence have given as perfect: fee urity to the lives and 
fortunesbf his Majefty's fubjects in the Weft India Iflands, * 
as they do to his fubjects in Great Britain; and that their pro- 
perty cannot be meddled with or dirhiniflied in airy fhape what- 
ever, without full and ample compenfation. If Great Britain, 

' Sir, is in a fituation to pui chafe the fee fimple of the property 
in all our Iflands, I, for one, have no manner of objection to 
the making of a bargain ; but, Sir, how is the value to beefti- 
mated ? VVhy, by a jury of the vicinity, agreeable to the prin- 
ciples of the laws' of- England and of the Colonies ; for 1 can 
allure the Honourable Committee, that we are not a.t all in a 
difpofition to have that material point afecrtained by the dis- 
cretionary opinions of the Honourable Gentleman's friends in 
the Old Jewry." However, Sir, to fpeak more feriou fly upon 

. the fubjjet, have not this Honourable Houfe before them full 
and fatis.'actory information of every circurhftance with regard 
to our Weft India Colonies ? Do not t.'ie Report of tiie Com- 
mittee of Privy C< unci!, and that immenfe body of evidence 
that was taken before a Committee of this Honourable Houfe, 
and whxh now lie on your table, tell you moft pofitivelv, that 
our prrfjnt ftock of Negroes cannot be kept up without an 
importation from Africa, and that if the African Trade is abo- 
Hfhed, there .s an end of every fpecies of improvement in all 

• our Iflands i How are the proprietors of lands in the ceded 

Iflands, 
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Iflands, which were purchafcd of Government under fpecific 
conditions of fettlement, to be indemnified ? and wjiatis to be- 
come of an Honourable Friend of mine, notv a Member of . 
this Honourable Houfe, and fitting near me, who with another 
Gentleman and myfelf, purchafed the lands that were granted 
by the Crown to General Monckton, in the ifland of St. Vin- 
cent, in the year 1773 or 1774, in confequence of the Ad- 
drefs of the Houfe of Commons of that day to his Majefty, 
and as a reward for that gallant General's military fervrces ? 
The American war, which immediately fucceeded our pur- 
chafe, prevented our making any progrefs in the fale of thefe 
lands uncil the year 1784. Our fales then commenced, and 
went on brifldy until the year 1788, when it was firft known 
that a plan was in agitation for abolifliing the Africajn Slave 
Trade. Since that period, Sir, we have done. little or nothing, 
and we have 1500 acres of the land on hand, which will be 
x>f no value whatever if the prefent queftion is carried. • • 

Will any Gentleman, either in or- out of Parliament, pre- 
tend to fay, that we have not a juftand equitable claim, upon 
the Government of this country, for full and ample compenfe- 
tion ?- However, Sir, waving for a moment the unfiftiionable 
do£trine of colonial rights, how can compenfation be made to 
the many thoufand manufacturers, who at prefent find employ* 
rnent in providing the numberlefe article*, that are daily wanted 
for the ufe and confumption of the Weft India Iflands, and who 
muft.fooner or later experience the diftrefs and inconveniences 
4 that muft attend the prefent phrenzy, if the colonies arefuf- 
fered.togoto ruin. Is there a flioe, is there a flocking, is 
..there a hat, or is there a yard of cloth of any kind, uled by *he 
Inhabitants of our Iflands, that are not manufactured in Great 
Britain ? Nay the very implements of hufbandry, and provi- 
sions and luxuries that are neceflary for the confumption of our 
tables, go from this country, and that at a confiderable expence 
of frefh commiffions and insurance, every (hilling of which cen- 
ters in Great Britain. Is not the whole furplus revenue of our 
eftates fpent here, and are not our children educated in this - 
country, and inftru&edin thofe principles of affection, and loy- 
alty, that have ever made them confider Great Britain as 
their home ? And let me, Sir, be permitted to aflc the molt 
inveterate of our foes, if we ever have, by any act offedition 
or rebellion, forfeited in the fmalleft degree the countenance, 

x d 4 ; V^ 
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and protection, which as fons of Britain, and* fubjedts of 
the feme good and gracious Sovereign, we are moft un- 
queftionably intitled to. I maintain, Sir, that we have not : and 
therefore as a Colonift and in the name of the Britifh* Weft- 
India Colonies, I demand of the Parliament of Great Britain^ 
that fupport and protection, which-, upon the principles of good 
policy and faith, they are in duty bound to afford us, in common 
with the r^ft of his Majefty's loyal; fubje&s. There is ftill, Mr. 
Chairman, aconflderation attending the queftion now before this 
Honourable Houfe, of full as much importance as any I have 
Mentioned, and that is the fatal effects a diminution of our trade, 
would have upon the navigation of Great Britain. Does it not 
Jappear, Sir, by the evidence now lying oh our table, thatjhe 
Weft-India trade is confulered a moft excellent nurfery forfea- 
men, and that; in all the wars we have, of late been engaged in, 
have been Found to be the moft active, and ufeful body of men, 
in his Majefty's navy ? For my part, Sir, confidering the navy 
as bur beft and moft natural defence, I am one of thofe who 
fchihk, that feamen ought to be made^ by all poflible means ; ani 
upon that principle, Sir, I contend that the trade to Africa fhould 
meet with every encouragement that this country can give it. 
Indeed I am fo great an enthufiaft for the increafe of our navi- 
gation and feamen, that while I have tlie honour of beings a, 
•ftjember of this Heufe, I never will give my confent to any mea- 
fure, be it at what it will, that can poflibly tend to the leffening 
bf bur number of feanjen one man* no f Sir, not one man ; and 
this I hold to be found conftitutional doctrine, and thofe who 
tire of a different opinion, I will ever confrdef as ignorant of 
the true interefts of Great Britain, and enemies to its welfare; 
fcnd profpenty. 
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Mr. Vau^han. I rife, Mj.. Chairman, for the firft timet 

of fpeaking in this Houfe, to remove feme prejudices refpect- 
Ing the Colonies, the conduct and circumstances' of which have 
been involved In tt^e queftion relative to the SJave Tr'ade, and 
complicated with it by the Honourable Gentleman, who Has 
brought forward the queftion, and by others. The>treatment , 

of 
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«f Negroes m the Weft Indies, has beien ftated as an objedion 
to the fending of any more to thofe i Hands, tt becomes thefe-. 
fore neceffary to endeavour to remove the prejudices that pre- 
vail, and as I am a Weft Indian by birth r and am conne&cd 
with the iflands by profeffioii ai>d private fortune, having pro- 
perty in the Weft Indies, I can (peak from my own teftimony^ 
and from the evidence of my own ferifep : but I mall not dwell 
long upon the fubjeft, though it is my intention to take rathetr 
a wide view of it. With refpecT: to my being a Merchant, it 
is my pride. I prefer independence to every % other condition), 
and though I might have profited by the friendlhip of perfons 
of confiderable rank in this country, I choofe to be the ar- 
chitect of my own fortune. In the early part of my life, I 
pwn, no man was more ftrongly in favour of the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade than I was. I was educated by a Gentle- 
man well known in the world of letters, by Dr. Prieftley, 
and- by the father of Mrs. Barbauld, who were both of them 
intimately acquainted with the Weft India Hiftory, and friends 
to the idea of Abolition. Their fentiments I had imbibed, 
but although bred at the feet of Gamaliel, having refolved to 
judge for myfelf, I left England, and went to Jamaica. 
'There I foon found my notions {ha ken, and my fyftems em- 
barraffed. A ftate of civilization creates wants of the mind 
merely, whereas a ftate of flavery regards only' thpfe of 
the body. The Slaves, therefore, would not exert themfelves 
eafily for hire, and I found the Negroes by no means in a con- 
dition fit to receive civilization. Next to my father's eftate 
Were fevei al Maroon Negroes, a people who refufe to do any 
work whatever, but throw all the labour on their wives. 
The whites a'lfo, I foon faw, could not replace the Negroes 
by working in the field ; a faft which the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany have themfelves acknowledged, in opposition to the afler- 
tion of Mr. Ramfay. In confirmation of this remark, I beg 
leave to read from the Report of the Sierra Leone Company 
fhe following quotation, viz. "The impombility of finding 
any Europeans who can work in Africa in the fun, without the 
ijtmoft prejudices to their health, has made the Dire&ors con- 
ceive it to be their duty to difcouYagc labourers from hence, 
who would go out ,with this view." I found the fituation of x 
the Negroes in the Weft Indies much better than I could have 
imagined. • The poor in all countries are hardly ufed^vA 1 ^ 
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Negroes cannot be fuppofed to be in an elevated fituation ; 
but excepting with refpe& to their liberty, I will venture to 
iay, they are in plight and neceflaries as well off as the poor in 
this and fuch other countries in Europe as I have ken. They 
have little want of clothes or fuel, from the warmth of the cli- 
mate ; they have a houfe and land gratis ; no fuch thing as im- 
prifonment for debts exifts there, and they are not deterred from 
marrying through fear of not being able to fupport a family j 
their orphans and widows are always taken care of, as they 
themfelves- are. when old, or when they meet with accidents. 
Phyfic, furgery, midwifery, and attendance, are furniflied 
gratisy fo that no poor laws are requifite for their fupport. 
They have their private property, which no mafter ever takes 
from them ; and were perfectly refigned, at the time when 
.1 was abroad, to their fituation, and looked for* nothing be- 
yond it. An anecdote that came to my knowledge, will 
ferve to- evince their refignation : a flave being idle, was re- 
proved by his overfeer, who faid, " For what purpofe do you 
think your mafter purch^fed you, but to work for him r" 
.Thequeftion was unanfwerable, and the flave was filent, 
and immediately began to work. Negroes form the labour- 
ing poor of the iflands ; and with refpecl: to neceflaries, they 
appear as happy as any other poor, have as many amufements 
of their own, and as much chearfulnefs. Perhaps perfons may 
have been prejudiced by living in towns to which Negroes 
were often fent for punifhmeht, and where there were many 
fmall proprietors, or by feeing no Negro otherwife than as 
one of the labouring poor. It is cruel to fay, as Mr. Ram- 
fay has done, that they have only four or five hours to them- 
felves in the four and twenty ; for this is not enough for 
deep, much lefs for their night rambles ; and it has been 
ftated that they will go about in the courfe of the night to a 
confiderable diftance. On the whole, they want nothing but 
liberty, and it is only occafionally that they fuffer cruelties. 
As to Africa, there feems to be no way at prefent of prevent- 
ing her'fupplying frefli flave?, fo that I faw no means of cor- 
recting what is wrong even in the importation of flaves,un- 
Icfs from a change of the fpirit of the times ; not being a mi- 
nifter, and not having pofieflion of an Alexander's fword to 
cut the Gordian knot by force, in the face of the Adts of 
Parliament, and without providing indemnity to thofe con- 
cerned. Thus I fvlt and reafoned, when in the iflands. 

I cannot 
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I cannot omit to notice a fet of prejudices refpe&ing the 
Colonies. As, firft, that it is nothing but cruelty which 
occafions the inequality of deaths and births. Is it cruelty 
that occafions the fuperiorityof deaths to births in the great 
city of .London ; or in particular claffes of people in all pla- 
ces, as domeftic fervants, fol.liers, &c. ? It is owing to the 
celibacy or difeafe, according to the cafe. Among the Ne- 
groes, it is owing to the plan formerly prevailing, of having 
more males than females imported, and to the diilblutenefs of 
thefe people, as well as to the difeafes peculiar to themfeives, 
efpecially among the children, whofe frequent deaths, on a 
particular date from their birth, and their doing well jn ge- 
nera!, if they furvive that date, cannot be owing to cruelty. 
Tne two opinions appear to be contradictory, that the Ne- 
groes are wafting from cruelty, and yet that they increafe (o 
as to make farther importation fuperfluous. With regard to 

• population, even in thofe iflands which nearly keep up their 
numbers by procreation, there is this difficulty, that the equa- 
lity is preferved by the increafe on one eftatc, compenfatino- 
for lofles upon another; and thefceftates will not interchange 
their numbers. Whereas, where freedom prevails, the free 

■ labourers circulate from one employer to another, and ap- 
pear wherever they are wanted. In ("mail eifcitcs, or fmalJ 
iflands, any calamity makes a deep and permanent impreffiou 
on population, fu<~h as famine, plague, fmall-pox, or war ; 

v which is exemplified in Indian tribes, and. proved, by many 

• cafes in hiftorv. Some of thefe caufes have lately ^operated 
in tlie Weft Indies. This is a point to be allowed for. All 
chaftifement alfo with refpect to Negroes is not cruelty. The 
owners of flaves generally withdraw them from all public juf- 
tice; fo that criminal?, who would be publicly executed el/c- 
where, are often kept alive by their mafter, and liable to be 
found punifhed a^ain and again for repeating their faulty 
Diftributive jufticc occafions many punifhments, as one flave 
is to be protected agaiirft every other flave ; and when one 
flave pilfers from another, then the mailer interferes. The 
care of the Negroes themfeives, as to their health, provifions, 
clothing, family, and the like, occafions other punifhments. 
All this is to be diftinguiihed from punifhments to enforce la- 
bour, or arifing from crueLy. So far are the Negroes from 
being neglected, that infinite anxiety occurs with man^ ?rc£~ 
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ters about their flaves, whom they often vifit in perfbn when in 
ficknefs ; and the evidence before the Houfe has ftated, that 
nine pounds fterling have beep given for attending a difficult 
cafe in midwifery. Many difeafes are new to Europeans in . 
the Iflands, and require time to admit of a plan of cure. 
This diminution of numbers in the Negroes m the Colonies 
may happen without cruelty, as I hope I have proved, and 
fuch diminution at prefent there certainly is. Circumftances 
of a very different kind, refpefiing the Colonies, require 
fome notice to prevent mifconftru&ion* 

The obje&ions which fome perfons have to confuniing fu • 
gar when it comes from the Weft Indies, becaufe it is made 
by flaves, are liable to produce mifchief ; which it is worth 
obviating, by obferving, that whereas indigo, for example, is 
a -plant which has no offals, and is good for neither man nor 
beaft, fugar on the other hand, is an article of cultivation 
known to be favourable to both ; ahd it is undoubtedly, there-? 
fore, more advantageous for the Negroes themfelves to be 
employed in cultivating fugar than other articles. Another 
objection is, that the crops of the Sugar Colonies are fubje& 
to many casualties, which make them precarious objects of 
attention to the mother country ; but it fhould be remem- 
bered, that gentlemen here have farmers interpofed between 
themfelves and the fluctuation of their crops ; whereas in the 
Iflands, the Planters in. general hold their eftates in hand, 
cultivate them themfelves, and therefore feel every variation 
of crops. A third objection is, that the Colonifts are mono* 

5>olifts, and fell fugar dear, and get great profits. The Coi- 
ony-fyftem, which is a mutual monopoly between Great 
Britain on the one hand, and the Colonies on the other, may 
indeed have given advantages to fome Planters; but other 
Planters have purchafed from the firft comers, fo as to haye ' 
bare profits left to them at prefent ; and as to any private mo- 
nopoly among individuals for keeping up the price of Weft 
India articles, I deny thafit exifts, or even that it can exift, 
the number of fellers being fo great, as to enfure a free 
competition. 

On the whole, to revert to the Negroes, I myfelf have 
gone oyer the iflands, from one end to the other, and I have 
feen/ little of the great cruelty to Negroes taken of; none at 
all on the eftate where I refided ; sw4 the whip, the ftocks, 

an4 
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and confinement, are all that I have obfef ved in other places ; 
and I have been on the ifland feven months. Some Slaves 
belonging to my father's' eftate once brought me fome pine- 
apples ; as I did not chufe to give them their price, they 
took them away. In fad, my father's own Slaves, when 
they received money for over-hours, fpent it in their own 
way, not ufually coming home at their dinner hour, but 
taking their own time at fupper* 

Notwithftanding all that I have fafd, I acknowledge there 
is room for much amendment. I wifb thofe perfphs who 
c6m plain of the Colonifts would be fo good as to do us the 
fervice of going out to die i (lands, and would themfelves 
teach the Planters how to take care of their eftates, and pre- 
fer ve the Negroes ; I am perfuaded many Planters are ready 
to fell their properties to them at advantageous prices. Mif- % 
iionaries, fome of the Clergy for inftance, at prefent in the 
gallery, and witnefles of the debate, might make themfelves 
of the utmoft ufe in the iflands. The Catholics in the Ceded 
Iflands, and the Moravians at Antigua, have each of them 
been of great benefit ; and many Planters, and feveral of 
the Local Houfes of Affembly, have recommended attention 
to this fubjeft. Where religion is once inftilled," there will 
be lefs puniihment, more work, and that work will be bet- 
ter done \ more marriages, more iflue, and more attachment 
to their matters and to die government. 

Another article of much importance, would be the found- 
ing of Medical Societies. Medical men have often much' en- 
thuftafin, more than in moft other profeflions ; and certainly 
more than in the church, or the law, or the army. Their 
communications would contribute greatly to the, public be- 
nefit. They have many new difeafes to encounter, among 
the Negroes in the iflands, there being no ancient practice, 
nor knowledge derived from neighbouring countries, to aflift 
• them. — The difeafes of Negro infants are particularly wor- 
thy their attention, for I believe no remedy is yet known for 
the great difeafe by which infants are carried off in fuch pro- 
digious numbers. 

Talk-work is another improvement, whidh I wifh to have 
introduced. The inconveniences of it may eafity be avoided, 
I mean the {training the Negro too much at one time, and 
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giving him too much" idle time at his command in confer 
quence, at another, &c. &c. 

IVemiums have been given to mothers and to overfeers, 
for the number of children reared by them j but fathers have 
hitherto been forgotten, who may contribute much to this 
neceflary work. To premiums may be added honorary dif- 
tin&ions, and feVeral folid advantages to the Negro, which 
. neverthelefs might coft nothing to the owner. 

Negro evidence fhould be allowed to be given in courts of 
law, it being left to the difcretion of the court or jury to ac- 
cept or reject it, according to the nature of the cafe. 

Cruel matters ought to be keptin order, in various ways. 
They fhould be liable to have their Negroes taken from them, 
and put into truft. Every inftrument of punifliment fhould 
be banifhed except the whip, confinement being alfo permit-., 
ted. A limitation of the number of lafhes fhould alfo be 
made, and this punifhment fhould not be repeated till after 
due intervals. Thirty-nine lafhes fhduld be fubftituted for 
four-fcore. Perhaps even the whip will foon be found to be 
ufelefs. It is a mittake to fuppofe any danger from making 
examples of white perfons who opprefs their Slaves. Juftice 
is of thefirft corifequence ; and general principles are of more 
importance than any attention to individuals. But in fhorr, 
we muft not hefitate ; the thing muft be. The public expedl* 
it. The character of exemplary Colonifts is hurt by being 
confounded with that of lower and bafer men. It is terrible 
to think how far this principle of partiality in fheltering the* 
whites may be carried, which yet ineffedr, is never meant to 
extend farther than is neceffary tofecure the fervices of the Slave 
on one Jidc y and his protection on the other* Mr. Locke, in- 
deed, in his Conftitution of Carolina, fays, that the autho- 
rity and power of the matter is abfoiute.; but he is obliged to 
leave the Slave at leaft the choice of his religion, as well as 
the liberty of attending it.* 

If 



• Since charity oWige* us to wirti well to the fouls of men, and religion 
•ught to alter nothing in any man's civil efiate, or right,, it mall be. lawful fo'r 
Slave?, as well as others, toVnter themfclves, and be of what church or pro- 
Jeilion any of them mall think heft, and thereof be 2s fully members as any 
- 1 ya. But yet, no Slave ihall hereby be exempted from thai civil dominion 

bis 
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If the Abolition of the Slave Trade fliould be. determined 
upon, I tru ft fome attention will be paid to indemnification* 
Without going farther into the fubjeft at prefent, I requeft 
it may not be forgotten that many thoufand acres have been 
fold in the Ceded Iflands, for 6, or 70*0,0061. and that many 
hundred thoufand acres have long paid quit-rents m Jamaica* 
though not fully cultivated. The only indemnity wanted is for 
the want of labourers ; give them labourers and you give them 
an indemnity in kind. If free labourers can be, found, th* 
Planters will be glad to ufe them ; for they only want labour^ 
whether paid for daily or otherwife. They do not want flaves t 
for the fake of tyrannizing over them. Perhaps it will provie* 
after all, that it is from African labourers, free or other wife! . 
that the whole of the parts of America, now unfettled, will 
finally be peopled, 

I beg leave to conclude, by aflring, whether the Honour*-* 
t>le Mover will fuffir this que ftion to be divided; namely, to 
letfirft, the queftiori for the Abolition be put without regard 
to limitation ; and then let the queftion of termination be put 
feparately afterwards. 



Mr.WiLBERFoRCE. I am happy to find, that, thotrgk 
the Honourable Gentleman does not think with me that an 
immediate Abolition ought to take place, (till he is of an opi- 
nion an Abolition Ihould take place. 



his matter hath over him, but in all other things in the fame c«n^i&on W 
was in before. ' 

Every freeman of Carolina fhall have abfolnte power ind authority over ts» 
Negro Slaves, of what opinion or religion foevor. 



Mr. 
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. Mr, H. THoftNf otf; I confefs to yod, Sir, I hare felt 
fomc kind of regret, that the perfons who appear this day to 
ftand the moft forward in oppofing the motion pf my Ho- 
nourable Friend^ mould both of them be mercantile Gentle- 
men, both of them alfo declaririg themfelves to be considera- 
bly interefted in the queftion. I was in hopes fliat fom6 
more political perfons might have led that fide of the debate* 
and that I might have been fpared the mortification of feeing 
the commercial chara&er difcredited ; as it muft be, if com- 
mercial Gentlemen are to take the lead in oppofing the Abo* 
lition of the Slave Trade. 

1 believe an opinion has already gone forth in this country 
that on the one fide of the prefent queftion are all the think- 
ing, the difinterefted, the liberal, the more virtuous part of 
the community, as well as all the chief political characters of 
the country ; and that on the other fide a mere narrow mer-> 
cantile intereft is oppofed to them. For the fake, therefore, 
of our mercantile reputation and honour, I, who confidef 
myfelf as one of that body, could undoubtedly have wiflied 
that the odium of fupporting this horrid trade might not 
light fo peculiarly upon us. 

It appears to me, that not one word of all that has fallen 
from the two Honourable Gentlemen who fpoke laft, applies 
in reality to the main queftion before the Committee ; and it 
is a circumftance extremely obfervable, that the two Ho- 
nourable Gentlemen, who feem to lead the oppofition to the 
motion before you, fhould both of them have either quite 
negle&ed or purpofely avoided to touch at all on that point 
on which my Honourable Friend, both how\ and on every 
former occanon, has refted the whole ftrefs of his argument. 

They have neither of them, in any one part of theif 
fpeeches, fo much as adverted to the manner of procuring 
Slaves on the coajl of Africa, and this my Honourable Friend 
has always ftated to be the very iet of the whole queftion* 
They both have urged it upon the Houfe, that the Slaves 
are well ufed in the Weft Iridies^ and that more ^importations 
are wanted ; but it really does not feem to have occurred, td 
them, nor to have made any part of their confederation^ whe- 
ther thefe frefh Slaves are got from Africa by fair and propef 
means, or whether they are obtained (as has beeri charged 
upon them) by rapine, robbery, and murder. 

The 
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The chief fubftance of the fpeeches of the two Honourable 
Gentlemen, appears to me to have been this ; The one 
Honourable Gentleman argued that the Slaves were fujficiently 
kappy y according to the prefent fyftem, in the Weft Indies ; 
the other Honourable Gentleman pointed out a great variety 
of particulars by which much improvement might be made 
in their condition. In this refpeft, we quite agree with the 
Honourable Gentleman who (poke laft. We fay, as he 
does, that a variety of meafures may be taken for the advan- 
tage of the Slaves, and the improvement of their population. 
We agree with him, that thefe improvements have been 
[peculated upon, and by fome individual Gentlenien, in their 
clo/etSy have ferioufly been thought of. But then we fay 
alio, that it is nothing, in fa&, but the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, that will reduce thefe fpecijjations into praclice ; 
and that the sera of its Abolition will be the aera of beginning 
this new fyftem, which nothing fhort of this will induce the 
Weft Indians in good earned to accomplifh. The one 
Honourable Gentleman tells us, that he has been over to the 
Weft Indies for the fake of knowing the real ftate of things 
there'. The other Honourable Gentleman tells us, he alfo 
has refided there. It is the TVeJl Indies^ and the Weft Indies 
only, that they fpeak of; for neither the one nor the other 
of them appears, ever for one moment, even in imagination, 
to have travelled to Africa. 

The dreadful injuftice of this trade confifts in the African 
part of the queftion. Africa is to be ftripped of its inhabi- 
tants, no matter by what means, in order to fupply a popula- 
tion that is faid to be wanted in the Weft Indies. And thus 
the Honourable Gentlemen have reminded me of the Dutch 
proverb, <c My fon, get money, honeftly if you can — but get 
money*" The proverb, indeed, is improved in the prefent 
inftance, by the fubftitution of a word, which renders it a 
thoufand times, more profligate; for the prefent maxim is, 
w Get Slaves^ honeftly if you can — but get Slaves." 

I wifh as much as the two Honourable Gentlemen who 
(poke laft, to confider this queftion in a mercantile point of 
view. But when I fay this, I do not mean in a narrow, 
felfifh, or perfonal view, but on the liberal and enlarged 
principles of national commerce. 

E It 
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« It happens in trade as it does in every other profeflion o 
life, that there are cerfin individuals, and perhaps certain 
bfanches of the profeflion, that are a fcandal and difgrace to 
it; and that man, Sir, is, in my opinion, the beft friend to his 
profeflion", whatever his profeflion be, who endeavours to 
feparate every thing in it that is fair and juft and legitimate, 
from every thing that Ls irregular and illegitimate 5 who dif- 
tinguiflles what is honourable from what is vile, and fairly 
furrenders up to the juft condemnation of Parliament and of 
the country, every pra&ice and every principle of his pro- 
feflion, which is found to be inconfiftent with the dictates of 
humanity and juftice. I think that I am doing a fervice to 
that profeflion, to which I confider myfelf as belonging, by 
this obfefvation ; and that 1 am thus refcuing commerce 
itfelf from the foul imputations under which it labours, by 
the endeavours that hav£ been made to confider the Slave 
Tirade as a neceflary link in the chain, or an effential part of 
the national commerce. 

It cannot be neceflary that I fhould enter much at length 
into the nature of this trade, and the manner of its i?eing 
carried on in Africa. My Hpnourable Friend has eftablifhed 
triis part of his queftion beyond all controyerfy. He has this 
day added to all the other mafs of evidence, two or three 
farther ftories of enormities committed in Africa, infomuch 
that I fhould think that no man in the Houfe, commercial or 
not commercial, could have failed to be deeply imprefied by 
them. The Honourable Gentlemen, however, feem to 
have taken no notice of them, and to remain ftill unmoved 
by any thing that relates to the African part of the queftion. 

Happening, however, in my fituation of a Dire&or of the 
Sierra Leone Company, to become a good deal acquainted 
wkh fome circumftances that refpeft the Slave Trade in that 
part, although the fame kind of fa£ts are already funic iently 
eftablifhed in the body of evidence on your table, it may not 
be improper for me to enter, for a few minutes, into this 
' fubjedl:. The Committee may thus perhaps be enabled, by 
a few familiar inftances, to judge ftill more clearly what is 
the nature of that trade which they are requefted not to. 
abolifh. t 

I will firft, however, premife, that what I am going to 
mention are fads coming within die a&ual view of the perfon 

from 
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from whom I had them. — That they have arifen fince the laft 
year's decifion otn this fubjeft. — That they, have all come . 
within the bbferv^tion of one fingle individual ; have hap- 
pened in the fpace of about three or four months, on one fide 
of the river Sierra Leone, and within half a mile or a mile 
of the little town where the Agent of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany was then living. I may alfo obfcrve, that the particular 
part of ^frica which I am fpeaking of, has been by no means 
charged in the evidence With being a fcene of peculiar vio- 
lence ; on the contrary, my Honourable Friend feems to 
have had rather lefs fufpicion of the prevalence of kidnap- 
ping, and of other outrages, in this than in mcft other parts.* 
Will the Koufe then accept of this as a fpecimen of what 
the African Slave Trade is ? and will they judge of the other 
parts, where the fame minute information is ^wanting, by 
this fample ? 

Mr- Falconbridge, Agent to the Sierra Leone Companj', 
fitting one evening in the town of the free fettfers, who went 
out fome years ago frorri England, heard a great fhout, and 
immediately afterwards the report of a gun. Fearing an at- 
tack upon his little fettlement, he inftantly armed forty of 
the fettlers, and rumed with them to the place from whence" 
the found came ; he found a poor wretch, who had been 
eroding over from a neighbouring town, in the h<.nds of a 
party of kidnappers, who were tying his hands ; and it ap- 
peared that the fhout and the report o( the gun were the ex- 
^preflions of joy at having had the good luck' to catch' the 
man : Although this unhappy wretch \ was (hrieking bitter!/, 
the Company's Agent could not think of refcuinghimi know- 
ing that, from the defencelcfs ftate of his own tovvn, retalia- 
tion mi^ht be made on the fettlers refidino: there. Another 
perfort, who was an eye-witnefs to this fcene, confirmed the 
feory to me. 

On another day a young woman, living half a mile off", 
was fold, without any criminal charge whatever, to one of 
the- flave fhips. She was" well acquainted with our Agent's 
wife, aiid had been with her the day before. Fier cries were 
heard, bur! it was impofTible to refcue her ; and fhe therefore 
is gone to improve the population of the Weft Indies. 

At another time, a young lad, about fixteen years of age, 
himfelf one of the free fettlers who went frorcv "Lt^fcft^ ^^ 
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caught by a neighbouring chief, two or three mile,s off, as he 
was itraggling alone from home, and fold for a. (lave, charged 
witji no crime or fault whatever. The pretext was, that fome 
one elfe iji the town had committed an offence, and the firft 
perfon who could be found was feized in confequence ; being 
feen in his chains before he was got to the (hip, he was hap- 
pily recovered by the free fettlers feizing and threatening to 
fell a man of the fame town where the chief redded. 

In, order to mark to the Houfe, ftill more forcibly, the 
fcenes of domeftic mifery to which the Slave Trade gives, 
birth, I will now mention the cafe of one individual family, 
the only family that has come under my immediate view; and 
this alio may ferve as a familiar inftance of the wretchednefs, 
which, in a thoufand fimilar cafes, the Slave Trade muft, 
from its very nature, give occafion to. I mean the family 
of king Naimbanna, the king or chief of that country ; a 
man remarkable for the peaceablenefs of his difpofition, pro- 
tected as much as any man can be protected from thefe vio- 
lences ; attached to his family, living as fecurely as he can 
on his little ifland, wifhing to keep peace, and to promote 
the happinefs of all around him. It has happened to this 
refpectable perfon, in no lefs than three feparate inftances, to 
have fome branches of his family kidnapped, ^nd carried off 
to the Weft Indies. At one time three were decoyed on 
board fhip, on pretence of buying fomething of them, and 
carried off, no one knows whither, by a Danifh flave fliip. 
At another time, another relation was induced to pilot a flave 
veflel down the river; he begged to be put oh fliore when 
he came oppofite his own town, but he was preffed to pilot 
her down to the mouth of the river. The Captain then 
pleaded the impracticability of putting him on fliore, carried 
him to Jamaica, and actually fold him for a flave ; happily, 
however, a letter was conveyed by another veflel to Jamaica 
immediately after, and the man, with fome difficulty, having 
applied, as I underftand, to the Governor of Jamaica, having 
proved that he was kidnapped, and having the advantage 
(which was a moft material point) of being able to fpe&k 
Englifh, was reftored to his family at Sierra Leone. 

Another connexion of King Naimbanna was alfo kid- 
napped, and is now, no doubt, working under the whip of 
fome Driver, He alfo is gone to incrcafe the population of 

our 
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our iflanSs, and is doomed, like the reft, to perpetual flavery 
in the Weft Indies. » ' • 

If the Honourable Gentleman over the way (Mr. Vaughan) 
will excufe my troubling him for the printed Report of the 
Sierra Leone Company, out of which he has quoted one 
paflage to the Houfe, I (hould be glad to read from it part of 
a letter from King Naimbanna, addrefled to Mr, Granville 
Sharp, on this fubjeft. It is a part of the Report as much 
to the point in queftion as that to which the Honourable 
- Gentleman has confined his obfervation. 

Mr, Vaughan having handed the book to Mr. H.Thornton, 

he read the following paflage : " It has been told that thefe 

" people (the free fettlers from England) would in time drive 

u me, by force of arms, back into the country, and take 

u my ports from me. I have received feveral accounts from 

<c factories and Captains of {hips (viz. flave factories and 

" flave Captains) againft the fettlemeht, which I took no 

c< notice of, as I conceived it was, in my opinion, fpite or 

<c envy that they had againft their living in the country ; but 

•* c have ferved them in any little requeft they afked of me, 

u and have endeavoured to keep peace between them and my 

a people, and alfo among themfelves, by fettling a great 

<c many difquiets between them. It was pleafure to do it, 

<c as I thought they would become ufeful to us all in this 

<c country, by teaching us things we know not ; and com- 

cC mon reafon muft tell, that the moft ignorant people in the 

* c world, would be glad to fee their country made good, if 

* they had idea how it might be done. And again, I muft 

<c let you know, that if there were no other reafon for my 

c< wiuring for the welfare of the fettlement, I fhould do it 

tc that there might be flop put to the horrid depredations that 

cc . are fo often committed in this country,' by all countries 

<c that come here to trade. There, are three diftant relations 

<c of mine now in the Weft Indies, carried *away by one 

(C Captain Cox, Captain of a Danifti fhip ; their names as 

u follow : Corpro, Banna, and Morbour. Thefe were 

c< taken out of my river Sierra Leone. I know not how to 

c< get them back. I never hurt or deprived any perfon of 

<c their right or property, or withheld from them what is 

" their due ; fo I only let you know of thefe lads, that there 

* c will be an account taken of them out d^ ox o^xw—^n^t 
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cc was partial to the people of Great Britain, for which caufe 
" I have put up with a great deal of infults from them, more 
u than I fhould from any other country." 

1 will mention one other ftory, of fo horrible a nature as 
almoft to exceed belief. It is trie cafe of a fon who fold his 
own father, in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, for whom 
he got a considerable price ; for as the father was rich in the 
number of his .domeftic flaves, it was not doubted that he 
would redeem himfeif almoft at any price. The old man 
accordingly fold twenty-two of his domeftic flaver, as the 
price of his ranfom \ and the r,eft of his domeftics, beiug from 
that time filled with apprehensions, of being on forr.e ground- 
or other fold to the flave {hips, fled from the dwelling of 
their mafter, to the mountains of Sierra Leone, where they 
how drag on a miferable and precarious life. The fon him-, 
felf was fold in his turn, foon after. In Ihort, the whole of 
that unhappy peninfula, as I learn from eye-witnefles, has 
been defoiated by the trade in flaves. Towns are feen. 
ftanding Without inhabitants, all along the coaft, in feveral of 
which our Agent has been. £very man is armed, if he ftira 
from home. Formerly the country .was in a ftate much, 
nearer to civilization. . The old men at Sierra Leone will, 
tell you, that before the Slave Trade had rifen, there were, 
even fome iron manufactories upon the coaft : but every, 
part acceflible to the flave fhips, appears to have become a 
fcene of defolation and ruin. 

I hope, Sir, after what I have now faidj that the Houfe 
will think me fully juftificd in confidering the prefent queftion $ 
not as if it were the abolition f a trade^ but as the abolition 
of fomething the mojl oppoftte to trade that can pofixbly be. 
conceived. Unfortunately, the Slave Trade has got the 
name of a trade, and manv people have been deceived by the 
mere expreflion : fo far from being a tra:le, it is abfolutely 
the revufe of it ! It is a war^ it is not a trade. It is a crime t 
it is not a commerce. It i? that which prevents, the introduction, 
of a trade into Africa, and this in a thoufand • ways, as I 
could eafily prove, if I were not afraid of trefpafling too far. 
on the patience of this Committee. It is the moil anti- 
commercial of any thing that can well be imagined ; pre*-- 
venting even the introduction of thofe antecedent meafures 
towards the. eftablifhment of a trade, which are in the firft 

place 
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place ncccfla'ry. I will mention one circumftance that -has 
called up much of my attention, which might not commonly 
occur. The want of cultivation, as well as population, in 
thole parts which would naturally be chofen for an European 
fettlement, is a circumftance that exceedingly aggravates the 
unhealthinefs of that climate. It is only by clearing and cul- 
tivating the lands that the climate can be made healthy, and 
it is the Slave Trade that, by difperfing the inhabitants of 
the coaft, and caufing the lands to remain uncultivated, makes 
the coaft at prefent much more unhealthy than the interior 
parts. In fhort, we have found, in attempting to fettle our 
little colony, that it is the Slave Trade which forms our chief 
difficulty \ that it is an obftacle which oppofes itfelf to us in 
a thoufand ways ; that it creates more difficulty and embar- 
raffrnent than all the natural impediments, and is more hard 
to contend with than any difficulties of climate, foil, or na- 
tural difpofitions of the people. 

I think I may fairly fay, therefore, that it is on commer- 
cial principles, and as wifhing well to the commercial inte- 
reft of this country, that I plead for its abolition. 

Having faid fo much on the commercial part of this fub- 
jeft, there is one other ground on which I will fay a -few 
words ; and I am the more induced to do it, becaufe I think 
my Honourable Friend was rather fhort upon this part of his 
argument. I fpeak of the opinion of the people of this country, 
which has lately begun to fhew itfelf. I do not wifh to turn 
. this too much into a conftitutional queftion, being of opinion, 
that perhaps we are too apt in this Houfe to confider every 
queftidn we argue as fome way affe&ing the conftitution. 
I will, however, make this plain obfervation, that it is of the 
utmoft confequence to the maintenance of the conftitution of x 
this country, that the reputation of Parliament mould be 
maintained. The people, and efpecially the more thinking 
and virtuous part of the community, confider this as a quef- 
tion that addrefles itfelf to their confciences j and they are not 
likely to defift from petitioning this Houfe. Nothing, there- 
fore can more prejudice the charafter of Parliament in the 
country — in nq^ way can we give a greater handle to thofe 
who wifli ill to the prefent conftitution, than by any vote of 
our's, that fhould lead the people to entertain an opinion^ 
that the Legiflativc Body of this country itlta& more cot t.^t 
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part of it. It is of the utmoft importance that we fliould not 
be thought by our conftituents flow to adopt principles of 
juftice, or more deaf than they are themfelves to the voice 
of humanity. The people have (hown, by the terms which 
may be feen in their petitions, as well as the petitions them- 
felves, that they do not confider this queftion merely in the 
light, in which the Honourable Gentlemen who fpoke laft, 
feemed to have confidered it ; but they feel a guilt attach- 
ing itfelf to them, fo long as this trade lafts ; and from 
this guilt it is, that they pray us, their reprefentatives, to 
deliver them. It feems to me, in this view of the queftion, 
that it is a very (erious fubjedl indeed. 

It 'has been fometimes infinuated, that Parliament, by 
interfering in this trade, departs from its proper fun&ions'. 
No idea can be more abfurd or falfe than this. Why are we 
fent to Parliament ? Is not the correction of abufes among 
all the fubje&s over whom we have authority, the proper 
bufinefs of the Legiflature ? To watch over the various 
abufes as they arife in the feveral profeflions of life, and to 
make from time to time frefli laws for their corredtion, rs 
our proper, and even our daily and ordinary bufinefs. There 
are many evils, which, from theirdiftance or infignificance, 
efcape our notice at firft ; but when they are grown into 
confequence, it is then that the Legiflature notices them, 
and thinks itfelf indifpenfibly bound to interfere. In every 
view of the fubje&, therefore, I moft heartily fupport the 
motion of my Honourable Friend. I wifti for the Abolition 
of this Trade, Firft, as I have ftated, for the fake of the 
commercial honour and the commercial intereft of this country : 
I wifh for its abolition ftill more, 'becaufe I wifli to maintain 
the good fame and reputation of Parliament^ on which fo ma- 
terially depends the maintenance of our happy conftitution : 
but moft of all I wifh the Abolition of this Trade on thofe 
eternal principles of juftice^ as well as humanity^ to which na- 
tions,, as well as individuals, are bound in all their conduct 
to conform themfelves. 



Mr. Vaughan, in explanation. The Honourable Gen- 
tleman who /poke laft fiippofes that I am a friend to Slavery. 
-" ■ • tfaid 
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I faid I had fome property in the Weft Indies, and, being 
an elder fon, might have looked to the pofleffion pf Negroes ; 
but I declare I never had, nor ever will be poffeffed of a 
(lave. As to the Slave Trade, I thought what I had faid 
might have explained my feelings. I would facrifice any 
thing to a prudent termination of both evils, for all perfons 
muff wifh that neither had commenced, I was anxious to 
protect abfent characters, and confined myfelf to parts which 
might, in the refult, remove prejudices from the Colonifts, 



Mr. Thornton, in reply to Mr, Vaughan. I have not 
meant, by any thing I have faid, to reflect perfonaily on the 
Honourable Gentleman as a friend to flavery. On the 
contrary, I have wifhcd rather to. fay every thing that is 
refpe&ful of both the Honourable Gentlemen. It is rather 
the Slave Trade, than flavery, I have fpoken againft. 



Colonel Tarleton. Sir, notwithstanding all the vio- 
lence with which this motion was fupported laft year ; not- 
withstanding the indefatigable exertions of the Junto, fince 
that period, which are fully evinced by the pile of Petitions 
that have been placed upon the table ; I (hall not fhrinlc from 
the queftion, but proceed to argue againft a fpeculation 
which, if carried into effect, would, I conceive, prove highly 
prejudicial to the immediate and future intesefts of this 
country ; being ftrongly and firmly convinced that huma- 
nity, to become laudable and eftimable, mult be tempered 
withjuftice. 

I dp not confider it neceflary, after the thorough mveftiga- 
tion which this queftion has undergone, and the adjudication 
it received from a refpe&able majority of this Houfe laft year, 
again to enter into all the minutiae, which are neceflarily im- 
plicated in fo important a delate, and which have been al- 
ready fo amply difcuffed ; but I (hall touch upon the different 
prominent features, and ftiall never, I truft, lofe fight of tS\*fc. 
philanthropy which the Abolitioru&^^a^v^^^^^^^^^^ 
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their vantage-ground on this occafion. As I am one of thofe 
that do not think this, (peculation can, after the hearing and 
jre-hearing it has already obtained, be prolonged to any inor- 
dinate length, efpecially when I recollect that affairs of the 
greateft importance to this Houfe and this Country have 
lately been voted by large majorities without inquiry, and 
alrnoft without difcuffion on tbe part of Adminiftration ; yet 
as one of the Reprefentatives of a great and flourishing com- 
mercial town, as a friend to the rights and property of many 
thoufands- of Manufacturers, Merchant?, and Planters, and 
an advocate likewife for Humanity, good Policy, and Juftice, 
I will proceed briefly, and, I truft, clearly, to ftate thofe ar- 
guments which occur to me againft the Abolition of the Afri- 
can Trade. v 

I (hall not now notice the Origin of the Trade ; the fanc- 
tionit has received from Parliament ; the ftate of ignorance 
in which the natives of Africa are involved ; the horrid def- 
potifm which pervades it, in confequence of that barbarifm ; 
or compare the mild government of the Weft Indies, with 
the favage tyranny of the Kings and Princes of Africa; but 
endeavour to point out the impolicy and impoflibility of abo- 
lilhing the African Trade. The different States of Europe 
are, and have been for ages paft, folicitous to increafe their 
Commerce, their Colonies, and their Slave Trade ; and by 
experience have found, that the profperity of all depended up- 
on the fuccefs of each. 1 need not enumerate the Portugueze, 
the Danes, the Dutch, the Spaniards, and the French, who 
were reported in this Houfe to have been on the ftart to out- 
race us in the fupprefficn of the Slave Trade, but who, by 
authoritits which I have now in my hand, are actually foremoit 
in the courfe for its continuance and extenfion. It is appa- 
rent, therefore, as I had the honour, on a former occafion to 
lemark to this Houfe, that if we were difpofed to facrifice our 
African Trade, other nations would not enter into fo ruinous 
a fdan. The French, for Inftance, depend greatly on their 
Weft India Trade as afource both of revenue and navigation. 
I have it not now in contemplation to expatiate on the fituation 
of St. Domingo; to that I fhall prefently advert;) will they 
fuffer a trade,' upon which their whole commerce turns, to 
Janguifh ? No ; they would thank us for our miftaken ideas 
of humanity, and they would profit by them > the difadvan- 
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tage would be our's ; the advantage would be their's ; and 
the condition of the African would be exactly the fafne, whe- 
ther he eroded the Atlantic in an Englifli, or any. other Eu r 
ropean bottom ; and fhould we perfift in fo wild a project as ; 
Abolition, the Continent will foon be fupplied wijh Englifli 
houfes, Englifli (hips, and Englifli capitals. 

Having fta.ted the prefent fttuation of Europe, with regard 
to the African Trade, it does/iot, I think, require much pene-r 
tration or judgment to detect and expofe the fallacious do£bin,e 
of thofe Sectaries, who would attempt to abolifli what other 
nations encourage and protect. A portion of common fenfe, 
which in general contributes more to the public good than fo- 
phiftry or enthufiafm, and which frequently difperfes the mifts 
which Eloquence, Prejudice, and Fanaticifm, endeavour .to 
raife, to cover their own purpofes, enables the majority of this 
Houfe, and of this Country, to declare, that an Abolition oij. 
the part of r.ngland alone, will not abplilh.the trade in general. 

Unlefs a place of Congrtfs (hall be appointed, and unlefs 
all the nations of Europe accede to fuch a pFopofition, and 
when their deputies (hall be aflembled, enter fully into the 
project of Abolition; we only create difficulties and embar- 
raflments for our own Merchants and Manufacturers, without . 
effecting any other pu~pofe. Nay, perhaps our prefent wild, 
fanatical manner of conducting this fpeculation, may alienate 
the afife£Uons of our Colonifts, who, through a deluge of blood, 
may work out for themfelves another independence, or may 
throw themfelves into the arms of thofe confederated (rates, , 
"yvhofe conftitution tells us, that they have a facred regard for 
public faith, and private property.^ 

Though I fincerely wifh, for the honour of human nature, 
that an eternal veil'dould be drawn over the recent horrible 
tranfa&ions in St. Domingo, I cannot help noticing fome 
circumftances, becaufe they feerh to originate in the fame prin- 
ciples and practices, which fome people in this Country have 
lately adopted, with regard to the Weft-India Iflands. I (hall 
not attempt to defcribe the barbarities and horrors of thofe 
fcenes 9 which have been difplayed at St. Domingo — a bare re- 
cital of which, would make an impreflion upon the hardeft . 
heart, and moft inacceffible under (landing, without, the afliftr 
anct of pathetic eloquence, or laboured ipgenuity. I (hall 
therefore turn the attention of the Convvivvtx^ itwsw^ w*xk^-- 
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plation of rapes, of maffacres, of conflagrations, of impaled 
infants, and ads of parricide, and endeavour to point out 
conciiely, the impolicy, as well as danger, of our now purfu- 
ing the objedt of Abolition. 

Partial extrads of the debates of this Houfe, and the gar- 
bled ftatements of evidence, which have been fo induftri- 
oufly circulated, both in this Country, and through all the 
Colonies, have created alarm and diftruft throughout every 
Ifland in the Weft-Indies : all the letters from that quarter of 
the Globe, fpeak moft forcibly of the mifchiefs' and dangers 
that mayarife, and which actually threaten the White-Inha-, 
bitants. I have within this laft week received a letter from a 
refpe&able officer at Antigua, defcribing the fickly fituatiok 
of the King's troops, owing to the frequent detachments 
required from them, in order to awe or fupprefs infurredtions 
amongft the Negroes, throughout the different Iflands. Go- 
vernment has been made acquainted with thefe circumftances, 
and the perils which confequently impended, and to relieve 
the minds of the Colonifts : and to counteract the abfurd vote 
of the Minifter, that very Minifter has been compelled to fend 
a reinforcement of Infantry, and a Regiment of Light Dra- 
goons ; the vote of this night may require additional troops, 
and if this chimerical project is to be revived every year, the 
Army of England may be fully employed in the Weft Indies. 

On the fubje& of the Petitions, which have been lately 
prefented, I muft beg leave to obferve, that though I enter- 
tain the higheft refpe& and veneration for the Petitions of the 
people of England, I cannot yield my admiration on the pre- 
sent occafion, becaufe I think that their fentiments have not 
been fairly colle&ed. The form and language of the Petitions 
bear too ftrong a refemblance to each other, they appear to 
be the manufa&ure of the Se&aries of the Old Jewry ; and 
the (ignatures do 'not ftamp them, in my mind, with any ad- 
ditional credit or authority. Unexpected and unfolicited 
letters have lately poured in upon me, from the moft refpeft- 
able individuals, in all parts of England, defcribing the vari- 
ous artful modes adopted for obtaining and creating Signa- 
tures, and to an honourable Member now in my eye, I am 
indebted for an extenfiye correfpondence, even in the remotefl; 
parts of Scotland. 
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In fome villages and towns, mendicant physicians, and 
itinerant clergymen, 'have exercifed a) moil unexampled zeal 
and induftry, and difplayed the ingenuity of Scapin to extort 
names, from the fick, the indigent, and the traveller: in 
others, the grammar-fchools have received ceremonious vifits, 
from the indefatigable em i (Tar ies of the Abolitionitts ; and the 
boys have been indulged with the glad fome tidings of a holi- 
day, provided they would fign their own, and the names in the 
neighbourhobd ; and, when on examination, the Inhabitants 
could not furnifli Signatures, fufficiently numerous, they have 
been defired to employ their imagination, to give to tt airy 
<c nothings, a local habitation and a name !" 

Colonel Tarleton then adverted to the Letters in his poflef- 
iion, to fupport what he had juft advanced, and amongft them 
read the following extracts : 



Warrington, March, 1792. 
"Sir, 

<c Having with pleafure frequently obfervea\ that you are the 
Champion for the Trade of Liverpool^ I beg leave to communi- 
cate to you a piece of intelligence I lately pick'd up y on my return 

from a journey to Manchefter^ relative to the mode purfued by 
the Partizans for the Abolition, in order to procure as many 
names as they can to their Petitions. I fell in company with a 
very refpeclable Trade/man of Warrington^ who told me he had 
a fon jufl returned from fchool at Bolton ; where a Petition to 
Parliament for the Abolition had been induftrioujly handed about \ 
to obtain the fignatures of all ranks of people^ from the higheji 
to the lowejl y and that in order to procure all the names they pof* 

Jibly could, real or imaginary , they waited on the fchool- boy s 9 
and not only got them to Jign their own name x, but alfo as many 
more names of their neighbours as they could recoiled. Some of 
the arch boys (of lefs retentive memories) perceiving that thofe 
hoys wbo could recoiled mojl names met with the greateft applauje y 
in order to receive a proportional Jhare ofpraife, fi'flfigned their 
own names with others they did recoiled j after that they invented 
new names) and put them down alfo.— Any comments I could 
make on fuch Petitions being conftdered as the fen fe of the people 
of Bolton, &c* to you would bejuperfuous / only give you 
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the fail, which I coxfeder as my duty, as a ivclLwiJhcr to the 
Ale r chants and Trade of Liverpool, to inform you of: therefore 
hope you will pardon the liberty 1 now take. 

I am, 
IPitb the greateft refped, 
Sir, 
Tour mo/l obedient, - 

humble Servant, 
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Colonel Tarletonhas the original Letters in his poffeffion, 
but does not feel authorized to pubiiih the names of the Writers . 

" Honoured Sir, Chester, March 30, 1792. 

" Knowing there was a Petition carried on here for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, fegned by a number of names, a 
great number of which I thought whs very improper fnonid be 
fent to that Honourable Houfe of which you are a Member, as it 
was chief y children belonging to the different fchools in this city ; 
and among/! the reft, h was brought to the jchool of which I am 
afcholar, and was figned (by defer e of my m after) by every boy 
in the fchool that could write his name, my f elf excepted. 

Tour's refpeftfully, 



.»» 



Relative to the fignatures of the boys, the Colonel refer- 
red to the following paflage in a letter from Sheffield. M You 
<c have time to eRabliJh the truth of it by inquiry, before \ the 
u matter is difcujjed, or by a line addreffed to 

" The Rev. Charles Chadwick, mafeer of the 

u grammar fchool. 
" Rev. Matthew Preston, EngJijh grammar fchovL 
" JolHN Eadon, mafter of the fee writing Jchool \ 
w Or moft of the other writing fchool maflers in this place" 
The Colonel obferved, that he would not tire the patience 
of his hearers by reading letters in his pofleffion written by 
refpedtable individuals refident at the. following places : 
Portfmouth Culrofs 

ipfwich Manchefter 

St. Andrew's ^ . Edinburgh 
Carlifle / Hull 

Dorchefter Chefter, &c. &c. &c. 

jSwanfea, The 
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The Magiflxates of the places whence thefe extraordinary 
Petitions 'have ' originated, have feldom been approached. 
The Town Halls have ftill more rarely had thefe Petitions 
difplayed in then^ in order to await the deliberation, the de- 
cifion, or the fignatures of the grave, refpe&able, and in- 
formed part of the community. No, Sir, parts of the flimfy, 
hearfay evidence, which for a length of time opprefled and 
difgraced the table of this Houfe, were mutilated, diftorted, 
and reduced to the fize of pamphlets, in order to promote 
their circulation throughout all the ale-ho.ufes and excife-oifi- 
cesin this kingdom ; where the unwary and uninformed were 
tricked out of their humanity, by inflammatory extracts ; and 
from fuch fources moft of the petitions, which, I had almoft 
faid difgraced, the figners and the receivers, have been pro- 
duced ! 

Great God, Sir, is this a decent, honourable, or deco- 
rous manner of learning, or (howing to the world the. fend* 
ments of the people of this country ? No, Sir, it is equally an 
infult and mockery upon the people and Parliament of Eng- 
land. 

I cannot help faying a few words at this moment on the 
difference of the evidence brought before the Privy Council^ 
and the Select Committee of the Houfe, by both parties, pre- 
vious to the difcufiion of J aft year. 

I need not ftigmatize the Abolitionifts, by mentioning ths 
names of the generality of their evidences : nor need I fay- 
any thing more in eulogy of the principal evidences brought 
forward by the Merchants and Planters, than merely repeat the 
names of Lord Shuldham, Admiral Harrington, Admiral - 
Arbuthnot, Admiral Edwards, Anmiral Hotham, Commo- 
dore Gardner, Lord Macartney, Lord Rodney, Sir RalpJi 
Payne, Sir J. Dalling, Sir Archibald Campbell, Mr. Baillie* 
Mr, Hibbert, and a long lift of refpectable characters* If 
I was- to analyfe the bulk of the evidence, I fhotild exhauft 
the patience of the Committee, in con trailing the ignorance, 
the malice, and fapaticifm of fome, with the veracity the in- 
genuoufnefs, and the candour of others. In fhort, I fhould 
exhibit, if I gave a true picture, a variegated view of the 
fair and foul principles which dignify and debafe the human 
mind. 
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1 have no fmall degree of fatisfa&ion refulting from the op- 
portunity the Honourable Gentleman, who opened this day's 
debate, has afforded me, of juftifying a refpe&able body of 
my conftituents. Ke has been pleafed to enlarge upon the 
lofles fuftained on the paflage from Africa to the Weft Indies. 
Notwithftanding his calculations, his fabrications, or his Com- 
ments, I can pledge myfelf to this Houfc, and this country, in 
afferting and maintaining, the average lofs per cent, does not 
exceed four and a half, fince the regulations were impofed on 
the Slave (hips. If we advert to tjie voyages of the King's 
troops, or the tranfportation to Botany Bay, the comparifon is 
highly favourable to the African Trade. 

Another aflertionof the Honourable Gentleman's I beg leave 
likewife to repel* He ftill choofes to enlarge on the mor- 
tality amongft the feamen, and from thence draws an inference 
prejudicial to the Town of Liverpool, and city of Briftol. — 
For the former of thofe ports (and we may conclude that the 
fame trade is conducted in the fame manner as at the latter) 
I muft again repeat what I had the honour to deliver to the 
Houfe laft year, as there is no event which gives me reafon 
to doubt its veracity : — " The Liverpool African Trade is, 
<c in proportion to the number of hands it employs, the moft 
4t productive nuriery for feamen that belongs to the commerce 
". of this country. For, admitting for a moment the exag- 
tt gerated. calculations which have gone abroad, of the mor- 
" tality cf the Seamen employed in this Trade ; admitting 
w that 642, out of 3170 pcrfons, die in trie voyage of one 
Ci year; admitting farther, that half this mortality falls upon 
cc that half of the crew which is compofed of Seamen and Of- 
w fleers, and confequently that 321 Seamen perifhed in the 
" courfeof one year's voyage, yet as 1585 Landfmen from 
u the finglepoit of Liverpool alone, in fpite of that fabrics- 
" ted mortality, contributes annually, by means of this 
<c Trade, an augmentation of 943 perfons to the Navy 
« of Great Brtain." 

I (hall not trefpafs longer on the patience of the Commit- 
tee, farther than making one more obfervation on the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman's Speech, in which fo little novelty oc- 
curred. He was pleafed to fay that white people, and the 
failors in particular, could work in the Weft Indies. — In an- 
fwtr to that aflertion, I (hall refer to what I deem good' au- 
thority 
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thority— the teftimony of many refpe£feble Officers. It 
would be tirefometo enumerate the namrfs of all the Officers 
who have ferved in that part of the world; for they generally, 
I believe, without a Angle exception, maintain the truth of 
what I advance.— If he does not like Naval or Military Au- 
thorities, I will indulge the Honourable Gentleman with 
other proofs of my uflertiqn. It has been found by experience 
that the riatives of Europe could not endure any labour 
under the intemperate heat of the Weft Indies.— Frequent 
attempts have been made to cultivate eftates with white la- 
bourers. In this experiment the French are faid to have loft 
12,000 whites in the year 1763. The Aflembly of Jamaica 
offered great encouragement in the year 1749, to induce 
white families to fettle in that Ifland, but of the few that 
went, in ten years there were no remains. 

With refpeft to the value of the African and Weft India 
Trade to this country, examined either feparately or collec- 
tively, no perfon has yet prefumed to doubt the benefits de- 
rived from tjiem. The Manufacturers and Merchants of this 
country find their intereft materially allied to the exiftence of 
the former $ and though, on a prior occafion, the Honour- 
able Gentleman who moved the queftion was pleafed to ftyle 
the African Trade " a Lottery, at Liverpool," it has been 
found by experience to be generally a profitable concern, and 
that the morals and fortunes of the individuals, who enter 
into it, are not fo much debafed and ruined, as thofe of their 
neighbours, by their connection, with the ftate lottery of this 
country. 

By an Abolition, feveral hundred {hips, feveral thoufand 
Tailors, and fome millions of induftrious mechanics, will lofe 
their employment, and be rendered worfe than ufelefs ; for a 
fudden chafm of this fort will undoubtedly prove of the moft 
dangerous confequences to fociety. 

A jcqtly deficit, of fix millions, which is the loweft average, 
and admitted by all fides of the I£oufe, and which will rail 
on the manufacturers, fhip-builders, and a large body of the 
working people, "will be fenfibly felt in this country, though 
•her induftry and commerce flourifh almoft beyond calcula- 
tion. And if I add to this defalcation of our commerce and 
revenue, the lofs of our Colonies, which are eftimated at 
icvpnty millions, which, from the beft authorities, are totally 

F dependent 
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dependent on the African Trade, what new difcovery or con* 
trivance is to remedy an evil which would paffy the very ex- 
iftence of the national profperity ? 

The oppofition to the queftion now before the Houfe, is fo 
connefted with the well-being- and good government of this 
country, that if I was an enemy to the Conftitution of Eng- 
land, which has been die work of ages, and which, though a 
food, all muft acknowledge to be a very complicated machine, 
would vote for the Abolition of the African Trade. It cer- 
tainly will be allowed, that a government, conftituted like the 
one we now enjoy, is a new work in the annals of mankind* 
The great extent of commerce and credit, and the ftupendous 
national debt, which overfhades.the revenue of Great Britain, 
are circumftances to which we can find no parallel in hif- 
tory. Through the medium of fcience, and the extenfion of 
labour and manufadures, we are enabled to penetrate into 
every country, to become the merchants of every ftate, and the 
citizens of every ctime. 

To our commercial fuccefs, therefore, we may fairly attri- 
bute our great increafe of power, wealth, and confequcnce ; 
and our public and national debt has unfortunately, whether 
firom error in Government, or not, I will not pretend to de- 
cide, kept pace with that power, that wealth, and that con- 
sequence. If, therefore, we attempt to circumfcribe the 
means which have enabled us to arrive at the fummit of com- 
mercial profperity, fhall we not endanger our Conftitution by 
raflily drying up the fources which fwelled the tide, and gave 
rapidity to the current of our commercial importance and na- 
tional revenue. 

I need not enter into a minute defcription of the origin of 
the African Trade, or the origin of the National Debt- If 
either were to commence de novo y there would not be found in 
this Houfe, or in this .country, a more* ftrenuous oppofer of 
fuch Speculations ; buf circumftanced as we now are, it is the 
intereft and duty of every good citizen, not to opprefs the 
main-fpring of Government, but to facilitate and regulate its 
movements with care and circumfpe&ion. 

If, Sir, we violate the fanftion of Parliament, and touch 
the vitals of our Commerce, with a rough and injudicious 
hand, We endanger the exiftence of our prefent Conftitution. 
By the moderation and prudent interference of this Houfe, the 

African 



( 83 ) 

African Tradej if mal-pra&ices exift in it, may be melio- 
rated*; by timely information we. may correft the abufes in 
Government, increafe the general profperity of this country, 
and reftore arid invigorate the powers of the Legiflature. 
But, if with an imprudent temerity, we daringly ftrike at the 
root of our commerce, we undermine our prefent advantages, 
and deftroy our future expectations ; and the Reprefentatives 
of the people will be guilty of fuicide upon the laws, the 
profperity, and the conftitution of Englarid; 



Mr. M. Montagu.—^ wifh tq fcring to the recolle&ion 
of the Houfe, that on a former occafion, when my Honour- 
able Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) introduced a Motion for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1 abftained from troubling the 
Houfe with any argument. For, however anxious I may be 
to teftify my opinion, and to prove that I have formed a judg- 
ment not more firm, than candid and deliberate, upon the 
fubje& ; yet knowing, that from the ardor with which I have 
entered on the purfuit, and from the many hours I have been 
induced to fpend upon it, I may be fufpefted of an intempe- 
rate zeal, and of fomewhat of the feelings of a party, I have 
been willing to yield my ftation in the conteft to thofe who 
may be fuppofed to come with cooler imaginations ; and have 
tied myfelf down, in the fituation of a fp?£ator, to an atten- 
tive confideration of the arguments adduced orj each fide of 
the queftion. It is in this pofition, that, diverting myfelf as 
far as lean of all I have thought before upon the rubjeit, and 
•giving a candid entertainment to the obje&ions of the adver- 
fary, 1 have been more than ever confirmed in the foundnefs 
of my principles, and in the opinion of the policy* as well as 
juftice of the Abolition. It is now then no longer in my pow- 
fcr* confiftent with the duties I owe to my counery, to juftice, 
and humanity^ to refrain from uttering what I conceived to 
i>e my unalterable fentiments upon the fubjedt, and I entreat 
the Houfe td believe, that it is in difcharge of this duty 
I addrefs them* and. not fro^i any impertinent deiire of obtru- 
ding myfelf on their notice. 

F 2 ^>*l 
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But btfdrc I enter oil the argument, I wifh to obviate 
a prejudice entertained againft the friends of an Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, who are accufect of proceeding in a<rafh 
and precipitate manner to their conclufion, ujx>n abftract arid 
impracticable grounds ; and of infixing on an abfiird extreme 
by Abolition, while they reje& a wife, temperate, and prac- 
ticable medium by Regulation. To do away this prejudice, 
I am defirous of offering fome preliminaries to the adverfary, 
which may ferve as a juft point of reference between us. All 
I require on their parts is to concede, that in the Slave Trade' 
there exifts a great evil, which muft of rieceffity be remedied, 
and that the means of remedy ought to be fuch, as will be 
effectual to the object, and not ad idle mockery and delufion. 
In return for this conceflion, I am ready to admit, that, in* 
afmiich as it is the duty of legiflators to remedy exiftirig 
evils* and thofe evils particularly of the mod extenfive and 
pernicious influence, it isnolefs their duty to apply that re- 
medy in the leaft hazardous manner the nature of the evil will 
admit} and to feel themfelves refpdnfible, that the hand of the 
phyfician fbould be the hand of a friend, and not the rafh in- 
terference of an empiric. I hope the Houfe will feel, that 
while I offer thefe principles as a ftandard by which to mea- 
fure all I have to fay on the fubjeel, I am defirckis to ef- 
tablifh a fair and impartial criterion between the two parties. 

With the impreffion of the latter ftrong upon my mind, I 
(hall proceed to argue the queftion, and to lay before the 
Houfe, the feafods which convince my mind, that no regula- 
tion, fhort 6f an Abolition of the trade, will be effectual ; 
and that a regulation by any df thofe' means which alone can be 
thought likely to have any effect, will prove infinitely more 
dangerous to the fecurity of the planters, both in their perfoiis 
and property, than the Abolition. I (hall hot make any ef* 
fort to prove, that the application of any regulation^ to the 
original grievance on the coaft of Africa is impdffible, be- 
caufe the truth there appears fo obvious, that t may almpft 
take it as a conceflion of the opponent. For hovt is it poffibTe 
to afcertain the Juftice of the captivity of each individual, 
whom we force away into bondage ? Can we eftafclifh tribu- 
nals all along the coaft,' and in every (hip, to inquire into the 
effences committed by each flavej arid into the legality of tticj 

punifhmentf 
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jmnifcment ? What judges' can we find far fuch an ofice f 
But admitting, for the argument's fake, that we could in- 
vent fuch a tribunal, as migt)t afcertain the right of the feller to . 
the perfons of thofe who are enflaved on the coaft, what ex- 
pedient could we imagine io bring evidence of the juftice of 
the captivity, or by far the greater number, who were brought 
frofii great diftances inland ? The impoffibjjity of fuch regu* 
lations is fo clear, that I fhall not wafte time in proving it. 
But before I pafs to another part of the fubjedr, I wifh the 
ffoufe to paufe, and recoiled, that if it were indeed impofli- 
ble to do away the evil of this part of the trade, how ftrong* 
how evident, how invincible ought to be the neceffity pleaded 
for the continuance of what is irremediably unjuft in its foun- 
dation ! 

v I (hall not dwell much upon the proof of the ineflicacy q£ 
regulations as to the' Middle Paflage. My Honourable 
Iprietad" has fhown, that however the mqrtality might be ab^ed 
m rhbft of the (hips, by the regulations of §ir Williain/Dol- 
ben's Bill,yet ? wherever a contagious diftemper happens to 
break out'(and fuch in many inftances muft always te expedt- 
edj-the greateft part of the cargo is fwept awayv and the ave- • 
rageof deaths? is by thefe inftances ftill kept up to a (hocking 
p\d enormous height. "- - 

' 'What I would With principally to inculcate, is the impofli- 
bility of applying 'regulations in the W?ft Indies, without 
fliorc danger to tlie persons' and property of the' planters,' than 
would accrueby the Abolition. This part of the argument 
| ant particularly defirous to enforce, becaiife J know t h at up* 
6nthis, and upon the ftate of the population in thi? iflands, 
the whole mealure rnuft reft With thofe to whom we mud look 
tor a majority, with the perfons who' admit the injuftice of the 
trade, but who believe, or at leaft fear, the danger and impo- 
licy of an Abolition. My (irft pofition here Will he, that np 
regulations can Be rendered effe&ujal to the proteflSon of the 
flavein the Weft Indies, "which do not admrt the evidence of 
{he Negro in a Court Of Juftice. My jfceond, that to ad- 
mit the evidence of a' Negro in a Court of Juftice will be 
infinitely rriore dangerous to the perfons and the property of the 
Planters than the : Abolition of the trade. In the fir ft pla£e, 
t would' wi(h Gentlemen' to confider what is to be done by 
regulation for the protc&ion of the (lave ? Should \\ ^ *ti- 
.:;;.. F 3 " ^S«A 
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influence on their conduct. 1 wifh the Planters to conficfer 
, the great increafing progrefs, which the opinion of the injus- 
tice of the Trade is making in the Nation at large, as mani- 
fefted by the Petitions, which had aim oft obttru&ed the pro* 
ccedings of the Houfe by their perpetual introduction. They 
muft begin to perceive, that it is no longer poflible to ftifle 
the bufinefs in the birth, that offended Juftice will at length, 
with an uplifted arm, break down ail oppofitton, and ttut the 
minds of the reprefentatives would be found in union with 
the opinions of their conftituents. It is now, therefore, for 
them to fave their credit, and to take care that the retribution 
to the injured Africans (hall not be made without their con- 
currence. * The other defcription of perfons, whofe atten- 
tion I requeft (and whom I have reafon to believe to be a 
large body) are fuch as have been led to afcribe the agitation 
of this queftion to the fame fpirit of abftraft and impracticable 
equalization, which they dread to fee applied to the deftru&i • 
on of order and good government in our invaluable Conftitu- 
tion. If there be any perfons with this apprehenfion, they 
will do well to confider whether they had not better be in hafte 
to deftroy that aflbciation, and by feparating the real evil' 
from the imaginary grievance, to deftroy the credit which 
the latter may derive from being connected in opinion with 
the former. If they negle& to remedy a moft abominable 
and crying abufe, againft which every feeling of reafon, reli- 
gion, and even political wifdom, revolts with abhorrence, dor 
they not play into the hands of thofe, who conftrue their dread 
of innovation on other occasions, into an obftinate refift*i\CQ 
of truth, juftice, and expediency? 

I fhall now conclude with repeating a profeffion I formerly 
made, that I will never ceafe to promote the Abolitioh of thq 
Slave Trade, with every faculty, of body and ^m'md, till the 
injuries of humanity areredrefled, and the national character 
relieved from the deepeft difgrace that is recorded in the an- 
nals of mankind. ~. 
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Mr. Whitbread. The fubject has undergone fo full 
and fair a difcuflion, and the arguments that have been urged 
to prove that the motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
is founded in principles of impolicy and injuftice, have fo 
compleatly failed of their effect, that I do not deem it necef- 
fary to occupy much of the time of the Committee, and 
therefore mail not long detain tr^em. Could I conceive that 
the trade is, as fome have afferted it to be, founded on prin- 
cipled of humanity ; could I conceive that the miferable 
Africans are refcued from death and torture in their own 
country, and that upon being carried to the Weft Indies, 
a happier clime and more luxuriant foil, they are put under 
the dominion of kind and humane mailers ; that their toil is 
light, and their labour eafy ; that their days are fpent in 
healthy, and pleating* occupation, and not confumed in dreary 
and oppreflive labour, and that at evening they return to 
their homes, chearfully to the fong and the dance, and retire 
to reft, unfatigued, and with hearts at eafe ; that in the 
morning they rife, invigorated by reft, and alert with chear- 
fulnefs, to purfue an occupation that is mild and eafy ; were 
I : convinced, that-ia ficknefs they are attended with care 
and (kill, and that their old age is rendered comfortable by 
the enjoyment of peace and plenty, and that they lay them 
down to deep the deep of death, in calmnefs and refignation ; 
yrere I convinced, that thefe were circumftances that exifted 
in truth, and are fubftantiated by fe£t, even then, I would 
vote that the Slave Trade be aboli&ed ; inafmuch, as I am 
convinced, that that which is in principle fundamentally 
wrong, no practice whatever can render right and pardon- 
able. No argument can prove, rror any eloquence perfuade 
me, that man is torn from his native country, and his'dcareft 
connexions, for the purpofe of nourifhment, and that he is 
delivered into the hands of man, in order to warrant his fafety, 
and procure his .protection. Who will aflert, that man, 
when delivered into the hands of man, will not be ill 
treated ? Who will fay that he {hall not fuffer ? It is 
the known effecl: of power upon the human heart, and it 
muft neceflarily happen, that not only thofe who were ori- 
ginally good, by being pofleffed of arbitrary power become 
bad, but that many cxercife a greater degree of cruelty thaa 
they would otherwife have imagined^ ?tcwcv \\\^ w.\^ w<^xsv- 
ftance of their being enabled to do fo VvOci: \m^>xcv\vj* X*\srs* 
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man is fubjecl: to the dominion of his fellow creature, there 
muft, on the one hand, be tyranny, and on the other, a deep 
fenfe of injury : it is the quality of defpotifin to corrupt the 
heart, ana deaden the finer feelings of nature. Of the hard- 
ened and cruel among mankind, there are already too great a 
number, and to permit perfons of that defcription, to poflefs 
power over their fellow creatures, is to fuffer an evil that is 
dangerous and unjuftifiable indeed. I beg leave to obferve, 
that expreflions have failen from fome of thofe who have con- 
tended for the humanity of the Slave Trade, that convince me, 
that barbarities ex id in that traffic 1c that are difgraceful to. 
human nature. I have heard it affeited in this Houfe, I do 
not impute it invidioufly to any one ; but it was an expreffion 
that forcibly ftruck my mind ; I mean an expreffion of am 
Honourable Gentleman in his place in the laft feffion of Par- 
liament, on the difcuflion of the Sierra Leone bufinefs, who* 
when he came to fpeak of the flaves, in an account of the 
felling rff % the flock of a plantation, faid, that the flaves 
fetched lefs than their common price, becaufe they were 
damaged ! — Damaged ! Does not this imply that the flave had 
fpent the beft part of his life in the fervice of a mailer, who 
parts with him for a fmall compenfation, and leaves him to 
linger out the remainder of his miferable exiftence with a 
matter, perhaps of more fevere manners, a hardier nature, 
and in all probability not lefs arbitrary in his difpofition ? I 
cannot but mention a paflage that I difcovered in the perufal of 
a pamphlet pubKfhed in the defence of the Slave Trade, • the 
author of whxh, describing the happy fituation of the negroes, . 
among other felicitous circumftances obferves, that a good 
negro wants no character, for his fervices may be feen, as it . 
were, and his value appreciated, by the marks he bore of 
chains, galls, and laflies. What is that, but to fay that 
fuch inftruments of torture are made ufe of, and that laflies , 
are inflicted that leave indelible marks ? And who will fay, 
that they were juflly inflicted ? An Honourable Gentleman, 
who this evening fpoke for the firft time in this Houfe (Mr. 
Vaughan) has faid, that he heartily wilhed for the Abolition 
of the trade, and yet has argued in favour of its continuance. 
That Gentleman has declared, that upon going over to the 
IVeft Indies, he was fttrprifed to find the (laves in fo good a 
ftuation, ; but he has alfo obferved* that xh^ we ?J\ v** «A 
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degraded, and putting 'flaVery and cruelty out of the queftlqn, v 
are better off than the popr of this country. What is it t: 
tye want. to abolifh ? It is cruelty and flavery that we wifh 
to abolifh, ,and thereby to do away that dreadful diftin&ion 
which degrades their condition, and reduces them below the. 
level of their fellow creatures. The Honourable Gentleman 
basexprefled his admiration of their refignation ; biit is it not, 
that fort of refignation which is the confequence of d^fpair? 
He has alio faid, that one of the overfeers alked a flave, who 
♦was idle, u What do you think your matter bought you for? 
Did he not buy you to labour ?" and that the flave thereupon 
directly began to work. Had the negro ufed any reply, . 
what would have been the argument in anfwer, but thoie 
wheals and fears which he could not have refifted ? — Witli 
refpccT: to the aflertion that the commerce of the country 
would be materially affected by an Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, as the fubjeft has been fo ably difcuffed, I will not 
detain the Committee upon that point. Nothing has paiTed 
to alter my opinion on the f'ubjecl: \ but as an Honourable 
Friend of mine (Colonel' TarJeton) who has made a very 
£ble defence of the trade, has a 'erred that the petitions which 
have been prefentcd from all parts of the kingdom, do not 
contain the general opinion of the people, or fpeak their 
fentiments, but that they have been obtained by artifice, and 
were undeferving of credit ; I muft beg leave to obferve, 
that my Honourable Friend has adduced rather unfatisfa&ory 
jpvidence to prove, that the Petitions do not fpeak the voice 
of the country. I have had the honour to prefent a petition 
from my conftituents, and I will venture to lay, that there 
does net exift more refpe&able name* in the kingdom than 
thofe of the perfons who have figned that Petition. • It has 
been faid by my Honourable Friend, that there is a ftrong 
fimilitude in their tenor and fubftance. That is a circum- 
ftance, by no means to be wondered at. There is" but one 
plain tale to tell, and it is not furprifing that it has been t Id 
in nearly the fame manner and expreflions. There is but 
one boon to afk, and that is the Abolition of the Slave Tn-J". 
The Petitions contain the fentiments of the peopk- in gene- 
ral, and neither can they be. in validated., tuvc \2cve. sn V^w^ ^^ 
the table b * di/proved, by the ep\ft\e ctf a. crakes '^ON wtvevj^- 
Jon, or the later of a Chefter ichoo\-bov . T\« ^^^! 
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Gentleman who has brought forward the queftion, has been 
accufed pf enthufiafm : I am as warm an advocate for die 
Abolition of the Slave Trade as the Honourable mover of 
the queftion ; but neither of them have ftarted ar* idea of the; 
Slaves being emancipated ; they are as yet unfit for fuch a 
bleffing. It is not for the emancipation of the Slaves, but 
for an Abolition of the Slave Trade, that they have con- 
tended. Is that a proof of enthufiafm or fanaticifm, or is it 
a proof of 'a calm and rational inveftigation ? That meafures 
may be adopted for a gradual emancipation, as a Right Hon, 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) laft year fuggefted, Is, I ajni perfuaded^ 
the wlfh of every confederate man, and is the pbje& that we 
have iq yjew. — An Honourable Gentleman has faid fomething 
about two great orators, and men of diftinguilhed abilities^ 
having united their talents on the occafion, and who have 
given greater credit to the Honourable Gentlefhan who made 
the motion, by acceding to his Opinion on the fubje&, than 
he merits. I do not believe, that the eloquence of the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman has prevailed upon them to acquiefce in 
his opinion, but that the naked truth and fimple juftice of die 
fubje'S, have induced them to fupport the queition ; and if 
ariy thing could yield additional weight to that of the con- 
viction I entertain, that the traffick is inhuman and impolitic, 
it would be the circumftance of the two gentlemen in ques- 
tion, men of fuch eminent talents an8 brilliant abilities, ami 
who are in habits of oppofition to each other j uniting on the 
occafion, and contending for the Abolition of the trade ; 
convinced as I am that that union is the confequence of the 
clearnefs of their minds, and the irrefiftible force of truth.— 
I truft, that thofe are not to be found who exult irt the cala- 
mities that have recently occurred in St. Domingo. - If fuch 
men exift, in my mind they merit exclufidn from fociety, 
and ought to be driven from civilized life. For my own . 
part, I difclarm all exultation on the fubje&. An Honourable 
Gentleman has declared, that thofe calamities are the firft 
fruits of laft year's Debate on the Slave Trade. I deny the 
aflertion, and contend that they are the effeft of the Trade 
jtfelf. There is a point of endurance, beyond which human 
nature cannot go f at which the mind of man rifes by its na-' 
tive elafticity with a fpring and violence proportioned to the 
degree to which it has 5een deprefled. The calamities iri 

: Su Doming 
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St; Domingd are the effefl: of the Slave Trade, arid pro- 
ceeded from no other caufe ; and if the trade Continues, 
fimilar evils are to be apprehended in our Weft India Iflands. 
The cruelties practifed by the blacks in St. Domingo they 
have learned from their opptefliye matters : — " Hath not an 
u African eyes ? Hath not an African hands, organs, dimen- 
" lion?, fenfes, pinions Ms he riot fed with the fame foodj 
<c hurt with the fame weapons, fubje£t to -the fame difeafes, 
u healed by the. fame means, warmed and cooled by the fame 
u funimer and winter as we are ? If you prick him, does he 
" not bleed ? If you tickle him, does he not laugh ? If you 
J c poifon him, does he not die ? And if you wrong him, mall 
<c he not revenge ?• If he is like you in the reft) he will re- 
** femble you in that. If an African wrong a white man, 
<c what is his Humility ?— Revenge. If a white man wrong 
** an African, what mould his fufferance be by our example? 
lt Why, revenge. The cruelty you teach him, he will exe- 
cc cute.— But I fear it is not poflible to better the inftrii&ion." 



Mr. VaOghan in reply to Mr. Whitbread. Perhaps I 
may hot have exprefled myfelf clearly, but I did not profefs 
to ipeak as a Planter or Merchant,, but as a Member of Par- 
liament, and to give an independent opinion ; even though, 
m fofeie points, it may feem to make againft the Colonifts, 
who might not thank me now, but would hereafter. 



+m 



,. Mr. Mubank. With regard to the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, the "policy of the meafure is as great as its 
juftice is undeniable. Where flavery prevails, every opera- 
tion that is performed; is done in a rude and unworkmanlike 
manner* and no fubftitute for manual labour, no artificial 
means of expediting work, alleviating its trouble, and fliprt- 
ening the time of nnifhing it, is introduced or thought of. 
Where flavery exifts, there muft be oppreflion, and in my 
opinion the Planters are bound to thank thole who ha«*> 
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warned them of the more than probable clangers that mutt 
one day enfue from the refentment of their Slaves, againft 
thofe whom they cannot but regard with an inimical eye, 
and confider as their tyrants. I fhall therefore certainly vote 
for the motion. 



The Right Honourable Mr. Secretary. Dund as. When 
thisqueftion was agitated in the Houfe laft year, I happened 
to be prevented by indifpofition,from giving any vote or pub- 
lic opinion upon it. My honourable friends, however, with 
whom I may be fuppofcd to have the moft inte-courfe, have 
very well known that I have long entertained the fame opi- 
nion with them as to th/.e Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
though i have differed from them as to the mode of effecT:- 



ni£ it. 



I have felt equally warm with themfelves in the purfuit of 
the general object, and I feel fo at the prefent moment ; but 
I muii: confider how far it mav be proper for me to give my af- 
fent to the particular propofit:on which is made by my Ho- 
nourable Friend. 

It is neceflfary I (hould flate the ground on which I make 
, this obfervation. 

Such has been the manner in which the queftton has been 
hitherto argued by both parties ; the one fide frems to me to 
have gone fo much, into the extreme, as well as the other, that 
I (not judging exactly as ei her of them do) muft confider how 
I am to fhape my conduct. 

One fet of Gentlemen, the Honourable Mover and his 

fupporters^ have fpoken without referve, not only for the 

Abolition of the. Slave Trade, but for an immediate and abrupt 

Abolition ; thefeon the other fide have unequivocally argued 

for the continuation of the African Slave Trade? as effentially 

v necellary to the Weft Indian- lflands ; they have let no limits 

to the continuation of that trade : but laid it down as a pro*- 

pofition, that in order to maintain our commerce with the 

' Wt ft Indies, the importation of new Slaves fro.m Africa muft 

be continued for ever. Thefe 2sz tVvt vkq ^Kttcmcs into 
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which the two parties have putthemfelves. Now, Sir, I agree 
with my Honourable Friend, as to the material parts of his ar- 
gument. I am of opinion with him, that the African trade is 
not founded in policy ; I am of opinion with him, that the con- 
tinuation of it is not eflential to the prefervation and continu- 
ance of our trade with the W. India Iflands ; 1 am of opinio* 
that there is no mortality in that quarter that is incurable, 
and that the human race may not only be maintained, hut in- 
creafed in the Weft India Iflands. In all thefe great leading 
queftions I concur with my Honourable Friend. It may 
then be afked, Do you not agree then, to the AboTition of this 
. Trade ? I anfwer, that neither do 1 differ in this opinion. 
But the point of difference between us is this ; I cannot help 
doubting as to the prudence or practicability of the mode of 
abolifhing it, propofed. by my Honourable Friend. If ever 
there was a heart purer than any other — if ever there was a 
' man that a&ed upon the pureft motives that ever can actuate 
human nature, I bcheve 1 may juftly fay that my Honourable 
Friend is that man ; but ftill, with refpeft to the profecutionof 
his object, and the manner which prudence would fuggeft witii 
a view to the practicability of it, he muft excufe my ftating 

, that there is a (hade of difference between us, When he 
taiks of direct Abolition, I would fubmit to him whether he 
docs not run counter to the prejudices and habits of life of 
thofe men who are mod deeply interefted in the qucftion : I 
fay.prejudices of men interefted in the trade, it is true ; but 

. furely, Sir, if it is poflible to effect the fame object without 
raifing any extraordinary apprehenfions on their part with 
refpeclt to their great and important interefts, it is more pru- 
dent to take that mode, and fo to form the propofition, as to 
relieve their minds from the apprehenfion of injury. But 
farihcr, is my Honourable Friend perfectly fure, that in his 
zeal for one great object, he does not run counter to ano- 
ther equally important, I mean the facred attention Parlia- 
.. ment has ever fhe wn to the private interefts and patrimonial 
rights of individuals. 

I believe, in cafes where men have embarked tbemfelves 
in employments, which have been afterwards confidered to be 
abufes, and which have been even of an unlicenfed nature, it has 
ever been the cuftom of Parliament, \n tic\e cotreQCvm ok ^&nr5r 
abufes, to treat the perfons with tendevuefe *w& comy*^^* 
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Whatever idea men may now have of the African Trade, 
certain it is, that thofe who have embarked their capitals in 
the cultivation of the Weft India Iflands, and lent their money 
upon Weft India property, have done it not only under the 
fan&ion, but ihe folemn invitation of Parliament. Undoubt- 
edly Parliament may think it right to depart from any prin- 
ciple it has adopted again and again, as it- appears upon your 
Statute Books to have often done ; it may be wifdom to do 
it; but fure I am, it is your duty to recolleft, in carrying 
your plans into execution, under what circumftances the pro- 
perty has been embarked, and whether you have invited the 
men to inveft their money in thofe Iflands. 

I mean not to urge an argument which has been reprobated 
again and again in the courfe of this debate, that if we give up 
this trade, other nations will not give it up ; our duty, I admit, 
• does not depend upon the conduft of others. But there is another 
view in which I may make an obfervation on this fubje&. In 
cafe other nations take up the trade, may they not defeat the 
objeS of my honourable Friend? May not Britifh fubje&s in 
the Weft Indies be fupplied by veffels from St. Euftatius or 
fome other neutral port ? What is to prevent an Oftend or 
Dutch merchant from carrying Slaves from Africa to the W. 
India I (lands ? Gentlemen may make light of this argument, 
if they pleafe ; -but I {hall be glad to hear an anfwer to it. I 
ftate it in this view, and on this ground only. 

It is my opinion, there is a poflibility of avoiding thefe ob- 
jections, and at the fame time of not running direftly contrary 
to the prejudices I have mentioned as exifting in the minds of 
the Weft India merchants. It is in the fhape of regulations 
only that we can totally abolifh the African Slave Trade; and 
we (hall thus do it not lefs fpeedity, nay, even more fpeedily, 
than in the manner which has been propofed. 

I do notjnean to fay, let the trade continue for ever, In 
my main principle I am united with the Honourable Gentle- 
man ; but I repeat it, it is in the fhape of regulations that I 
think you will procure the Abolition in the moft direft 
manner. 



Mr. Fox. , To what regulations do you refer ? 
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Mr/DuNDAS. To what regulations do I refer? In the 
4irft place, to regulations the moft forcible and efficacious, in 
order to the increafeandrencouragement of the breed of na- 
tive Negroes in the Weft Indies. Secondly, every fpecies 
of general regulation, with the view of putting an end to here- 
ditary flavery, .and relieving the condition of the flaves. I 
allude alfo to regulations for the education cf children, for in-*, 
forming their minds, and rearing them jn the principles of 
religion and morality; a point that muft greatly facilitate 
the total annihilation of the flavery of thefe children. With- 
out fuch regulations as thefe, the Abolition of the African 
Trade. would fail, in :my opinion, of procuring the effe&s 
expe&ed from it. . 

To thofe who contend that the cultivation of the Iflands 
cannot be continued without a continuance of the Slave 
Trade, I beg leave to fay — Refleft . on the gradual means I 
propofe. Their objeft is gradually. and experimentally to 
prove the pra&icability of the Abolition of the African' Trade, 
and to provide the means of cultivation, to.increafe the po- 
pulation, and to proye that all the alarms are ill founded; 
As to the arguments of my Honourable Friend, and the 
Gentlemen oppofite, great as their talents are, they are only 
founded on theory. Let them proye their theory with all 
the force of reafoning, and let their fpeculations, be ever fo 
fplendid, it is ftill theory and fpeculation only; whereas, by 
the other method, you prove your point as* you go on, and 
you reft the meafure, not upon theory, but on experience. 

In- mentioning the abolition' of hereditary flavery in the 
iflands, I.do not .mean. that the dm of an African (lave fhould 
get his freedom by the death of the parent : but . that being 
born free, he fhould be educated at the expence of the perfon 
importing his parents, and when arrived at fuch a degree of 
ftrength as may qualify him to labour, he fhojd^taork for 
five or ten years, or whatever period it may bdr*or the pay- 
ment of the expence of education and maintenance. It is 
impoifible to emancipate .the prefent Slaves at once ; nor 
would their immediate emancipation, be of any immediate 
benefit to themfelves ; but thi$ obfervation does not apply to 
any of their defcendants, if trained, and educated in the man- 
ner I have fuggefted. , 

I differ — I Ae/itate much an the pto^vuotv cS. m ^^^~ 
/iourabk Friend. My opinion has teen *fc*wj* ^^^^y^ 
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rShvc Trade. I will not, therefore, vote againft his Motion, 
however I may think proper to qualify it ; but that will be 
matter for future confideration. If I give my affent to the 
Motion, it is an affent that leads to nothing but a general 
proportion, the mode of carrying which into effect may be 
'fettled hereafter* I do not adopt any one extreme in this 
queftion. • 

Permit me now to afk the indulgence of the Houfe while I 
addrefs myfelf to thofe who have maintained the other extreme, 
that it is abfolutely neceflary for the cultivation of the Weft 
India Iflands to maintain an importation of African Slaves as 
ufual. I entreat and folemnly conjure them to give a ferious 
confideration to that point. I apprehend they cannot think 1 
aflume too much when I fay, that if both Slavery and the 
Slave Trade can be aboliflied with fafety to their property, it 
deeply concerns their intereft that the cultivation of their 
Iflands fhould be by Freemen rather than by Slaves. 

This general propofition, I take it for granted, nobody 
will controvert. I need not illuftrate the propofition ; loot 
to the whole of the evidence before you on the ftate of thofe 
very Slaves. That they are ill ufed, I do not mean to lay to 
the charge of the Weft India Planters ; I dare fay fome, who 
are not poflefled of that general humanity which the reft of 
mankind have, may treat the Slaves ill. The Honourable 
Member who (poke to-night informs us, that the Planters are 
in genera] difpofed to pay much regard to their Slaves, and 
this from confcience, as well as from a principle of intereft. 
I believe many refpe&able Owners in the Weft Indies take 
great care of their Negroes. But will not the fame principle 
teach them how unfeeming the cultivation by .Slaves is, if it 
is poflible to be effected by Freemen ? And permit me to 
fay, there would, in my opinion, be fome inconfiftency in the 
conduit d£. Parliament, if they mould take meafures for the 
Abolition of the Trade, without at the fame time taking this 
under confideration alfo. Far be it from me— God forbid 
that I fhould limit the philanthropy of my Honourable Friends, 
or that I fhould entertain the fmalleft wifh to infult the de- 
graded fhores of Africa. It is, fomething anomalous that we, 
who are ourfelves free, fhould carry, on a Slave Trade with 
Africa; and it is fomething anomalous alfo that we, who 
enjoy the' full benefits of freedom, fhould never think of in- 

• . traducing. 
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troducing cultivation in the Weft Indites by Freemen, and 
not by Slaves. 

I will here appeal to thofe Gentlemen who know it offi- 
cially ; I appeal to all" the Weft Indians themfelves, for the 
truthof what I am going to ftate 5 I appeal alfo to the Author 
of the Hiftory of Jamaica, I mean Mr. Long, and I afk whe- 
ther there is any man who 'does not agree in the plain account 
given by that hiftorian, that the great danger in the Weft 
Indies arifes in reality from the importation of the African Slaves 
into the //lands ? Mr. Long has mentioned it -as a facl: i and 
he wrote long before this queftion Was in agitation, arid no; 
with any particular defire to ' Aboiilh the African trade. HTe 
; diftindtly dates, after referring his readers to the Hiftory of 
"all the Weft India Iflands, that all the infurrecYions aroie from 
the imported Africans, and not from the Negroes born in 
•the Iflands. If this is true, permit me' to remind the Weft 
* Indians, how dire£My this observation bears upon the prefent 
queftion. But when we are alfq tola" by that author, that "it 
'is a trade definitive to the inhalants of Africa, and that 'It 
' gives rife ' to robbery, murder, and all kinds of abufes and 
depredations on the coaft of Africa — has this alfo. had any an- 
fwer ? No- — except indeed that it is faid, in defence of the 
trade, that thofe Slaves who are imported by us are" all men 
condemned for crimes, and in confcque.ice of the legal feh- 
tence of the law. Then I afk the funs Gentlemen again, 
Are not the imported Africans, as Mr. Long alfo ftates, all 
the convicts, all the rogues, thieves, and vagabonds of Africa ? 
and then I beg further to afk, whether tie Wed Indians chufe 
to depend on frefh fupplies of them for the cultivation of their 
lands, and the fecurity of their Iflands, when it is alio found 
that every infurrectioif has arifen from thofe very perlbns ? It 
'is plain the lafety of the Weft India Iflands is concerned in 
this queftion. There will be danger of. frefh ftruggles fo long 
1 As an Abolition of this trade is refufed. The Weft India 
" Gentlemen are by thefe importations bringing upon thelfhuids 
the engines of their own deftru&ion. 

I now call upon them to give a ferious consideration to the 

queftion, to confider whether they' will not a£jL more judici- 

o'ufly, and for their' own intereft, if they will concur in the 

" opinion of putting an end to' this trade,' ihftead'of ffahctirig up 

Tor the fyftem of perpetual importations* 

G % ^V^ 
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What right, Sir, have they to fuppofe that the coaft of , 
Africa is for ever to remain in its prefent ftate of barbarity ? 
If once a Prince of an enlightened character fhould rife up in 
that hemifphere, his firft acl: would be to make the means of 
carrying off all Slayes from thence impracticable. Is it then 
for the fake of fuch a precarious and temporary advantage 
that the prefent fyftem is to be continued ? 

What reafon have they to fuppofe the light of Heaven will 
never defcend upon that continent ? From that moment 
there mult be an end of the prefent African trade. The firft 
fyftem of improvement, the firft idea of happinefs that wilt 
arife in that continent, will bring with it the downfall of the 
African Slave Trade, and this in a more effectual, and in a 
more fudden and mifchievous way, than if done by any regu- 
lations of this country. Let this fuggeft to them, that it is 
their own intereft to contrive a mode of fupplying labour 
without trufting to the importation of Slaves from Africa. 
They may reft aflured the trade will not continue. I do not 
allude to the Petitions in one way or the other. Perhaps the * 
queftibn does not acquire much additional force from them. 
Many of thefe may have been produced by anxious felicita- 
tions, and emiffaries fent about j and many of thofe who 
figned them have not perhaps been very much verfed in the 
nature of the queftion. They are defirous of obtaining the 
Abolition j but have not reflected whether the trade fhould 
be abolilhed gradually or immediately. It is not upon the 
Petitions that I am defirous of founding aay obfervations, but 
I wifh to make this obfervation, that the idea of the impolicy 
of the African Slave Trade has long been entertained by the 
moft enlightened understandings of this country, as well as 
the idea that it is not founded in juftice. It is the fentiment 
of a great body of people that it is not politic, and ought not 
to exift. It has made a deep impreffion on the minds of en- 
lightened men in this country, that this trade is pbnoxious to 
a thoufand perils and dangers. . If that is the cafe, is it a pru- 
dent thing for them to reft on that trade for the farther im- 
provement and cultivation of their property ? I really (peak 
with a view to their own intereft. I have fo often feen ima- 
ginary apprehenfions entertained on fuch fubje&s, that I am 
Satisfied in a few years we (hall fee this queftion at reft, and 

that 
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that the Weft India Proprietors themfelves will become of 
my opinion. 

There was a fpecies of flavery prevailing only a few years 
ago in feme boroughs in Scotland. Every child that carried 
a coal from the pit, was the bound flaye of that borough, and 
their emancipation was thought by Parliament to be materia], 
and was very much agitated in the Houfe. It was urged, 
that let every man's genius,be what it might, yet that thofe pits 
in which (the work from its nature was carried on underground) 
were quite an excepted cafe, and that Without the admiffion 
of Slavery in this particular inftance, the collieries could not 
be worked ; that the price of coals would be raifed to a moft 
immoderate height, and all the neighbouring manufactories 
which depended on them would effentially fuffer in their in- 
terefts. After feveral years ftruggle, the Bill, however, was 
carried through both Houfes of Parliament, I am old enough* 
to remember the difpute ; within a year after, the whole idea 
of the collieries being in the leaft hurt by the Abolition of 
this fort of Slavery, vanifhed in fmoke, and there was an end 
off the buiinefs, 

'An Honourable Gentleman has alfo told you, which is 
another argument to the fame point, that the regulation of 
'the Middle Paflage has had a falutary effedL Now, Sir, the 
prcfent alarms are not* more lively than thofe which were ex- 
prefled when that Bill took place. The ruin of the Liverpool 
and Briftol trade was foretold; Yet now one of the Reprefenta- 
tives comes forward and plainly tells you, <c Our alarms were 
ill-founded., our apprehenfions were without ground, we . 
found fault with all your regulations, we afcribed every mif- 
chief to them, .whereas we find by experience they have been 
attended with every benefit," Am I then aflcing too much 
when I afk for a candid confideration of the real grounds of 
the prefent apprehenfion ? Perhaps the Weft Indians may 
find that the beft thing they can do, is to ck>fe in with my pro- 
pofition ; and that they will not aft moft wifely and prudently 
for themfelves, in maintaining the continuance of the trade 
with Africa, as at all times neceffary for the prefervation, im- 
provement, and cultivation of the Weft India lflands, 

I am far from flattering myfelf that any thing 1 have faid 
can at once totally eradicate prejudices that are deeply rooted, * 
and bring over men to a fet of altogether tivn vtara \ \mx. 
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I mean to propofe a moderate and middle way of proceeding. 
If therefore there is any great body in this Houfe, any refpe^fc- 
able number of perfons who are of opinion with me, that this 
trade muft be ultimately aboljfhed, but by moderate meafures, 
which (hall not invade the property of individual?, nor mock 
too fuddenly the prejudices of our Weft India Iflands ; I fay, 
if there is any great body of men of this opinion, I wifh them 
to connect thcmfclves together, and I will venture to fay, 
that Gentlemen of that mo urate or middle way of thinking, 
may no.v reduce the queftion to its proper bounds, and main- 
tun the principle of aboirfh nj; the Slave Trade, in conlftency 
with theii other principles. I offer thefe few obfervations to 
XLclr consideration. 



The Right Honourable Hen^y Aldington?, Speaker. 
Sir, profefiing myfelf as I do to be one of thofe moderate men 
alluded toby the Honourable Gentleman who fpolce laft, and 
beiisfr of that moderate v/ay of thinking, which he approves j 
I cannot foi bear giving way to the impreflion made upon me, 
by his forcible manner of dating' the argument. 

In my mind no queftion ewr came before this Houfe, 
which doferyed a more complete or ferious inveftigation. 
Deeply confidering the great importance of its objeft, I feel, 
■and I have long felt, fuch a mode of treating ir, as he has 
proceeded upon, to be very defirable, becaufe I have believed, 
that it would facilitate the attainment of that great end, which 
I -am fure every one would wifh to be attained with as little 
injury as poffible to private property. The fear of doing a 
fundamental injury to that cxtenfive property has hitherto 
prevented me from giving an opinion againft a fyftem, the 
continuance of which, however, I couid not prevail- on, 
i myfelf to permit or countenance.. 

•The Slave Trade I abh; r ; but in the way the Abolition" 
of it was propofed by my Honourable Friend, in the laft. 
year, I couid not bring myfelf to adopt it, becaufe I was 
perfuaded, that the fpecific meafure he offered to the Houfe, 
would prove ineffectual to the accomplilhment of its purpofc. 
Nor, Sir, would I have it imagined, that I have taken up 
my averiion to this infamous f)#em, merely from the infpec- 

. . tion 
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t ion of thofe volumes of evidence on your table. No, Sir, 
it was upon thpfe general and folid principles ^fo forcibly 
ftated by the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft. 

I remember, on its being once imputed to a noble and 
learned Lord, who has now been for fome years retired from, 
the Bench, when at an early period of his life he was em- 
ployed againft the Rebel Lords, that he had not ufed againfl 
them language fufficiently ftrong in proportion to their crime; 
he well anfwered, that he pitied the loyalty of that man, who 
imagined that any epithet could aggravate the crime oftreafon. 
And, Sir, I take leave to fay, that I know no language; 
which can add to the horrors of the Slave Trade. It is equal 
to every purpofe of crimination to aflert, that thereby man is' 
made fubj eft to the dejpotijm of man ; that man is to be bought 
and Jold. I have felt,' however, upon every occafion . when, 
this fubjecT: has been difciifled, that I had avail difficulty be- 
fore me : on the one hand, it is impoffible not to condemn 
the trade, and to recognize the claims of juftice due to a 
whole continent on that fide, and to that infinite multitude 
of perfons whom it renders miferable ; bur, on the other 
hand, there are alfo oppofirig claims ofjujHce on the part of the 
Weft Indians. There is* a defcription of perfons on that 
fide, who, in like manner, have a ftrong claim that juftice in 
their cafe fhould be attended to. 

Many Gentlemen have adverted to the effects of abolifhing 
the trade in part only, this being the whole confequence of it* 
derelidtion by this country. I own I fhould be difpofed tq 
confider this point very much as it has been confidered by ray 
Right Honourable Friend. The queftion, is not fo much, 
whether it would be carried on by this or that foreign coun- 
try, but whether if we fhould attempt immediately to abolifh 
it, the trade might not in fa<St continue under circumftances 
ftill more offennve than the prefent. And, Sir, if we fhould 
be able to flop it altogether, fo that if no importation whatever 
(hould take place, it has always appeared to me, that under 
the prefent circumftances of the Weft India Iflands, an utter 
impoflibility muft prefent itfelf of maintaining the prefent 
ftock : the number now in the iflands not. being fufEcient for 
that purpofe. 

After the very able manner in which the whole of this 
cxtenfive queftion has been argued to-night, I will not tread 
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over the ground again ; but it will be riecefljry for me to ob- 
ferve on fome particular parts. Jt was forcibly argued, by 
my Honourable Friend who opened the Debate, that notwith- 
ftanding the difproportion of (exes which there appears to be, 
the fupply of the Negroes in future, if the importations are 
ftcpped, mud be continually increasing, and that in a Very 
few years all the difficulties will be entirely furmounted • I 
think that what he faid, if conclufive with refpedr. to Jamaica, 
did not apply to the circumftances of the other iflands. Nor, 
Sir, dees it appear to me, that the circumftance ftated by 
my Honourable Friend is to be depended upon for furnifhing 
fo certain and, eftedhial an increafe of population, as a plan 
for providing the iflands with a fufiicient additional number 
of females. 

There is now a total difregard among the Negroes to all 
religion and morality ; and a mode of proceeding is therefore 
extremely neceflary, which may tend to correct their morals 
by regulating thjir domeftic life : and this, Sir, in time, 
would infallibly decreafe the anxiety and fears of thofe under 
whofe protection they are, and unite all more clofely as 
members of the fame fooiety. But, circumftanced as they 
now are, the Planters cannot rely upon them ; and therefore 
fome farther importation appears to me neceflary, not only 
for their future iupply, but alfo for their fafety and comfort. 

I own that, having ferioufly in my own mind revolved thefe 
confrderations, I almoft defpaired of finding any Gentleman 
of fufiicient weight in this Houfe, having alio the authority 
of an official fituation, who would take upon himfelf the talk 
of digefting and bringing forward a plan equal to the accom- 
plishment of the great end propofcd, which is the combina- 
tion of true and rational humanity, with that fubftantial juftice 
which is due to all the parties concerned. 

The mode fuggefted by the Right Honourable Gentleman 
appears to me incapable of being altered to any confiderable 
advantage, except indeed that my mind does not yet go to 
the point of granting liberty to the children born oh the iflands : 
and I mould imagine that the trade might be permitted to 
exift for a few years longer, pofiibly eight, ten, 'or twelve, 
under fuch arrangements as {hould fatisfy the minds even of 
thofe who contend for an immediate Abolition, by framing 
luch regulations as (hould introduce a kind of management 

among 
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among .the Negroes in the Weft Indies, favourable to their 
interefts and fecurity, and of courfe to their future happintfs. 

One fpecies of regulation which I fliould propole will 
operate as a fountain of perpetual increafe to their numbers ; 
I mean a greater encouragement to the importation of fe- 
males than males, by means of a bounty on the former or by 
fubje£ling the latter to a heavier duty, which would act as a 
fpecies of bounty till the natural equality of numbers fhall be 
found to be reftored. 

As another mode . of increafing population, Something 
might be done in the way of giving land or money to thofe 
who fhould raife a certain number of children, and premiums 
to thofe who mould find means of alleviating negro labour by 
machines for hufoandry, or the fubftitution of cattle. 

I never remember to have heard any fcheme propofed 
before, analagous to this, which my Honourable Friend has 
now brought forward : and as, notwithftanding the intimate 
and unreferved communication which I have the pleafure to 
enjoy with him, it has never happened that this fubjeft has 
been a topickof converfation between us ; I muft therefore 
be ignorant of the extent of his ideas relating to it : yet I am 
perfuaded he would not have offered his obfervations to the 
Houfe without intending very fpeedily to fubmit to corifidera- 
fion fome fpecific meafure of fubftantial reform, and ultimate 
abolition, grounded on the plan which he has mentioned; 
in which Ifhould concur as thinking it likely to be attended 
with great advantages. At the fame time I cannot but 
recollect on what ground this queftion has been argued by my 
Honourable Friend who moved it. I certainly have invari- 
ably wiflied the accomplifhment of the fame objec\ with him, 
though I cannot but hope that his mode will not be adopted : 
I mean that of an immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade^ as 
it is called ; though it certainly does not deferve that name. 
It is not a trade, and ought not to be continued. I am fatis- . 
fied that in a very fbiort period of years it will ceafe to be the 
reproach of this nation, and the torment of Africa. Wife 
and well digefted regulations, by which it would veryfoon be 
utterly deftroyed, would not only be productive of great 
.benefit to this country, but would indifputably be peculiarly 
a bleifing to the Weil India Iflands. And I am confident 
that they are as anxious as we can be to obtam *fo\* cfc^S*. \ 
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provided it. can be obtained without any material injury to 
their effential fnterefts. 

I have now, Sir, very little more, with which to trouble 
the Houfe. Had it not been, indeed, for the circumftance of 
my Honourable Friend, who fpoke laft, bringing forward a. 
propofition fo perfe£Uy coinciding with my own fentiments, 
and which ftruck fo forcibly on my mind, I mould not, perhaps, 
have thought it neceflary to have delivered my opinion in 
this debate. 

As to my other Honourable Friend who introduced this 
bufinefs ; t hope he will not regard any obfervations I have 
made, or what I am about to fay, as meant perfonally to him- 
felf. But as he has fully explained his intention to be imme- 
diate abolition, though his motion does not abfolutely ex- 
prefs it, I cannot but think that it would have been dealing 
more fairly with the Committee to have inferted that idea in 
explicit terms. Being aware of his intention I cannot allow 
myfelf to fupport his motion: but I confole myfelf with the 
hope, that a meafure will very fpeedily be brought forward, 
which I mall be able moll cordially to fupport and approve. 



The Right Honourable "William Windham rofe, but 
fat down again, perceiving Mr. Fox had alfo riferu 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX. 



Although, .Sir, what has been lately faid by one Right Hq- 
nourable Gentleman, muft carry with it more weight than 
any thing I can offer on this fubje£r, I do confefs that while 
I was attending to him, I felt infinite uneafinefs inftcad of any 
fatisfaflion : and I cannot help riling to exprefs, that [ have 
never heard a more fevere or more efficacious refiftance made 
to the Honourable Gentleman's motion. I do not mean to 
infmuate that the Gentlemen who fo fpoke were not ferious— 
but fomething fo much more mifchievous has been faid, and 
fomething fo much more like a foundation has been laid for 
prefervihg, not only for years to come, but for aught I 
know, for ever y that deteftable traffic, that I cannot 
excufe myfelf from ftacing with the utmoft plainnefs, the 
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grounds upon which I a& in this moft important concern* 
1" mutt with all the zeal and force of which I am matter, de- 
precate all fuch deceptions and delufions upon the c6untry. 
They may not be intentionally fo : but I mutt call every 
thing deception and delufion, which may prevent the Com- 
n^'tee from feeing the bufinefs in its true light — From feeing 
what alone is and mutt be the queftion,— -Whether this exe- 
crable Slave Trade, is fit to be continued^ ormuji be abolifhed?- 

The Honourable Gentlemen, call themfelves moderate men ; 
but upon this fubje£t, I confefs, I neither feel, nor defire to 
feel, any thing like the fentiment of moderation —Sir, to talk 
of moderation, upon this matter, reminds me of a paflage in 
Middleton's Life of Cicero — there is one part defective, 
namely, the tranflation, but it is equally applicable to my pre- 
sent purpofe ; he fay?, u To enter a man's houfe and kill 
him, his wife, and family, in the night, is certainly a moil 
heinous crime, and deferving of death. But to break open his 
houfe, to murder him, his wife, and all his children, in the night, 
may ftill be very right, provided it is done with moderation." 

This is abfurd, I think, it will be faid; and yet Sir, it is not 
fo abfurd as to fay the Slave Trade may be carried on with 
moderation ; for if you cannot break into a Jingle bouJe y if you 
cannot rob and murder a fingle man, with moderation; with 
what moderation can you break up a whole country ? can you 
pillage and deftroy a whole nation? Which, if it had fenfe and 
fpirit to refift a publick injury, you could not- — you would not 
dare, to do. Indeed — indeed Sir, in an affair of this nature, I do 
not profefs moderation ! Sir, I never could think of this aboli- 
tion, but as a queftion of hmple juftice. It is only, Whether we 
fhould authorize by law, refpecling Africa, the commiflion 
of crimes, for which, in this country, we fhould incur the 
fevereft penalties of the law ; and even forfeit our lives in the 
mojl ignominious form. Notwithftanding which, the two 
Honourable Gentlemen think it a queftion to be treated with 
moderation, pleading that moderation in arranging this. rob- 
bery and murder, may be very proper and ufeful. 

Bad as every propofition of this kind is, I fhould ftill 
have liked the pre fen t one better, if it had gone to any thing 
fpecifick — The laft Right Honourable Gentleman, fays the 
Slave Trade is a queftion, u he cannot contemplate without 
horror j° and yet he will not give a vote for its immediate 
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<?ettmcHon. The other Gentleman fiys, " H~ will not vote 
for its continuance ;" but he is not entirely againft it. Where 
is the proof they will ever vote for the abjiition of ic ? May 
they not fay the fame thing, whenever ycu come to declare 
the time when that event is to take place? If they have any 
arguments to produce for it, provided any arguments can be 
urged in favour of murder and jobbery, let them be brought 
forward ; let them (hew that that is hw which exifts in facr. in 
the breach of every law ; and let them then explain to us how 
fuch enormities can by any manoeuvres be rendered fit and 
proper for the Hcufe to continue, for a few years, or even for 
a few days longer. 

I will fuppoie, if you pleafe, that the Weft India Llands 
are likely to want Slaves, on account of the difproportion of 
the fexes. How is this to be cured ? A Right Honourable 
Gentleman propofes a bounty on an importation of females— 
or in other words, he propofes to make up this deficiency, by 
offering a premium to any crew of unprincipled and fivage 
ruffians, who will attack and carry off any of the females of 
Africa ! — a bounty from the Parliament of Britain that fhall 
make the fortune of any man, or fet of men, who mall kidnap 
or fteal any unfortunate females from lhat continent ! who fhall 
bring them over as flaves, in order that they may be uied for 
breeding flaves ! — who fhall kill their hufbands, fathers, or re-* 
lations, or fhall mitigate any others to kill them, in order that 
thefe females may be procured !— I mould like to fee the Right 
Honourable Gentleman bring up fuch a claufe — I mould like 
to fee how his claufe would be worded — I could like to know 
who would be the man who would dare to pen fuch a claufe. 

. 1, Sir, for my part, complain throughout of the whole fvftem 
on which this trade is founded; and I wifh to expofe the 
conduct of thofe who take credit to themfelves by treating this 
fubjecr, as a moderate b'ufinefs. One Honourable Gentleman, 
the only perfon, I think, who has a&ed with fairnefs on that 
fide of the queftion, declares that he refills us in our whole 
attempt, and fays, the trade ought to go on for ever, and 
Ought not to be abolifhed. In- truth, Sir, I think that all thofe 
members who have fpoken the moft directly againft the abo- 
lition, have made as much conceulon to us, in fubftance, 
though not perhaps in words, as thefe Honourable Gentle- 
men, who are for Gradual Abolition. 

If 
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If we are, to. be fatisfied with affertions, we ought to re • 
member y that on laft: year's defeat, it was held out that fomc 
meafure would be fpeedily fubmitted to rhe confide rat ion of 
the Houfe — a whole twelvemonth, however, has pafled, and 
no ftep has been taken* Gentlemen now come and declare, 
they are for abolilhing the Slave Trade gradually — but I 
much fear, if it had not been for our renewal of the queftion, 
all thofe gradual meafures, would not even have been named, % 
and the Slave Trade would have been now quite undifturbed- 
For though fo many Gentlemen feem to fay, that adequate 
means ought to be ufed' to bring about fo defirable an end, 
they really hold out no means to this Houfe, for carrying this 
end into execution. And when fo large a part of this ieflion 
has pafled without our having heard of any intention of pro- 
pofing thofe plans of moderation, what can I fay ? YVbat s 
opinion can I en-ertain, but that thofe ideas of regulation 
arq only fit for the purpofe of totally defeating the propor- 
tion of my Honourable Friend. 

One Honourable Gentleman declares it to be his intention 
gradually to abolifh the Slave Trade, by meliorating the ftate 
of the negroes in the Iflands, and thereby rendering it uruie- 
ceffary. But the Honourable mo^er of the bufinefs, fay. c , 
with far more wifdom and practicability, " I will gradually 
produce the Abolition o{ Slavery, by immediately aboliihing 
the Slave Trade — .nd I will never ceafe from proiecuting ray 
plan till the object (hall be accomplimed/'— What fays ths 
other Hon^urabb Geatleman? Does it appear probable, from, 
the zeal and fervency he has hitherto (hewn, that he will pro- 
fecute this fchcrae of Wefr India reformation till there fhali 
be ultimately an Abolition of the Slave Trade? He fays, "I 
will not adopt this meafure, becaufe it feerns an invalion upon 
property." But furely we may prohibit bur fubje&s from com- 
mitting crimes, without our being thereby chargeable with 
taking away the property of the Weft Indians: which laft 
indeed is. not cur plan, but that of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman himfelf, who is not contented with taking the 
property, or rather the perfons, of the Africans ; but alfo prp- 
pofes to take from the Weft Indians the flaves which are al- 
ready theirs ; and all this to fhevv his tender nefs for property!. . 

His propofed mode too, by which this abolition of flavery 
there is to be accomplifhcd^ is not a little cuiious. Firit of 
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ill, the children arc to be born free; then to be educated 
at the expence of thofe to whom the father belongs. — 
The race of future freemen, he fays, fhall not be without 
education, like the prefent miferable flaves. But then it oc- 
curred to the Right Honourable Gentleman, that they could 
not be educated for nothing : in order, therefore, to repay 
this expence, fays he, when educated, they (hall be flaves for 
ten or fifteen years ; and fo we will get over that difficulty. 
They are to have the education of a freeman, in order to 
qualify them for being free : and after they nave been fo edu- 
cated, then they (hall go and be flaves. — But as this free edu- 
cation may poflibly unfit them for fubmitting to flavery j 
fo after they have been compelled to bow under the yoke 
of fervitude for this term of ten or fifteen years, they may then, 
perhaps, be equally unfit to become free, and theiefore may 
remain, flaves, for a great number of years longer, or even 
for life. 

Now, what can be more vifionary than fuch a mode of 
education for the purpofe of emancipation ? — If any one 
fcheme can be imagined more abfurd than another, I think 
it is the one now propofed. 

The Honourable Gentleman that introduced this motion, 
very properly fays, <c as this practice, which by a ft range per- 
verfion of words is called the Slave Trade^ ought indifputably 
to be confidered as a moft enormous crime, rather than a 
commerce ; it is our duty to prohibit and punifh the perpe- 
tration of it, even though it mould not be in ojr power ef- 
fectually to annihilate it." — No, fays the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, for though I do not argue, as others have done 
that becaufe the French, Spaniards, and Dutch will do it, 
that we are thereby juftified in taking our (hare; yet as, our 
colonies will get flaves by the means of thefe other nations 
if we abandon it, therefore we had better ourfelves afford 
them the fupply. 

Now Sir, I, on the contrary, have no difficulty in faying, 
in the firft place, that if they are to be fupplied, I wifh it to 
be by the French, Spaniards, and Dutch, or any other nation 
under Heaven, rather than by ourfelves. But, again, does 
he think that we have no external power, no authority to pre- 
vent the importation of Slaves, when he allows us an internal 
authority; an authority with refpeft to the education of chil- 
dren, 



( in ) 

tlren, the emancipation of Slaves, and the Lord* knows what ? 
—Sir, the Houfe begins to fee that this trade is not confident 
with juftice, and they feel themfelves unhappy at that f.ght. 
An honourable Gentleman who fpoke early in the debate, 
acknowledged that many enormities were pra£ttfed in it and 
were to be found in the evidence on your table ; but,' fays he, 
would it be fair to take the character of this country-, from 
the records of the Old Bailey ? — I do not at all wonder, Sir, 
that when this fubjecl: was mentioned, the Old Bailey natu- 
rally occurred to his recollection : the fafts which are de- 
scribed, are aflbciated in all our minds with the ideas of crir 
minal juftice ; but the Honourable Gentleman forgot the ef- 
fential difference between the two cafes. When we learn from 
the Old Bailey Records that crimes have been committed in 
this country, we learn at" the fame moment that they are' 
funijhed with tr asportation and death — *vhen we hear of thefe 
crimes committed in the Slave Trade, we jind them paired 
over with impunity — nay, we even fee them rewarded, and the 
perpetrators going out again under the fame matters to com- 
mit more. 

There has been an accufation againft the Committee which 
fat in the Old Jewry, for having diftributed copies of the 
evidence ; I had the honour of being one of that Committee, 
though perhaps from other avocation?, not a very conftant 
attendant; my advice was to diftribute them as largely as 
could be done : for I do hcatti'y wijh, that there jkould nnt be et 
man in this nation who can resdy but Jhould fee the evidence le- 
fore the Houfe. I am fure Sir, it would produce on the coun- 
try that efTed, which I truft it will ultimately upon the Houfe 
of Common?, and enfurean immediate Abolition. 

In difparagement of fome of thofe who had given their tes- 
timony, it is objected to them by one Honourable Gentleman, . ' 
that they were, many of them, poor people. Why, Sir* if they have 
poverty, they may have veracity. — 1 do not know but thefetwo 
things may go together. The Honourable Gentleman, however, 
todk fpecial care to inform us, that his veracity was not to be 
objected to, on that fcore ; aid I believe it is not, but if his 
circumftances had been like theirs, I dare fay he would have 
deemed his own evidence, as credible, and as fit to be re- 
ceived. — 'Then he brought againft them the evidence of Lord 
Rodney, Lord Macartney, Admiral Edwards, Admiral &x- 
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buthnot, &c. &c. &c. whofe chara&ers as commanders 
I revere. But have they faid any thing about the Slave Trade I 
Have they even told you that they have ever fecn the coaft of . 
Africa? Do they know any thing of the Slave Trade, except 
from the fame fource, which every Gentleman in this Hqufe 
has it in his power to refort to— the Evidence upon our 
table I They have fpoken of nothing but of the Weft Indies. 
I am not aware they have had any intelligence from Africa 
upoii the fubje& ; and I afk would it not then be thought a 
(huffling trick of a counfel, if he were to take the teftimony 
of thofe men becaufe they are Lords or great people > to the 
difparagement of the evidence of poorer perfons ? when the 
teftimony of thefe Iaft is diredily to the point in queftion, and 
that of the great Lords is on a fubjedr. altogether fepar ate and 
diftintt. Befides all that thefe great men have faid, is at beft 
negative^ and every thing which has been advanced by the * 
others is pojhive^ and remains uncontradicted. 

As to the mode of procuring Slaves, even the honourable 
Gentleman near me (Col. Tarleton) has not ventured to fay 
that it, has any thing like fairnsjs in it. I think the leaft dis- 
reputable way of accounting for the fupply of Slaves, is to 
repfefent them as having been convicted of crimes, by legal au- 
thority. Now, Sir, if the number of them proves on inquiry, 
to be fuch that it is impofiible to believe they have been all 
guilty even of any crime whatever, much lefs of crimes defervlng 
fo great a punifhment as perpetual Slavery, this pretence finks 
into nothing, and the very urging it, on!/ disgraces thofe who 
can fatisfy themfelves with defending a practice fo execrable, 
on grounds fo futile, and by a fuppoiition fo abfurd. What 
does the Houfe think is the whole number of thefe convifts 
exported annually from Africa r — eighty thousand. But . 
I will grant, if you will, that it is Britain alone that takes all 
her conviftS) and that the Slaves taken by other nations are 
not convidts, but are carried off by fhameful fraud and vi- 
olence. Britain alone, I will fuppofr, is fo fcrupulous, as to 
receive none that have not legally forfeited their liberty, leav- 
ing all the fraud of the Slave Trade to other "countries. Bri- 
tain, even on this fuppofition* takes off no lefs than thirty 
or forty thousand annually of African Convicts ! Now, 
Sir, is it. credible — is it poflible for us to perfuade ourfelves, 
that even this number can have been. \e^\\\^ q:q\\n\&£.'A of 
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crimes, for which they have juftly forfeited their liberty ? The 
fuppofition is ridiculous. 

But even allowing all thefe men to have been condemned to 
flavery by due legal procefs, and according to the ftri&eft 
principles of juftice j furely Sir, in this view, it is rather con- 
defending in this country, and rather new alfo for us, to take on 
ourfelves the tafk of tranfporting the convicts of other parts of the 
world, much more of thofe whom we call barbarous ! Suppofe 
now, the court of France or Spain were to intimate a wifh 
that we fhould perform this office ( for their criminals— I be- 
lieve we fhould hardly find terms that could be ftrong enough • 
to exprefs our fenfe of the infult — But for Africa— tot its petty 
ftates— for its lowefl: and moft miferable criminals, we accept 
the office with fatisfacYion and eagernefs ! 

Now, Sir, a word or two as tathe fpecific crimes for which 
the Africans are fold as criminals — Witchcraft in particular is 
one.*— Of this we entertain fo facred a horror, that there being 
no objects to be found at home, we make* as if it were, a crufade 
to Africa, to (hew our indignation at the fin !— As to Adultery ', 
to be fure, this does not (land exactly on the fame ground. v 

Adulterers are to be met with in this country— but then : 
this crime is, I fuppofe, fo common here, that we know not 
whom to fmgle out for punifhment from* among the number. 
Determined, however, to fhew our indignation of this crime 
alfo, we fend to Africa to punifti it. We there prove our an- 
, ger at it to be not a little fevere — and, left Adulterers fhould 
, any where in the worl3 efcape punifhment, we degrade our- 
felves, even in Africa, to be their executioners. 

Thus, Sir, we fend to, Africa to purrifh witchcraft^ becaufe 
thefe are no witches to be found here; and we fend to the fame 
country to punifh Adultery, becaufe the Adulterers here axe 
too many to incur punifhment. 

Let the Houfe remember too that what 1 have here ftated is % 
even by their own account, the very bejl ftate of the cafe which 
the advocates for the Slave Trade have pretended to fet up. 

But let us now fee, how far facls will bear them out even in 
thefe miferable pretexts. In one part of the evidence, we 
*find a well known Black Trader brings a girl to a Slave fhip 
to be fold — The Captain buys her. — Some perfons come on 
board afterwards and find out who fhe is — The^ Uax^^W^fcaR." 
trader is that fold the poor girl— andtYitN ep w& caxOcw \Am\ 
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bring him to the time (hip and fell him for a Slave,— What 
fays the Black Trader to the Captain ? " Do yoU buy nu 
grand trader ?" <c Yes fays the Captain, I will buy you or any 
one elfe — If they will fell you, I'll buy you." Now, Sir, 
there is great reafon for dwelling on this ftory ; certainly at 
the firft view, it appears to be an inftance of the moft bare- 
faced villainy, and of nothing elfe. But if we examine well 
into the fubjefi, we (hall fee that what happened in this cafe 
is, and ever muft be, the common and ordinary conduct, that 
refults from the very nature and circumftances of the trade 
itfelf. How could this Captain decide ? What means had he 
even of inquiring who was the real owner of this girl ? Whe- 
ther the grand trader or not ; or who was the owner of th* 
grand trader ? The Captain faid when they fold the trader, the 
fame thing which he faid when the trader fold the girl, and 
the fame thing too, which he always had faid, and always 
muft fay, and which all Slave Captains muft fay — namely— » 
<c I cannot know who has a right to fell you — it is no affair of 
mine — If they'll fell you, I'll buy you — I cannot enter into 
thefe coritroverfies. — If any man offers me a Slave, my rulp 
is to buy him, andafk no queftions." That the trade is, in 
fad carried on in this manner, is indifputable ; and that wars 
are made in Africa, folely for the purpofe of fupplying the 
European Slave Trade, is equally fo. Is there any man that denies 
it ? I do not believe a Jingle Gentleman in this committee will now 
dare to controvert fo well ejlablijhed a fail ; and it is for this reafon, 
I (hall not mifpend your time in adducing additional proof. 

I will now enter into fome particulars relative to what 
happened in the river Ca maroon, already ftated to yon 
by the Honourable Gentleman. This affair came out 
upon an aftion tried before the Court of Common Pleas, 
on the firft of March laft, before Lord Loughborough, 
It was brought by one M'Dowal againft Gregfon and Co. 
for wages due to the Plaintiff. The fa&s were dire&ly in 
ifllie, fo that by this ftrange concurrence of events, you have 
what you could hardly have expe&ed : — You have a judicial 
proof of the whole tranfa&ions ; containing among others, the 
following important circumftances : A Chieftain, of the 
name of Quarmo, who meant to execute his revenge upon 
the Slave Captain for the favage violence which the Captain 
had before committed, goes to him, and fays, « I want to 
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go up the country to make trade, if you will help me \>f 
giving me fome arms and gunpowder." The propofal is at onre 
agreed to. Now, Sir, as the Chief meant to deceive the 
Captain^ when he afked for thefe arms and gunpowder, we 
may be very fure he woul^J uie juft that fort of art, which 
would be moft likely to deceive him— he would not make a ' 
propofition of any extraordinary kind, that might alarm the 
Captain's fufpicions— -the reafon he would pretend would be 
the moft ufual, arid common, and natural, he could think of. 
His plea, therefore, of borrowing arms to make trade^ (alias 
war j for trade,) was the natural plea, and for this reafon it 
fucceeded. It was fo'ufual, fo much the every day's pra&ice* 
that the Slave Captain immediately cortfented as it were- 
through habit to the requeft, which he tells you himfelf, he 
had often granted before % and through the fuccefs of this 
fraud, his deftru&ion was accompliftied. In fhort, Sir* 
I again and again call on any man to (hew me, How this 
trade can be carried on, but by fuch means, that if a man ' 
were to pra£f.ife the fame in this country, he would juftly be, 
punijhed with death. 

But, Sir, we are acciifed of enthufiafm* Are we then fana- 
tics ? are we enthufiafts, becaufe we cry, Do not rob, Abftalr* , 
from murder ? I have ever confidered this bufinefs as a moft 
unjuft and horrible perfecutron of our fellow creatures. But 
I am told I muft be under fome impreffion of enthufiafm. If 
by that expreflion be meant zeal and warmth, I freely ac- 
knowledge it ; I glory in it. Enthufiafm, when it arifes out: 
of a juft caufe, is that which makes men aft in it with energy* 
It is that without which nothing great was ever done firnee- 
dle creation of the world. Enthufiafm of this fort I hope 
therefore I fliall always poflefs, it is what in this cafe we 
pride ourfelves in, we glory in it. And, Sir* this being as 
I have faid, a caufe of jujiice y it is one in which I cannot 
admit of any compromife ; for there can be no compromife 
between Juftice and Injuftice* 

An Honourable Member has faid it would have been fairer 
in the Gentleman who moved the queftion, if he had expreffed 
in the terms of it the full extent 'of his own meaning. 
Though the words of the motion do not fay immediate Abo- 
lition, he did I think moft clearly and openly declare his in- 
tention was 'immediately to abolifh $ and to the motion itfelf 4 
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there is no fair objecYioft on this ground. He has draWA thtf 
jnotion, agreeably to the forms of the Houfe, and with per- 
fect good fenfe, in my opinion. He fays, " When I bring 
in my bill, I mean to let it be open to amendment 5" it is 
however reafonable for us to expe£t, that the Honourable 
Gentleman will himfelf with to have the blanks filled up in 
the manner that is mbft correfpondent to the feelings of his 
own mind upon the fubje£t. 

^Vhat then is the precife queftion now before the Com- 
mittee for their confidetation ? The queftion before you, Sir* 
is only " whether this Houfe is ready now to fay, that the Slave 
Trade (hall be' abolifhed* and this at any time." Some Gentle* 
men may be for its being abolifhed in fix years, fome may 
be for its being abolifhed in twelve ; fome in fix months ; but 
all who are for the Abolition at all^ Ought indifputably to vote 
for this motion. When we Come into the Committee on this 
bill, any Honourable Gentleman may then move a fhort 
period. / fay it ought to be abolifhed immediately. Others 
may think it ought to be two* three, fix, ten, or twenty 

S;ars ! I pwn I think they might as well propofe a thoufand. 
ut by this motion as it now ftands, they will have an op- 
portunity of naming what term they pleafe, and they ought 
therefore to vote now with us, if they mean to abolifh at all. 

But mark the conduit of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
men.*— Notwithftanding they declare themfelves friends to 
the Abolition, they will, by the conduct they feem now about 
to follow* give additional weight and ftrength to that majority 
which derided againft the Abolition laflf year* . By the courfe 
which I propofe they would put an end to that majority. 
I was in hopes they would have done fomething, though it 
fliould be ever fo fmall* towards forwarding the object : but 
thefe hopes entirely fail me. 

I have been both fof ry and afllamed to hear a Right Ho- 
nourable Member of fo much weight and authority as the 
Gentleman I allude to, profefs to us, that, u he had never 
yet delivered any opinion on fo important a fubjecl: as this is." 
Surely* Sir, when the chair of the Committee was filled by 
the? Honourable Baronet, who fo properly and yrorthily now 
fills it, and when that Right Honourable Member was thereby 
left at liberty to (peak and vote upon the queftion, the Com- 
mittee had fome right to expect the benefit of his judgment 

and 
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jmd abilities ; and, I think the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
himfelf muft have felt humiliated, at having to go ufelefsly 
out of the Houfe, or to run behind the Chair, without giving 
any opinion or affiftance whatever in the decifion of a queftion 
pf fuch magnitude ; a queftion alfo in which the plaineft 
principles of juftice, and the deareft rights of humanity are 
\q involved. 

Another Right Honourable Gentleman has faid, <c in a little 
time we fhall find that this trade x will be abolifhed." I believe 
fo too. The criminality of it is more feen, and this will 
abolifh it. Petitions have been prefented to this Houfe 
which cannot be refilled ; and the public (who have been 
enlightened by the evidence and the publications of the fociety 
in the Old Jewry) have (hewn a folicitude and zeal on this 
fubjedr, which cannot fail of accomplifhing their object. 

bir, I have been loqg enough in Parliament to have feen 
petitions on a variety pf occafions prefented to. this Houfe, 
and I do not know upon what principle you can fpeak flight- 
ingly of them, as one Honourable Gentleman has done, un- 
lefs you can bring actual evidence of 1 improper practices : 
unlefs you can prove for inftance, that fome names have been 
forged, or fome fraudulent means ufed to obtain fignatures. 

The Honourable Gentleman fays he has two letters to 
fliew that to fome of thefe there are falfe names. How does 
he know the letters themfelves are not falfe ? How does he 
know the fignature to that letter, which purports to \)e 
written by a fchool-boy at Chefter^ is not as fiflitious as he 
Jlates the petitions to be ? If he can prove it was not the 
petition of thofe whofe names are figned to it, let it be proved. 
iSut, Sir, it is perfectly ridiculous to fuppofe that fuch a 
number of petitions from all parts of the kingdom could have 
been fabricated. If they were, why then have we not as 
many fabricated for the preferyation of the trade, as for the 
abolition? " So we might," fays the Honourable Genilerqan, 
Ci but the people on our fide of the queftion could not conde- 
scend to ufeiuch means." If any Slave Traders, or Captains 
of (lave (hips, could any where have been found capable of 
degrading themfelves fo far as to fign falfe names to petitions, 
or to afk others to fign them on falfe reprefentatioris, we 
might in this way of reafoning rnve'had our table equally 
heaped with petitions on their fide of the c^ft.vwv\ ^<h ^\^ 

H 3 



( »8 ) 

• the reafon why we have none of their petitions, is, that the de-i 
te£fron would have been eafy ; and it muft be equally eafy if the 
petitions are mere forgeries on our fide of the queftion : and if 
the Honourable Gentleman really can find, among all the Slave 
Captains whom he knows, none who are equal to fuch pra&iccs 
as thefe, I give him joy on his conne&ions, for he muft be 
connected with very confcientious Guinea Captains indeed ! 

It has been urged that we have no occafion to adopt 
thefe violent meafures in order to put an end to the Slave 
Trade, for it will foon come to a natural period by the 
gradual civilisation of Africa. Sir, it is impoffible ; as v 
long as this accurfed trade exifts there can be no civilization ; 
fcarcely a ftep towards it ; while we continue thus to excite 
men to war and every fpecies of villainy, can there be any 
civilization in a country, or any thing that can tend to make 
Its inhabitants happy ? Here is the very refinement of our 
cruelty. We create every kind and degree of immorality ; 
we our fe Ives render the people favages, and then we fay, 
* c thofe men are fo favage, that it is bettering their condition 
*? to trarrfport them as (laves to the Weft Indies. w 

We have heard the miferable heart-rending tale of thofe 
Jiorrid fcenes which have parted li\ St. Domingo : doiibtlefs 
the revolted negroes have there committed devaftations and 
murders, of which the very relation makes a man fhudder 
with horfor. But where did thefe Blacks learn this cruelty .^ 
Who inJiruSfed them to be brutal and ferocious ? They have 
learnt it, Sir> from civilized Europeans, and they have learnt 
it in the Weft Indies: they gained their inftru&ion from thofe 
who had tyrannized over them, and from their own matters j 
the opprefiion pra&ifed on themfelves was in their remem- 
brance, and we may afllir.e ourfelves this has caufed them to. 
wreak their vengeance with fuch fury. Can any man wifh 
our Iflands to be in a like fituation ? would you expofe them 
to fimilar fixations ? or would you take the means of pre- 
venting it ? Slop the farther importation of (laves,— do not 
add to the number of thofe Jlaves in particular by whom thefe 
outrages have been chiefly committed. Even Mr. Long's 
hiftory of Jamaica points out the probable benefits of fuch a 
prohibition. Nor does the good effect of the meafure of 
Abolitjon, even upon oar Iflands, e\\A Yvete. ^^\fo&\s&yfc- 
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St. Domingo, it will lead to a melioration of the condition 
of the prefent (laves there, by eafy and obvious means ; to 
mild and gentle treatment from their mafters, which fo far 
from diminifliing, will rather increafe their real power and 
authority. When this happy change of fyftem fhall have 
arrived, you will be able to depend on the Creole Blacks for 
the defence of their country, as much as on the Whites 
themfelves. 

But it is faid, " Why are we to be fo very attentive to the 
inhabitants of Africa, and yet not enter into the queftion of 
regulating the prefent fyftem of flavery in the Weft Indies. 
Why are we to be fo tender of the African Blacks, and yet 
have no tendernefs for thofe in our own iflands?" Sir, I deny 
that I afk for any tendernefs to the people of Africa. I 
only fay, do not rob and murder them to gratify your avarice. 
Is this afking for tendernefs ? And as to the flaves in the 
Weft Indies, I do feel every thing for them. I do fay, that 
the flavery, even of a perfon brought up and bred in it, is 
much to be pitied. This, however, is far lefs grievous than 
the flavery of an imported African, Tote the flave of the 
man that brought him up, and in the fame country where he 
was born, is quite a different thing from a man's being forced 
from his own country into flavery, torn from his friends, dq- 
prived of that freedom which he has enjoyed till he was 
grown up, and made to work, contrary to all his former ha- 
bits, under the whip of a driver, in a new quarter of the 
globe. 

Anxioufly, however, do I defire to alleviate the mifery alfo 
of thofe unhappy flaves already in the Weft Indies j but as to 
the mode of doing it, and as to the right we may have to 
make regulations on that fubjeft, all this is a feparate con- 
federation. But to argue for regulations in the iflands to be 
previoufly made by us, as the beft means of abolition — to arguq 
for this flow, and doubtful, and circuitous way of abol idling 
the trade, when we can do it in a direft way and inft^ntly, 
is in other words to fay, " Do not do a thing which you are 
quite able and competent to do, till you have hy degrees 
effe&ed another thing, which other thing you are not com- 
petent, and perhaps not able to do at a\\ l'* 

Sir, 1 now come to that which I cot&tet Teifcrj ^ ^f^ 
foundation of the wh<ale bufmefs, Tte wvorel *&*. ? Va 
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fubje&j the more I reflect on all the arguments, miferable 
as they are ! which our adverfaries bring forward in their 
defence ; the more am I convinced that there is one 
ground, and only one ground, on which it is poflible for their 
fide of the queftion to ftand. It is an argument which they 
did refort to at the' firft, which they have not ufed to day ; 
but which really, Sir, if I were to advife them, they fhould 
again refort to, and reft their whole cafe upon it. I 
mean that there is a difference of /pedes, between black 
men and white, which is to be aflumed from the difference 
of colour. Driven as our antagonifts have been from 
this ground, and afliamed of it as they now are, they really 
have no other. Why, Sir, if we can but eftablifli that 
blacks are men like ourfelves, is it poflible that we can 
have any patience on this fubje£t ? Apply the fame cafe 
to France, which is happening every day in Africa ; the 
difference, in fad, is only in the colour of the people of the 
two countries. 

There exifts now in France (or in feveral of its provinces) 
a very great degree of animofity 5 and there are two contend- 
ing parties — I believe indeed the accounts are much exagger- 
ated— ^But let us fuppofe now, that at Marfeilles, for inftance, 
or fome other port, the Ariftocrates were to fell the Dembcrates 
as faft as they could catch them ; and the Democrates were 
to fell the Ariftocrates in like manner, and that we had fhips 
hovering on thecoaft, ready to carry them all off as flaves to 
Jamaica, or fome other iuand in the Weft Indies. If we 
were to hear of fuch a circumftance, would it not ftrike us. 
with horror ? What is the reafon ? Becaufe thefe men are of 
our own colour* There is no other difference in the two cafes 
whatever. 

I will quote, on this point, one of the antients, by way of 
proving the fame thing — no lefs a genius than Ariftotle — -He, 
wiftiing to eftablifli fome ground of defence for flavery, fay?, 
" The Barbarians are of a different race from us y and were 
horn to be flaves to the Greeks." Now, Sir, if any better rea- 
fon could be found out in juftification of flavery, I (hould think 
that moft fertile genius would have been the firft to difcover it. 
He faw domeftic tyranny exercifed in an extreme degree, and 
this in Rates where political tyranny was not fuftered — He 
z/ked himfelf the reafon, and after he \\a4 feaxdey^ \v\s> ^<ycv- 



( 1« ) 

dcrful invention (finding flavcry to be \\iz.prafiice of his 
country, and not wifhing to condemn it) he could refort to 
no other argument than th2t of faying, u the Barbarians are 
inferior to the Greeks by nature ;" becaufe, forfooth, the 
Greeks had had ftrehgth to conquer them. It is true,* many ' 
of thefe Barbarians were of the Jame colour with the Greeks ; 
ftill, however, it was neceflary to eftablifh'a diftindhn in the 
nature of ihe different men, in order to aflign any real reafon 
for permitting the difference in their treatmsri. 

.As to fetting up any diftindtion of nature between people 
of our own colour ; it is what no man now will bear to hear 
of \ to fay there are any Whites of an inferior fpecies, marked 
out by nature to be Slaves to other Whites, is not to be 
borne ; it would fill us all with horror to authorize flavery 
any where, on this ground, with refpe& to white men : and 
is it not quite as unjuft, becaufe fome men are black, to fay 
there is a natural diftin&ion as to them ; and that black men, 
becaufe they are black, ought to be flaves ? Set afide dif- 
ference of colour, and is it not the height of arrogance to 
allege that becaufe we have ftrong feelings and cultivated 
minds, it would be great cruelty to make flaves of us ; but 
that becaufe they are yet ignorant and. uncivilized, it is no 
injury at all to them ? Such a principle once admitted, lays . 
the foundation of a tyranny and injuftice that have no end. 

Mention has been made of fome e;reat hardships fuffered 
on board the tranfports to Botany Bay, -by which a large 
portion of the convicSs perifhed ; and I am afraid indeed the 
bufinefs was attended with dreadful circumftances. The 
ftory, however, may appear lefs extraordinary to fome of us, 
when we know that the tranfportation was undertaken bv 
Slave Merchants* and conduced by a Slave Cabtain. X 
underftand, a part of the mifery is attributed to his having* 
ufed (lave fetters, inftead of thofe ufually worn by convi&s. 
That any mere felons ftiould have been conveyed to the place 
of their banifhment under circumftances of equal* cruelty with 
flaves from Africa, is certainly, Sir, a difgrace to this coun- 
try, and it ought to conftitute a charge agumft thofe perfons 
concerned in fo fcandalous a bufinefs j and I hope and unlet- 
ftarid it will be fo confidered by Govetrvm^xvt. 

I remember to have once hcavA, or tefc^ Vk\^> V£*st^ ^ fc 
prefent que f dons were agitated* a vf*\\ \wvww ^^^T^ 
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African who was of the firft rank in his own country and £ 
man of letters. He was taken in one of thofe plundering 
wars, which the Slave Trade gives occafion to ; was carried 
to Maryland, and fold as it happened to a remarkably humane 
and very excellent mafter. His mafter inquired into the 
cafe, found out that he was educated in the Mahometan 
religion, that he could read and write Arabic, that he was a 
man of rank as well as literature, and all the circumftances 
being taken into confideration, he was after a full examina- 
tion of facts, redeemed and fent home to Africa. — Now, 
Sir, if this man with all his advantages, had fallen into the 
hands, I do not fay of a hard hearted, but even an ordinary 
mafter, would he not inevitably have worn out his life in the 
fame Egyptian bondage, in which thoufands of his fellow 
Africans drag on their miferable days ? Put fuch cafes as 
thefe home to yourfelves, and you will find the Slave Trade 
is a thing not to be juftified, not to be tolerated for & mo- 
ment, for the fake of any convenience whatfoever. 

As to danger from the want of population in the Iflands, 
even this pretext has been completely done away by the Right 
Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and it is re- 
markable, that though he was at the pains of going fully into 
thofe calculations, infomuch, that 1 really thought him too 
condelcending in that detail, there has not been the leaft at- 
tempt to controvert any of his ftatements. Not a fingle 
calculation of his has been gone into, by any one of the 
Gentlemen who are againft the Abolition of the Trade.. — It 
is a little hard, I think, that / fhould be obliged to be the 
perfon to do it, but I really mull complain in this inftance of 
a want of refpeft to the Right Honourable Gentleman, from 
this filence, and this on the part of fome of the Honourable 
Gentlemen fitting near him: but the facl: I know is, that 
not the fhadow of an anfwer could be given ; and yet fo it is* 
that Gentlemen refufe to be convinced ! 

Upon the whole, I fhall give my opinion of this traffick in 
a very few words. 1 believe it to be impolitic — I know it 
to be inhuman — I am certain it is.unjult — I think itfo inhu- 
man, that, if the plantations coulj not be cultivated without 
it, upon the principles of humanity and juflice, they ought 
not to be carried on at all. Even if the objects of it were 
brute animals, np humane man could expofe them to be treated 
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with fuch wanton cruelty. If the merchandize were totally 
inanimate, no boneji man could fuppprt a trade founded upon • 
fuch principles of injuflice. Upon thefe grounds, there is 
every necefiity for putting an immediate end to it. 

I think the Honourable Gentleman has made precifely the 
moft proper motion in this ftage of, the bufinefs. It confines 
the Houfe to nothing, provided they are friends to the Aboli- 
tion, either immediate or future. He has told you his ideas, 
and thofe who differ from him as to time, may propofe their's. 
Let us refcue Parliament from the degrading fituation in 
which they ftand at prefent, of having given their fancYion to 
this trade. Many Gentlemen feel the burden, and are de- 
firousof being relieved from it* Let us do our duty, and re- 
move this opprobrium from ourfelves ; and if other countries 
follow our example, To much the better ; if they do not, let 
us glory in leaving them behind, let us (hew them that Great 
Britain deferves to ftand as high in the opinion of the world 
for her juftice, as I know fhe does already for her wifdom, 
or the fuperiority of her conftitution, and for the excellency of 
her laws, which excite the admiration of furrounding coun- 
tries. But, Sir, I can have no doubt, that the example 
which we ihall fet in abolifhi ng the Stave Trade will have a 
great effect, certainly greater than that of any other country 
in Europe. What is the prefent fituation of France with 
refpeft to her colonies ? It is critical and peculiar. One day 
they talk of Liberty and are inclined to favour the Negroes ; 
another day they check themfelves and fufpend their meafures. 
It is the timid wavering conduct which the National AJJembly 
was prevailed on to adopt, in preference to bolJ and refolute 
meafures, that has produced all the dreadful mifchiefs at St. 
Domingo. 

Theie, Sir, are the cruel confequences of moderate mea- 
fures. Decifion had been mercy ; decifion even again ft the 
prejudice df their Weft India Planters, would have been a 
thoufand times better for thofe Planters, than indccifion and 
half meafures. 

But there are fome perfons who are fond of throwing out, 
that our Iflands will not fubmit to the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, that they will fay, " We cannot, we will not fuffcr 
it, and we muft feek out fome other connection." To this^ 
I very freely anfwer, u If you chufe to \>s ^tqgs&s^ V* ^^ 
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who are beft able to do it, we will protect you, and we think 
we can render you more fervice than any other country; but 
if you arc to be connected with us, it must be on thb 
principles of justice. If Britain muft involve herfelf 
in this di (honourable, this bloody bufinefs, for the fake of the 
Iflands ; if thefe arc your terms, let the connexion ceafe from 
this moment. 

Perhaps, Sir, there is lefs boldnefs than there appears to be 
in ftating this fo ftrongly, for I am well perfuaded, that our 
Weft InJia Iflands too well know the fuperior advantages of 
their prefent connection, to break with us on this ground ; I am 
well convinced they will fay to us, " Though you abolifh the 
Slave Trade you fhall not drive us away from you : to you 
we muft ftill adhere, our habits, our feelings, and what is 
more our intere/lsy incline us to prefer your connection to that 
of any other country. Though you (hake the Slave Trade 
off from us, you (hall never fhake us off from you." But if 
they mould not fay this, and if the queftion be, whether 
Britain mail retain the Slave Trade and the Weft India Iflands, 
or fhall part with them both together; I do not hefitat;e a mo- 
ment in deciding which alternative (he ought to take; I de- 
clare at once, "Better ee without the Islands than 
not abolish the Slave Trade." Let us therefore, this 
night, aft the part which will do us honour ; let us vote for bring- 
ing in a bill for the abolition. If we fail, which I confefs I have 
fome apprehenfion of, I have only to exprefs my gratitude to the 
Honourable Gentleman for the part he has taken. He does 
not need my exhortation to periift ; but this will I declare, 
that whether we vote in a fmall minority or large one, " Wt 
never will give up the point ." Whether in this Houfe, or out 
of this Houfe 5 in whatfoever lituation I may ever be \ r as long 
as I have a voice to fpeak, this queftion Jhall never beat an end: 
if it were pofiible that the Honourable Gentleman could en- 
tertain the idea of abandoning it, I would not. 

But Sir, even if all thofe who are engaged in this queftion 
were to be removed away, there would never be wanting 
men alive to their duty who would cry out for jujlice, who 
would maintain a perpetual ftruggle, till this Trade mould be 
done away. 

We who think that thefe things are not merely impolitic^ 
but inhuman and unjujl ; that they are not of the nature o£ 
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trade y but that they are crimes, pollutions*, which fiain the honour 
of a country ! We, Sir, will never relax our efforts. 

We wifh to prevent man from preying upon man j and we 
tnuft do our duty, let the world think of us as they may. And 
I poflefs the fulleft confidence that our perfeverance will en- 
fure fuccefs. 

One word more : never let this fubject be confound- 
ed with any ideas of political flavery. Were I a member 
of an Arbitrary Government, where the will of the Prince 
alone was law, I fhould be as zealous to wipe off fuch attain 
as this from that country, as I now am to do it from oyr own. 
What means Slavery ? A Slave is one whom another man 
commands at his pleafure : who belongs not to himfelf, but 
to his matter, at whofe difpofal he is in all refpefls j this is 
perfonal flavery. Political flavery is but a metaphor ; it has 
got the name from its bearing only fome faint refemblance tq 
flavery, literally fo called. It has been named Political 
Slavery, with a view of exciting fomewhat of that fame horror 
jainft it, which Perfonal Slavery is known always to excite. 
ew men, I believe, carry their ideas of Political Freedom 
higher than I do ; but although I cannot help thinking the 
People of France under the old Defpotick Government were 
enflaved in one fenfe ; yet their ftate when compared with 
JPerfonal Slavery, was a ftate of perfect Freedom. Nor is the 
difference between any two the moft diftant degrees of Poli- 
tical Slavery and Freedom; to be put in competition with 
the difference between every individual flave and free man. 
Never again, therefore, let our underftandings be infulted by 
confounding two things fo totally different. 

I have not again read to the Houfe, this day, any of thofe 
Clocking accounts, with which I troubled them lfift year. 
But I repeat a They are upon evidence! They ftand on unques- 
tionable authority !" And if any Gentleman has neglefted to 
to attend to thefe cruelties, they neverthelefs exift. 

But neither are thefe ftofies neceflary to my argument. 
If the fitiiation of the Negroes were as happy as fervitude 
could make them, I mutt not commit fhe enormous crime of 
felling man to man ; nor permit a practice to continue which 
puts an entire bar to the civilization of one whole quarter of the 
habitable globe. Many years will not be given us to difcufs 
this fubject* This nation will not long -permit the conftant 
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cmnmijjton of crimes that Jhock human nature, for the fake of the 
Weft Indies. And if the Weft India Gentlemen will iniift 
on the continuance of fuch a trade, they muft not expect to 
be very popular in this country. They have no right to 
demand that crimes Jhall be permitted by this country for their 
advantage. And the advice I give them is, that they fhould 
give up thefe ideas, and lend their cordial afiiftance to fuch 
meafures as may bring about, in the fhorteft poflible time, a« 
abolition of a traffick, for which not one reafon can be given, 
that is confiftent with policy, humanity, orjuftice. 



Mr. Addington, to explain — The Committee will do 
me the honour to recollect, that what I have ftated in favour 
of gradual, rather than immediate abolition, was on the 
principle of fecuring the property of individuals: I did not 
conceive that the prefent ftate of the Weft Indies would 
admit of our abolifhing this trade immediately. 

As to what the Right Honourable , Gentleman has faid 
of giving a bounty on the importation of females, I men- 
tioned certainly, that I thought a duty might be laid on im- 
ported negroes, which (hould be lighter on the females, 
than on the males. I admit this muft operate in effect 
as a bounty on the women imported. If a fufHcient fup- 
ply of negroes can be raifed the Iflands, I wifh no fuch 
diftindtions fhould be made. 

With refpcct to the means of carrying the regulations 
In the Welt Indies into execution, which the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman thinks is a very nice point ; the mode 
that has occurred to me is, that an addrefs fhould be pre- 
fented to His Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to 
direct certain regulations to be propofed by the Governors 
of the Weft India Iflands. 

I cannot help thinking that that moderation which has 
been recommended by my Right Honourable Friend, is the 
only way in which we can fecure our objeit, or do ourfelves 
honour in the eyes of the worlJ. 
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The Right Honourable Henry DuNDAS-^-Conceiv- 

ing that fome mifconception may, perhaps, arife from my 
voting with my Honourable Friend, in his motion as it now 
ftands, I rife to move an amendment to it ; which is to infer* 
the word, gradually ', before the words, " to be aboliihed." 
The/ motion will then be, " That the Slave Trade ought 
gradually to be abolifhed." 



Mr. Jenkinson. — I feel a confiderable degree of regret, 
when I differ from t;hofe with whom I am in the habit of add- 
ing ; but I mould think I was adding inconfiftently with that 
duty which 1 owe py constituents and my country, if af- 
ter having formed a decided opinion on fo great and important 
a quejlion as that which is now before die Houfe, any motives 
whatever mould prevent me from delivering that opinion, 
and from fupporting it with fuch arguments as may appear to 
me deciftve on the fubjeft. 

In rifing to oppofe the propofitions that have been made, 
I feel that I labour under every poflible difficulty. I rife not 
only %o oppofe a meafure, generally believed to be popular, but' 
which has been fupported oy a greater combination of abilities 
than was ever united on any one fubjeft, on which a difference 
of opinion could reafonably exift. Feeling, as I do, my own 
inability to contend with the Right Honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laft, all that I can do i?, to call the attention of 
the Houfe, as briefly as poflible, to what I conceive to be 
the real ftate of the queftion ; and I hope that the Committee 
will be influenced in their decifion, rather by the weight of 
argument, than by any ingenuity or eloquence with which it 
may be fupported. 

The opinions of thofe who are adv*jrfe to the abolition, 
have in general been unfairly ftated. It has been circulated 
that their opinion is founded on principles of policy, as oppo- 
fed to principles of humanity — on no fuch ground am I dif- 
pofed to refift the abolition. If it can be clearly made out 
that the interefts of humanity are decidedly in favour of the 
propofition, Heaven forbid that any motives of policv 
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{hould prevent our adopting it ! But if, on the contrary, it 
(hould appear, that the Caufe of Humanity is, infaSf^ againft 
the Abolition^ I truft then that the very fame principles which 
Would in the one cafe have induced the Committee to adopt 
the propofition, will flien* induce them to unite with me in op- 
pofing it. — 1 defire, however, to be underftood, when I fay that 
the caufe of humanity is againft the Abolition. The queftion 
is not, whether the trade was originally founded in inju/iice 
and opprejjion* 1 admitted itwas-*The queition is not, whether 
the trade is abjlrafiedly in itfelfan evil. I admit it to be fo— 
But whether, under all the circumftances of the cafe, any 
confiderable advantage would arife to a number of our fellow 
creatures, from the abolition of the trade taking place in the 
manner in which it has been propofed. 

The fubjedl:, from the manner in which it has been 
treated, naturally divided itfelf into three points of view. 

1. The fituation of the Negroes on the coaft of Africa. 

2. Their fituation in the Middle Paflage. 

3. Their fituation in the Weft India iflands; and how 
Far, in each of thefe refpe&ive fituations, their condition is 
likely to be benefited by the meafure which has been 
propofed. » 

Difpofed as I may be, not to agree to the ftatement tha$ 
has been made, of the fituation of the Negroes in Africa , 
it is not my intention to reft any argument on that ground* 
I am ready to admit that their fituation is miferable, that their 
miferies are in a great meafute occafioned by the Slave 
Trade, and that if that trade was univerfally abolifhed, very 
great benefit will confequently accrue to the inhabitants of 
Africa. No perfon will, however, pretend to aflejt, that 
whatever 1 may be the calamities fuffered by the inhabitants 
of that continent, thofe calamities arife from the trade y as car- 
ried on by Great Britain only. Other countries muft, of 
courfe, occafion as much of thofe evils as we do ; and if the 
abolition of the trade on our part (hould prove only the trans* 
fer of it into the hands of thofe countries, very little benefit 
could accrue to the Negroes from our humanity. 

What, then, is the probability of our example being fol- 
lowed by thofe countries who have a confiderable (hare in the 
trade ? Five years have now elapfed fince the difpofition of a 
confiderable part of this country has vrianvfeftsd vtfelf in favour 
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of the abolition. Sufficient time, then, has been given, to en- 
able us to judge whether other countries are likely to iecond 
our efforts. 

Have the Portuguefe (hewn any difpofition to follow 
our example ? Far from it. Have the Dutch ? I am very 
much miflnformed if there are not Agents from Holland at 
this very time in this country, who are negociating with 
perfons concerned in the trade, who are defirous of giving all 
poffible encouragement to them if we fhould abandon it. 
Have the Spaniards ? On the contrary, it will appear that 
they immediately took advantage of our difpofition, and 
gave every poffible encouragement to the trade, by offer- 
ing a bounty on the importation of Slaves. Have the 
French ? They who have carried fanaticifm, and their ideas 
©f liberty, to an extent as yet unheard of — have they (hewn 
any difpofition to imitate our conduct in this particular ? The 
meafure was certainly propofed in the National- Affembly, 
but was rejected; nay, not only reje&ed, but the bounty on 
the importation of Slaves, as an encouragement to the trade, 
has been continued at leaft ; I am not fure whether it has 
not been exprefsly renewed. 

I fliould not have been furprifed if fome of thefe countries 
had thought it politic to pretend to have a fimilar difpofition 
with ourfelves, and after having induced us to abolifh the 
trade, they had availed themfelves of out difpofition to hu- 
manity. But when they have not only Jhewn no difpojition to 
abolijh, but, on the contrary, every difpojition to encourage \t+ 
I have a right to infer, that the abolition of the trade, on our ' 
part, would be only the transfer of it into the hands of thofe 
countries. 

On great political queftions, where important interefts 
are involved, it would in general be thought fufficient to be 
able to prove, that no benefit is likely to arife to thofe to whom 
we are defirous of affording relief; but if I can proceed further, 
if I can prove, not only that no advantage, but that a great 
difadvantage will arife to the Negroes, from the meafure that 
is propofed ; no doubt can then remain on the mind of any 
perfon who does not prefer fpeculative to pradical humanity, 
xefpe&ing the propriety of reje&ing it. 

The mortality on board the En^Uftv ftiv{& \x?&xv^ ^rc^ 
Africa was, previous to the Regulating Ti\\Y> four ond an t\^* 
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per cent. Since that, it has been reduced to a little more than 
three per cent. * The mortality on board French Jbips trading 
irom the fame quarter is near ten per cent. — fo that there is 
4 mortality of nearly /even per cent, more on board French^ than 
*n board EngUJh Jlxps, The mortality in Dutch Jbips is from 
five U /even per cent. The mortality on board Portuguefe Jbips 
is lefs than either French or Dutch (hips, but more than on 
Englijb fliips, fince the regulating BilL 

Let us then confider, what would be the cohfecjuence of 

, the abolition of the trade on our part. Do we regret the 

.deaths, do we regret the cruelties that are fai J to have been 

committed ? Thofe death j, and thole cruelties^ would be mire 

than doubled if we were to abolijh the trade. 

Suppofe the cafe, as it really ftands, was to be fubmitted 
jko the Africans ; fuppofe we were to confult their inclinations 
on the fubjed:, what do we believe would be their anfwer ; 
ihiferable as to them the trade might be ; numerous as the 
calamities they fuffer from it ? " If other countries are not 
ci difpofed to unite with you in abolifhing it, for our fakes" 
u do you continue it ; for whatever may be the evils we 
u fuffer from it, the trade carried on by other countries, 
u when compared to the trade carried on by you, is as evil 
.* when compared to good." 

I am readv to admit that there is one anfwer, which would 
probably be made to this. 

Great Britain trades not only for her own iflands, but in 
feme degree for thofe of other countries* No good, but on 
the contrary* evilj will be the cdnfequence, to thofe Negroes 
which we -carry into the Foreign Weft India Iflands. But as 
the tradp between Africa and our Weft India Iflands will 
then be flopped* and, as confequently a fmaller number of 
Negroes will then be wanted, than thofe which are demanded 
at prefent, fome degree of good will accrue to the people of 
Africa from the abolition of the, trade on our part. 

In anfwer to this argument* I fay, that as the Weft India 
Planters purchafe Negroes at prefentj notwithftanding the 

* The mortality was ftated by Mr. Wilberforce to be by the documents of 
the lalt year between ten and eleven per cent; in the Englifli (hips, and previous 
to the Ululating Bill fomething more than this. 22,600 is the n6mber im- 

ported hit year to our tot* Iflondt, in Bnuta &*$%, ov*. ot viVvy&v tafcbfer radre 

**ran 2,300 wed ou the paflag«» 



greatnefs of their price, I have a right to' infer, that they 
Slink it for their intereft to Durchafe them, and that confe- 
«Juently, even, after the abolition of the trade on our part, 
they will not fail ta purchafe them. The point then to b© 
considered is, What is the probability of their being able ta 
finuggle? 

The Committee may, in a great meafure, judge of this 
from the evidence already before them. 

By the evidence, it appears, that a great number of Slave* 
have been clande/linly Jftolen^ from time to time, out of our 
i/kindS) and carried into the Foreign Weft India IJlands. It 
appears that fever al hundreds were Jlolen, within a very Jhort 
period^ from famaica^ and carried into Cuba. Thefe fads 
may furprife the Houfe, as it is clearly the intereft of all the 
planters to prevent the fmuggling, if poffible. But if other 
countries are able to fmuggle Slaves out of the ijlana\ when it 
is the intereft of every planter and overfeer to prevent that 
fnra£iice~At follows, that there will be very little difficulty in 
fmuggling Slaves into the iftands, where it will be for the 
intereft of every planter and overfeer to promote it. The con- 
(equence then, of the abolition of the trade on our part, will 
be only the transferring it into the hands of other nations^ wh* 
will carry it on at a much greater difadvantage to the Africans, 
and who will acquire the advantage and profit to themfelves of 
fuppfying our iftands with Slaves. 

I will now call the attention of the Committee to the ftate 
of the Negroes in the Weft India Iflands ; and much has 
been feid under this head, of the cruelties they fuffer, and of 
the hard -labour they are obliged to undergo. Tales of op-, 
predion have been told, and narratives of ill ufage have been 
related, which muft undoubtedly fliock the feelings of all 
Who heard them ; but is it fair to infer, from extraordinary 
inftances, the general bad ufage of the Slaves ? Suppofe that 
in the beft cultivated government, a colle&ion was to be 
made of the different abufes and cruelties that had been com* 
mitted for a feries of years ; fuppofe that in this country fuch 
a colle&ion had been made, and after the brilliant panegyric 
that was made fame time ago on our excellent Conftitution y fome 
perfon had riien up, and had ftated thefe, as proofs that our 
Conftitution was very different from What \t YvaA\*tsx\.^- 
fcribed \ fliould we have thought ourfeYves WftX£v&& va> va&ssxv^ 
•. -. ■ I 2 *T 
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from a certain number of extraordinary inflames, that we lived 
under a Government oppreflive and tyrannical ? — Should we 
not rather have anfwered, that in the moft perfeflt fyfterri 
which the human intellect is capable of forming, fome weak- 
ness* fome defects muft neceflarily,exift ; and that it was 
unfair to. draw inferences from extraordinary examples, to 
die prejudice of any fyftem whatever ? I have a right to draw 
the fame inference with refpe£t to the ftate of the Slaves in 
the Weft India Iflands, who, from being Slaves, were necefla- 
rHy.expofed, to pertain peculiar difadvantages. I have a right 
to draw that inference, provided I car* prove, that, notwith- 
ftanding any particular exception, the general behaviour of 
the planters or overfeers towards the Slaves* cannot have 
been fuch as the friends to the abolition have defcribed 
it to be. 

.Evidence has certainly been adduced, on both fides, and I 
fhould not be afraid, if it were neceffary, to oppofe the evi- 
dence of thofe who have appeared in favour of the planters, 
againft any evidence which has been adduced on the other 
fide. I fhould not be afraid to oppofe fuch characters as Lord 
Rodney, Admiral Barrington, Admiral Hotham, Sir Jofhua 
Rowley, &c. againft any authorities, however refpectable, 
who may have come forward in favour of the abolition. But 
on no fuch evidence is it my intention to reft the argument ; 
there are facts in fupport of that evidence, which muft leave 
it without doubt on the minds of the Committee. 

Previous to the year 1730, the mortality, and corifequently 
the decreafe of the Slaves, in the Weft India Iflands, was 
very confiderable. From the year 1730, to the year 1755, 
the deaths were reduced to only two and a half per cent, more 
than the births. From the year 1755, to the year 1768, they 
were reduced to only one and threerfourths more than the 
births. From the year 1768, to the year 1788, they were 
reduced to only one, per cent. This then, on the firft view 
of the fubje&, muft prove, that whatever may 'have been the 
fituation of Slaves in former times, their condition has been 
gradually improved.. 

But if we confider the peculiar difadvantages under which 
thsy labour, if we confider the fmall proportion of females 
with refpeft to males, the hurricanes, and famines which 
have been the confequence of thofe hurricanes^ and which have 
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fwept away* in a Jhprt period, thoufands of lives ; if we confi- 
4er thusj that every natural obftacle feems to combine to 
prevent the increafe of the Slaves, I mu ft judge it phyjically 
impojpble that they Jhould have increased in the manner, and to 
the degree to which they hcCve increajed, if the cruel treatment 
they have fujfered, and the hard labour impofed upon them, had 
fteenfucb as the frjends of the abolition have reprefented. 

This ftatement not only enables me to juftify the. Weft- 
India Planters, from the afperfions that have been thrown 
but againft them, but enables me likewife to draw (till more 
important conclufions ; — That as the Slaves, in the Weft 
India Iflands have under the prefent ftate of things, gradually 
incre,afed, they will continue to increafe. — That very few 
years will pafs, not only before the births are equal to the 
deaths, but before they are more numerous than the deathi— 
That if this is likely to happen under the prefent ftate ,of 
things, a fortiori^ it will follow that it mult take place, if, by 
certain regulations, the. increafe of the imported Slaves can be 
encouraged. 

Xhe only doubt therefore which can remain on the minds 
of Gentlemen, is, whether it is mpre for the intereft of the 
planter to import, or breed ; for if I fhall be able to prove, 
that it is more for the intereft of the planter to breed, it will 
then follow, that the moment the ftock of Slaves in the iflands 
is believed by the planters to be fufficient, that moment thje 
further importation muft neceflarily ceafe. 

In the firft place, the gradual increafe of the, Slaves, of 
late years, clearly proves that the increafe has been encou- 
raged by the planter, who confequently muft have conceived 
it to have been his intereft U breed. But I mean not to reft 
the argument on that ground. The price of -Slaves was of 
late years become fo great (nearly, I believe I may fay, twice 
ms great, as they were twenty years ago), that the planter, 
on the grounds of ceconomy, muft feel it his intereft npt to 
purchafe, if by any poflible means he can avoid it. 

Let us confider, then, that the greateft mortality is on the 
•newly-imported Slaves —That the difeafes they pring with 
them from Africa—- the difeafes they are likely to contract on 
the paflage, the operations they have been faid to undergo in 
the feafoning, all prove the confidcrable rifk there muft Up 
in the purchafe of Slave*, and thac the planter is not only 
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put to a confiderable expence, but is put to that expence, 
with a chance of very fpeedily lofing the fruits of it. 

To thefe confiderations others may be added, no leis im> 
portant. — Slaves bred in the iftands are much more attached t§ 
the hot — They have been gradually accuftomed to the labour, 
and muft confequently fcel lefs objection to the performance 
of it. Trained up likewife in regular fubordination, they 
muft of courfe be much more manageable than thofe who are 
firft put under the care of an overfeer at a more advanced 
period of their life. Slaves^ on the other hand, who have 
been convicted of crimes, may confequently be fiich as 
no perfon, would be defirous of employing, if he could pofiibly 
avoid it. Let it be added to all thefe circumftances, that 
.children are of the greatcft fervice in many parts of the la- 
bour, fo that whilft the planter muft be convinced, that 
they will be the moft valuable Slaves, when arrived at the 
age of maturky, he receives very confiderable advantage 
jrom them, even in their -earlieft years. It having then been 
proved, that the inter eft of the planter is to breed) rather than 
to import) k muft follow, that the planters would be little 
lefs than mad, to purchafe Slaves, if they were not convinced 
$hat a further fupply is neceflary. 

But it has been faid, that the births and the deaths in the 
Hlands are equal, and that confequently no further fupply is 
wanted. I am ready to admit, that the births and the deaths 
are nearly equal, but the queftion muft ft ill come to this : 
Is the ftoclc of (laves in the iflands fufficient ? Suppofe that in 
the iAand of Jamaica there are 250,000 Slaves, and fuppofe, 
which I rather doubt, that number fufficient for the cultiva- 
tion of the ifland ; I yet venture to aflert, if the further im- 
portation is to be flopped, that the number of Slaves in the 
ifland is nQt fufficient : for Gentlemen feem to have forgot, 
that per fons in that climate are fubjeel to difeafes, ©f which 
we are ignorant, and which fweep away hundreds^ nay fome~ 
times thoufands at a time. They ieem to have forgot, that 
they are fubjeft to hurricanes and famines^ which have the 
feme dreadful efte&s. 

Whatever number of Slaves may be neceflary for the cuU 
tivation of the iflands, if further importation is to be flopped, 
4A extra number will be neceflary, in order that, in cafe of 
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any extraordinary mortality, from th^'circumftances already 
ftated, the complete ruin of the planter may be prevented. 

That the time will come, when the ftock of Slaves in the 
iflands will be fufficient, no perfon, who has attended to the 
former part of this argument can doubt. That the Slaves 
have gradually increafed, are gradually increafing, and that 
by certain regulations the increafe may be confiderably pro- 
moted, muft be equally obvious. But thefe are all coniidera- 
tions, which fhould induce us to oppofe the Abolition, becaufe, 
the event, without any of the evils that may arife from the 
immediate adoption of that meafure, muft, in the natural 
order which I have defcribed, take place in the courfe of a 
very fhort period. 

1 wifh the Committee to confider, what mifchiefs may arife 
from the planters being able to fmuggle. How dangerous it 
may be, that they fhould depend on other nations, and not 
on us, for their fupply of Slaves — That fiom entering into 
bargains and contract, perhaps even with our enemies, their 
difpofitions may be alienated from us, that the lofs of the iflands 
tbemfelves may be the confequence ; and not only the lofs of fa 
much revenue^ andfo much power to ourfelves y hut the acquisi- 
tion of that power y and that revenue by our enemies — And why 
fhould we expofe ourfelves to fuch a rifk, for any benefit 
which will relult to the Negroes? On the contrary, it has 
been proved that it would be a difaduantage to them. 

Let it likewife be confidered, that we may deprive our* 
felves by thefe means of the power of enforcing regulations-, 
and that thus the trade may go on as it does at pre fent, with 
a much lefs rapid increafe of the Slaves by birth. This is, 
however, not the. only rifk to which we are expofmg our 
Colonies. Let us refecl on the calamities of St. Domingo*, 
which have been imputed by the deputies from that inand, tb 
the advocates of abolition. What horror can be defcribed, 
what ravage can be painted, what cruelty can be committed, 
which tbofe unfortunate beings have not fuffered ? And (hall 
we, when principles of the fame fort are lurking in bur 
-qwn iflands, fhall we expofe our fellow fubje&s to the fame 
. calamities, who, if guilty of promoting this trade^ have at ledfl . 
been encouraged by ourfelves^ by Us, who, though parties in 
ths guilty would in no adequate degree be $&rtic% in tki ^ujjwvri^ 

I 4 \^ 
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It has been faid, that there is a diftin&ion between the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, and the Emancipation of the 
Slaves. I admit that diftin&ion ; but fhduld we. be furprifed 
if the Slaves, who, receiving no immediate benefit from the 
abolition of the trade, fhould complain that thefe principles 
are not equally applied :o themfelves ; — mould we be fur- 
prifed if their minds, not cultivated as our own, fhould not 
feel fo nice a diflinftion^ or at leaft, if they do feel it, would 
be too much interefted to appear to do fo ? 

That the Slave Trade is in itfelf an evil, I am ready to 
admit. Tjhat the ftate of flavery itfelf is likewife an evil I 
am no lefs ready to admit. That if the queftion was, not to 
abolljh, but ejlablijh them, I, of all thofe who profefs fo much 
zeal for the interefts of humanity, would not be the leaft 
•ager to oppofe it ; but, are there not many evils in this 
world which we fhould have thought it our duty to prevent, 
yet which, when once they have taken place, it is more dan- 
gerous to oppofe than to fubmit to ? The duty of a State/man 
iSj not to conjider abftracledly what is right or wrongs but to 
%veigb the dijadvantages that are likely to arifefrom the abolition 
of an evil, againft the confequences that are likely to arifefrom 
the continuance of it. 

On this ground let us judge of the prefent queftion. Here 
is an evil, which, it has been proved, can be but of fhort 
continuance ; the continuance of whichj by proper regulations, 
may be extremely Jhortened. The expiration of which, inftead 
of being productive of good, will be productive of effential 
harm to thofe whom it Is meant' to benefit ; and fhall we 
appearing to prevent the fhort continuance of this evil, adopt 
a meafure which can be of no advantage on one hand, and 
which tbreatens every calamity on the other-— which threatens a 
diminution of our revenue, and confequently a ferious mis- 
fortune to the people of this country — which threatens the 
ruin of the property of thofe perfons who, under our encou- 
ragement, \mnz fettled in the Weft India Iflands — which 
threatens murder, and all tho/e cruelties which, by the adop- 
tion of the meafure, we are defirous of preventing. 

I have frequently rejoiced at the idea, that fome of thofe 
evils which have exifted in all ages, and under all govern- 
ment.*, are likely, in the \we(ent period, to be abolt(hed ; 
that we live 4n an age where kho^vrWAg^ Yva& Wjotr more 
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unhrerfal than in ahy former period, and that, under the 
mild influence ^f true religion and philofophy, fociety is likely 
to receive considerable improvements. But I have always 
dreaded that thofe improvements flnuld be too rapid— convinced 
that by this means their very end may be prevented. Violent 
changes {hake the frame inftead of fupporting it. They 
endanger its exiftence ; and if the conftitution out-lives the 
fhock, it is reftored weak and enfeebled. Gradual changes 
ftrength'en and uphold it. The, confluence of the change, 
and not the change, is felt. Every ftep fecures the preceding, 
and becomes the foundation for additional improvement. 

Agreeing, then, moft perfectly with the friends to the 
abolition in their end, I differ from them only in the means §f 
accomplijhing that end. I am defirous of doing that gradually, 
which they are defirous of doing rafhly. 
- To fome part of the Right Honourable Gentleman's pro- 
portions I agree, but I as much differ from him in others** 

I have drawn up two proportions, which meet my ideas 
on the fubje&, and which, if die Committee will give me 
leave, I will ftate to them. 

That an addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would 
be pleafed to recommend to the Colonial Aflemblies, to grant 
premiums to fuch Planters and Overfeers as fhall diftinguifh 
themfelves by promoting the annual increafe of the Slaves by 
birfh. And likewife to grant freedom to every female Negro, 
who has born and reared up five children to the age of 
feven years. 

2d. T^hat a bounty of 5I. per head be given to the mailer 
of every veiTel employed in the trade from the coaft of Africa, 
who fhall import in any cargo, a greater number of female 
than -male Negroes, not exceeding the age of twenty-five 
years. 

In order that I may be enabled to bring forward my pro- 
portions in form, I move that the Chairman fhould leave 
the Chair. 



Mr. Este. — I fhould not intrude myfelf on the Com- 
mittee at (o late an hour, but with a view of inducing them to 
adjourn the debate. There are two proportions^ &vt^V*&»fe 
the Houfe. The one, for the AboY\U%tv tf >tofc ^asw**V*»fc» 
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at large; the other for its gradual Abolition ; and I cannot 
help thinking that Gentlemen fhould be allowed a further 
time to compare their refpe&ive merits, and confider of the 
beft means of carrying their purpofe. 

I am perfuaded there are feveral enormities in the Slave 
Trade which call for regulation ; which I alfo conceive to be. 
the beft means to effedtuate the final Abolition of the Slave 
Trade : for it appears to me that a gradual Abolition would 
anfwer all the purpofes, and effe&uate its end in a much bet- 
ter manner than could be done by any other means. 



At four o'Clock Mn William Smith rofe, but Mr. Pitt 
having rifen at the fame time, Mr. Smith gave way to him, 



The Right Honourable William Pitt. At this hour, 
of the morning I am afraid, Sir, I am too much exhaufted 
to enter fo fully into the fubje& before the Committee as I 
could wifh ; but if my bodily ftrength is in any degree equal 
to the tafk, I feel fo ftrongly the magnitude of this queftion, 
that I am extremely earneft to deliver my fentiments, which I 
rife to do with the more fatisfa&ion, becaufe I now look for-* 
ward to the iffue of this bufinefs with confiderable hopes of 
fuccefs. 

The debate has this day taken a turn, which, though it 
has produced a variety of new fuggeftions, has, upon the 
whole, contra&ed this queftion into a much narrower point 
than it was ever brought into before. 

I cannot fay that I quite agree with the Right Honourable 
Gentleman over the way (Mr. Fox) ; I am far from deplorr 
ing all that rjas been faid by my two Honourable Friends 
(Mr. Dun das and the Speaker.) I rather rejoice that they 
have now brought this fubje& to a fair iffue— that Something, 
at leaft, is already gained, and that the queftion has takes 
altogether a new courfe this night. It is true, a difference 
ef opinion has been ftated, and has been uT<gyl mth'all th* 
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force of argument . that could be given to it. But give nitt 
leave to fay, that this difference has been urged upon princi-* 
pies very far removed from thofe which were maintained 
by the opponents of my Honourable Friend when he firft 
brought forward his motion. There are very few of thofe 
who have fpoken this night, who have not thought it 
their duty to declare their full and entire concurrence with 
my Honourable Friend in promoting the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, as their ultimate objett. However we may 
differ as to the time and manner of it, we are agreed in the. 
Abolition ttfelf\ and my Honourable Friends have exprefled 
their agreement in this fentiment with that fen fi bill ty upon the 
fubject, which humanity does moft undoubtedly require. I 
do not, however, think they yet perceive what are the ne- 
ceffary confequences of their own concefSon, or follow up 
their own principles to their juft conclufion. • 

The point now in difpute between us, is 7 a difference 
merely as to the period of time, at which the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade ought to take place. I therefore congratulate 
this Houfe-, the Country, and the World, that this great 
point is gained; that, we may now confider this trade as 
having received its condemnation ; that its fentence is feaU 
ed ; that this Curfe of mankind is feen by the Houfe in its 
true light $ and that the greateft ftigma on our national cha-*. 
racier which ever yet exifted, is about to be removed ! And, 
Sir, (which is ftill more important) that MANKIND, I 
truft, in general^ are now likely to be delivered from the greatejt 
practical evil that ever has ajffliSled the human race— from the 
fever ejl andmojl extenfive calamity Recorded in the Hi/tory of the 
world! 

In proceeding to give my reafons for concurring with 
iny Honourable Friend in his motion, I (hall neceffarily advert 
to thofe topics which my Honourable Friends near me have 
touched upon ; and which they ftated to be their motives for 
preferring a gradual, and in fome degree, a diftant Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, to the more immediate and direct meafure 
now propofed to you. Beginning as I do, with declaring 
that in this refpect I differ completely from my Right 
Honourable Friends near me, I do not, however, mean 
to fay, that I differ as to one obfervaxvow >«\\\Rfcv Vv* 
been prefled .mher ftronglyby item, \£ tfeft^ cisi ^»* 



<ta*. 
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that their proportion of a gradual Abolition, is more 
likely than 9ttrs to fecurc the objeft which we have in view- 
that by proceeding gradually we (hall arrive more fpeedily at 
our end, and attain it with more certainty, than by a di- 
reft voce immediately to abolifh : — If they can (hew to- the 
fktisfa&ion both of myfelf and the Committee, that our pro- 
portion has more the appearance of a fpeedy Abolition, than, 
the reality of it ; undoubtedly they will in this cafe make a 
convert of me, and my Honourable Friend who moved the 
queftion; they will make a convert of every man among us, 
who looks to this, which I truft we all do, as a queftion not 
to be determined by theoretical principles or enthufiaftic feel- 
ings, but confiders the practicability of the meafure— aiming 
limply to effe& his obje& in the (horteft time, and in the 
fureft poffible manner. 

If, however, I (hall be able to (hew that our meafure pro- 
ceeds more direQly to its objeft, and fecures it with mere cer- 
tainty, and within a lefs dijlant period \ and that the Slave 
Trade will on our plan be abolifhed fooner than on his ; may 
I not then hope, that my Right Honourable Friends will be 
as ready to adopt our proportion, as we fhould in the other 
cafe be willing to accede to theirs ? 

One of my Right Honourable Friends h*s ftated, that an 
Ad palled here for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, would 
not featre its Abolition. Now, Sir, I fhould be glad to 
know, why an A 61 of the Britifh Legiflature, enforced by all 
thofe fan&ions which we have undoubtedly the power ana the 
right to apply, is not to be effectual ; at leaft as to every mate- 
rial purpofe? Will not the executive power have the fame ap- 
pointment of the officers and the courts of judicature, by which 
all the caufes relating to this fubje& muft be tried, that it 
has in other cafes ? Will there not be the fame fyftem of law 

' by which we now maintain a monopoly of commerce ? If die 
lame law, Sir, be applied to the prohibition of the Slave Trade, 
which is applied in the cafe of other contraband commerce, with 
all the fame means of the country to back it, I am at a lots 
to know why the a&ual and total Abolition is not as likely 
to be efre&ed in this way, as by any plan or proje& of my 
Honourable Friends, for bringing about a gradual termination 
of it. But my obfervation is extremely fortified by w^«t fell 

from my Honourable Friend yrVio ^o^\a&.\ \»\a& x$&L^o< 
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Sir, that if you will have patience with it for a few years, the Slave 
Trade muft drop of itfelf, from the increafing dearnefs of the 
commodity imported, and the increafing progrefs, on the other 
hand, of internal population. Is it true, then, that the impor- 
tations are fo expend ve and difadvantageous already, that the 
internal population is even now becoming a cheaper refource? 
I afk then, if you leave to the importer no means of importa- 
tion but by fmuggling, and if, be/ides all the prefent difadvan- 
t ages , you load him with all the charges and hazards of the 
(muggier, by taking care that the laws againft fmuggling are 
in this cafe watchfully and rigoroufly enforced, is mere any 
danger of any confiderable fupply of frefli Slaves being poured 
into the iflands through this channel? And is there any real 
ground of fear, becaufe a few Slaves may have been Snugg- 
led in or out of the iflands, that a bill will be ufelefs and in* 
effectual on any fuch ground ? The que [lion under thefe cir- 
cumftances will not bear a difpute. 

Perhaps, however, my Honourable Friends may take up. 
another ground, and fay, " It is true your meafure would (hut 
<c out further importations more immediately ; but we do not 
<c mean to (hut them out immediately. We think it right, on 
u grounds of general Expediency^ that they mould not be im- 
<c mediately fliut out." Let us therefore now come to this 
queftion of the Expediency of making the Abolition diftant 
and gradual, rather than immediate. 

The argument of expediency in my opinion (like every 
other argument in this difquifition) will not juftify the con- 
tinuance of the Slave Trade for one unneceflary hour. Sup- 
pofing it to be in our power (which I have (hewn' it is) to 
enforce the prohibition from this prefent time, the expediency of 
doing it is to me fo clear, that if I went on this principle. alone 
I (hould not feel a moment's hefitation. Wnat is the argu- 
ment of expediency .dated on the other fide ? It is doubted m 
whether the deaths and births in the iflands are as yet fo nearly 
equal as to enfure the keeping up a fufficient flock of labourers : 
in anfwer to this I took the liberty of mentioning in a for- 
mer year, what appeared to me to be the ftate of population 
at that time. My obfervations were taken from documents 
which we have reafon to judge authentic, and which canied 
on the face of them the conclufiorvs V \5c\&w %a£s& % . ^s\^ 
were the clear, fimplc, and obvious lefvxU ot * wA^\ «»r. 
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initiation which I made into this fubjecl, and any Gentle.nai* 
who will take the fame pains may arrive at the fame degree of 
fatisfa&ion. 

Thefe calculations, however, applied to a period of time that 
is now four or five years pa/I. The births were then, in 
the general view of them, nearly equal to the deaths ; and, as 
the ftate of population was fhewn, by a confiderable retrof- 
pe&, to be regularly increafmg, an excefs of births muft 
before this time have taken place. 

Another obfervation has been made as to the difproportion 
©fthefexes: this, however, is a difpariry which exifted in 
any material degree only in former years ; it is a difparity of 
which the Slave Trade has been itfelf the caufe ; which will' 
gradually diminifh as the Slave Trade dimini(hes t and t muft 
entirely ceafe, if the Trade (hall be abolifhed ; but which, 
neverthelefs, is made the very plea for its continuance. I be- 
lieve this difproportion of the fexes, taking the whole number 
in the ifland?, Creole as well as imported Africans, the latter 
of whom occafion all the difproportion, is not now by any 
means confiderable. 

Bur, Sir, I alfo (hewed, that the great mortality, which 
turned the balance fo as to make the deaths appear more nu- 
merous than the births, arofe too from the imported Africans > 
who die in extraordinary numbers in the feafoning. If, there- 
fore, the importation of Negroes (hould ccafe, every one of 
the caufes of mortality, which I have now {rated, would ceafe 
alfo. Nor can I conceive any reafon why the prefent number 

/ of labourers mould not maintain itfelf in the Weft Indies, ex- 
cept it be from fome artificial caufe, fome fault in the i (lands ; 
fuch as the impolicy of their governors, or the cruelty of the 
•managers and officers, whom they employ. 

I will not re-iterate all that I faid at that time, or go through 
ifland by ifland. It is true, there is a difference in the ceded 
ifiands ; and I ftate them poflibly to be, in fome refpe£b, an 
excepted cafe. But, if we are to enter into the fubjeft of the 
mortality in clearing new land* ; this, Sir, is undoubtedly 
another queftion : the mortality here is tenfold ; and this is 
to be confidered, not as the carrying on a trade, but as the fit- 
ting on foot a Slave Trade for the purpofe of peopling the Co- 
lony ; a meafure which I think will not now be maintained. 

I therefore t/e/ire Gentlemen to te\\ ms bcvcX^ viYftShaet the 
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period they look to is not now arrived? Whether, at this hour, 
the Weft Indies may not be declared to have a&ually attained 
a ftate in which they can maintain theirpopulation r and up- 
on the anfwer 1 muft neceflarily receive, I think I could 
fafely reft the whole of the queftion. 

One Honourable Gentleman has rather ingenioufly ob- 
ferved that one or other of thefe two aflertions of ours, muft 
neceflarily be falfe : that either the population muft be dc- 
creafing, which we deny ; or, if the population is increafing, 
that the Slaves muft be perfectly well treated, (this being the 
caufe of fuch population) which we deny alfo. That the po- 
pulation is rather increafing than otherwife ; and alfo that the 
general treatment is by no means fo good as it ought to be, 
are both points which have been feparately proved by different 
evidences ; nor are thefe two points fo entirely incompatible. 
The ill treatment rnuftbe very great indeed, in order to di- 
minifli materially the population of any race of people. That 
it is not fo extremely great as to do this, I will admit. 
I will even admit, if you pleafe, that this charge may poflibly 
have been fometimes exaggerated; and I certainly think, that 
it applies lefs and lefs as we come nearer to the prefent times. 

But, let us fee how this contradiction of ours, as it it 
thought, really ftands, and how the explanation of it will 
completely fettle our minds, on the point in queftion. D6 
. the Slaves diminijh ift numbers ? It can be nothing but iH 
treatment that caufes the diminution. This ill treatment the 
Abolition muft and will reftrain. In this cafe, therefore, we 
xnight to vote for the Abolition. On the other hand, Do you 
chufe to fay that the Slaves clearly increafe in numbers ? Then 
you want no importations, and, in this cafe alfo, you may " 
fafely vote for the Abolition. Or, if you chufe to fay, as the 
third and only other cafe which can be put, and which perhapi 
is the neareft to the truth, that the population is nearly Jiati on* 
ary^ and the treatment neither/) bad nor fo good as it might be; 
then furely, Sir, it will not be denied, that this of all others, is 
on each of the two grounds, the proper period for flopping fur- 
ther fupplies: for your population, which you own is already 
ftationary, will thus be made undoubtedly to increafe from the 
births ; and the good treatment of your prefent Slaves, which 
I am nowfuppoHng is but very moderate, w\\\ \te w&«SS»x\<j 
improved alfo by ths fame meafure ot J^oVi&otu \ ^1% 
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therefore, that • thefe propofitions, contradiclory as they 
may be reprefented, are in truth not at all inconfiftent, 
but even come id aid of each other, and lead to a conclufion 
that is decifive. And let it be always remembered, that in this 
branch of my argument, I have only in view the well-being of 
the Weft Indies, and do not now ground any thing on the 
African part of thequeftion. 

But, Sir, I may carry thefe obfervations refpe&ing the 
iflands much further. It is within the power of the Colonifts, 
(and is it not then their indifpenfable duty ?) to apply them- 
felves to the^ correction of thofe various abufes, by which po- 
pulation is reft rained. The moft important confequences 
may be expe&ed to attend Colonial regulations for this, pur- 
pofe. With the improvement of internal population, the 
condition of every Negro will improve alfo ; his liberty will 
advance, or at leaft he will be approaching to a ftate of liberty. 
Nor can you increafe the happinefs, or extend the freedom of 
the Negro, ^without adding in an equal degree to the fafety 
efthe iflands, and of all their inhabitants. Thus, Sir, in the 
place of Slaves, who naturally have an intereft directly oppo- 
fite to that of their matters, and are therefore viewed by them 
with an eye of conftant fufpicion, you will create a body of 
valuable citizens and/ubjecls, forming a part of the fame com- 
munity, having a common intereft with their fupefiors, in 
the fecurity and profperity of the whole. 

And, here let me add, that in proportion as you increafe 
the happinefs of thefe unfortunate beings, you will undoubtedly 
increafe in effe& the quantity of their labour alfo. Gentlemen, 
talk of the diminution of the labour of the iflands! I will ven- 
ture to aflert, that, even if in confequence of the Abolition 
there were to be fome dccreafe in the number of hands, the 
quantity of work done, fuppofing the condition of the Slaves to 
improve, would by no means diminifh in the fame proportion ; 
perhaps would be far from diminifhing at all. For if you ref- 
tore to this degraded race the true feelings of men; if you 
take them out from among the order of brutes, and place 
them on a level with the reft of the human (pedes ; they will 
then work with that energy which is natural to men, ana their 
labour will be productive, in a thoufand ways, above what it 
has yet been ; as the labour of a man is always more produc- 
tive than that of a mere brute • 
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It gfenefally happens that in every bad caufe fome in- 
formation arifes out of the evidence of its defenders themfelves, 
which 4 ferves to expofe in one part or other the weaknefs of 
their defence. It is the chara&erillic .of fuch a caufe, that if 
it be at all gone into, . even by its own fupporters, it is liable to 
be ruined by the contradictions in which thofe who maintain 
it are for ever involved. 

The Committee of the Privy Council of Great Britain 
fent over certain queries to the Weft India iflands, with a view 
of elucidating the prefent fubjeel: ; and they particularly in- 
quired, whether the Negroes had any days or hours allotted to 
them, in which they might work for themfelves. The Af- 
femblies in their anfwers, with an air of great faiisfaftion ftate 
the labour of the Slaves to be moderate, and the Weft In- 
dia fyftem to be well calculated to promote the domeftic hap- 
pinefs of .the Slaves : They add, <c that proprietors are not 
u compelled by law to allow their Slaves any part of the fix 
** working days of the week for themfelves, but that it is the 
<l general practice to allow them one afternoon in every, week 
ic out of crop time, which, with fuch hours as they chufe to 
" work on Sundays, is time amply fu Hcient for their own pur- 
4C pofes :" Now, therefore, will the Negroesj or I may rather 
fay, do the Negroes work for their -own emolument ? I beg _ 
the Committee's attention to this point : The Afiembly of 
Grenada proceeds to ftate. — I have their own words for it— 
M That though the Negroes are allowed the afternoons of only 
<c one day in every week, they will do as much work in that af- 
<4 temoorty when employed for their own benefit^ as in the whole 
€i day when employed in their mafersfervice." 

Now, Sir, I will defire you to burn all my calculations ; 
to difbelieve, if you pleafe, every word I have faid on the 
prefent ftate of population ; nay, I will admit, for the fake of 
argument, that the numbers are decreafing, and the produc- 
tive labour at prefent infufficient for the cultivation of thofe 
countries: And I will then afk, whether the increnfe in the 
quantity of labour which is reafonably to be expected from the 
improved condition of the Slaves, is not by the admiffion of 
the iflands themfelves, by their admiffion not merely of an 
argument but a fact, far more than fufficient to counterba- 
lance any decreafe which can be rationally ao\rcd^\Nte& ^torcsv . 
a defective ftate of their population ? W\v^ Svt* * ^«sj* ^ 
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he works for him/elf, and not for a matter, will do double 
work ! This is their own account. If you will believe the 
planters, if you will believe the legiflature of the iflands, the 
productive labour of the colonies would, in cafe the Negroes 
worked as free labourers inftead of Slaves, be literally doubled. 
Half the prefent labourer* on this fuppofition would fuffice,. 
for the 'whole cultivation of our iflands on the prefent fcale. 
I therefore, confidently afk the Houfe, whether in confider- 
ing the whole of this queftion, we may not fairly look for- 
ward to an improvement in the condition of thefe unhappy 
and degraded beings j not only as an event defirable on the 
ground of humanity and political prudence; but alfo* as a 
means of increafing, very confiderably indeed, (even without 
any increafing population,) the productive induftry of the 
Iflands ? 1 

When Gentlemen are fo nicely balancing the paft and fu- 
ture means of cultivating the plantations, let me requeft them 
to put thfc argument into the fcale ; and the more they con- 
sider it, the more will they be fatisfied, that both the folidity of 
the principle which I have ftated, and the fad! which I have juft 
quoted, in the very words of the Colonial Legiflature, will 
bear me out in every inference I have drawn. I think they 
jvill perceive alfo, that it is the undeniable duty of this Houfe, 
6n the grounds of true policy, immediately to fan&ion and 
carry into effeS that fyftem which enfures thefe important 
advantages ; in addition to all thofe other ineftimable bleflings 
Which follow in their train. ' ' 

If, therefore, the. argument of expediency as applying to 
the Weft India Iflands, is the teft by which this queftion' is 
tq be tried ; I truft I have now eftablifhed this propofition, 
namely, that whatever tends moft fpeedily and eff equally to 
meliorate the condition of the Slaves, is, undoubtedly on the 
ground of expediency, leaving juftice out of the queftion, the 
main • object to be purfued. 

That the immediate Abolition of jhe Slave Trade will 
moft eminently have this effect, and that it is the only mea- 
fiire from which this effect can in any confiderable degree be 
expected, are points to which I fhall prefently come ; but be- 
fore I enter upon them, let me notice one or two further cir- 
Cumftances. 

* - We 
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"We are told (and by refpe&able and well-informed perfons) 
thafthe purchafe of new negroes has been injurious inftead , 
of profitable to the planters themfelves ; fo large a proportion 
of thefe unhappy wretches being found to perifti in the feat- * 
fbning. Writers well verfed in this fubjefr. have even ad- 
vifed thar, in order to remove the temptation which the Slave 
Trade offers to expend large fums in this injudicious way, 
the door of importation Jkould be Jhut. — This very -plan which 
we fiow propofe, the mifchief of which is reprefented to be 
fo great as to outweigh fo many other momentous confider- 
ations has actually been recommended by fome *of the beft 
authorities, as a plan highly requifite to be adopted on the 
. very principle of advantage to the Iflands ; nay, not merely 
on that principle of general and political advantage on which 
I have already touched, but for the advantage of the very 
individuals who would otherwife be moft forward in pur- 
chafing Slaves. On the part of the Weft Indians it is urgedj v 
" The Planters are in debt : They are already diftreffed ; 
c< if you ftopthe Slave Trade, they will be ruined.*' Mr. 
Long, the celebrated hiftorian of Jamaica, recommends the 
flopping of importations, as a receipt for enabling the plan- 
tations which are embarafled to get out of debt, I will quote his 
words. Speaking ©f the ufurious terms on which money is often 
borrowed for the purchafe of frefh Slaves, he advifes " the 
" laying a duty equal to a prohibition on all negroes imported 
<c for the fpace of four or five years, except for re-exporta« 
<l tion." " Such a Jaw," he proceeds to fay, " would be at- 
* tended with the following good confequences. It would 
if put an immediate flop to thefe extortions ; it would en- 
" able the planter to retrieve his affairs by preventing him 
" from running in debi^ either by renting or purchafing of ne- 
" groes ; it would render fuch recruits lefs neceflaryj by the 
" redoubled care he would be obliged to take of his prefent flock* 
the prefervation of their lives and health : And laftlyj it 
would raife the value of negroes in the ifland.— A North 
" American Province, by this Prohibition alone 
"for a few Years, from being deeply plunged 
'"in Debt, has become independent, rich, and 
" flourishing." 

On this authority of Mr. Long I reft tta e^ft\w^\NS&fc. , fcfcftfc 
the prohibition of further importations vs ^tw^iV^Y^^* 
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And completely ruinous meafure, which it is fo confidently 
declared to be with refpeft to our Weft Indian Plantations. 

I do not however mean in thus treating this branch of the 
fubje£t, abfolutely to exclude the queftion of indemnification 
on the fuppofition of pojftble difadvantages affe&ing the Weft 
Indies through the Abolition of the Slave Trade. But 
when Gentlemen fet up a claim of compenfation merely on 
thofe general allegations^ which are all that I have yet heard 
from them, I can only anfwer, let them produce their cafe in 
a diftin& and fpecific form ; and if upon any practicable or 
reafonable grounds it' (hall claim confideration, it will then 
be time enough for Parliament to decide upon it. 

I pow come to another circumftance of great weight, con- 
ne&ed with this part of the queftion. I mean the danger to 
which the 1 (lands are expofed from thofe negroes who are 
newly imported. This, 'Sir, like the obfervation which I 
lately made, is no mere (peculation of ours ; for here again I 
refer you to Mr. Long, the Hiftorian of Jamaica. He treats 
particularly of the dangers to be dreaded from the introduction 
of. Coromantine negroes ; an appellation under which are 
comprifed feveral defcriptioris of Negroes obtained on the 
Gold Coaft, whofe native country is not exaftly known, 
and who are purchafed in a variety of markets, having been 
brought from fome diftance inland. With a view of pre- 
venting infurre&ions, he advifes, that " by laying a duty 
" equal to a prohibition, no more 6f thefe Coroman tines 
u fhould be bought;" and after noticing one InfurrecStion 
which happened through their means, he tells you of another 
in the following year, in which thirty-three Coromantines, 
" mqft of whom had been newly imported*, fuddenly rofe and in 
" the fpace of an hour murdered and wounded no lefs than 
. " nineteen white perfons." 

To the authority of Mr. Long, both in this and other 
parts of his work, I may add the recorded opinion of the 
Committee of the Houfe of Affembly of Jamaica itfelf ; who, in 
* confequence of a rebellion among the slaves, were appointed 
to inquire into the beft means of preventing future Infur- 
re&ions. The Committee reported, <c That the rebellion 
u had originated (like moft or all others) with the Coro- 
" mantines ; and they propofed that a bill/kould be brought in 
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<c for laying a higher duty on the importation ofthefe particular 
u Negroes," which was intended to operate as a prohibition. 

But the danger is not confined to the importation of Coro- 
mantines. Mr. Long, carefully inveftigating as he does the 
caufes of fuch frequent Infurre&ions, particularly at Jamaica, 
accounts for them from the greatnefs of it's general importa- 
tions. <c In two years. and a half," fays he, u 27,000 Ne- 
■ c< groes have been imported." — > ct No wonder we have rebel - 
cc lions! Twenty- feven thoufand in two years and a half?" Why, 
Sir, I believe that in fome late years there have been as many 
imported into the fame 111 and within the fame period ! Sure- 
ly, Sir, when Gentlemen talk fo vehemently of the fafety of 
the Iflands, and charge us with being fo . indifferent to it; 
when they fpeak of the calamities of St. Domingo, and of 
fimilar dangers impending over their own heads at the prefent 
hour, it ill becomes them to be the perfons who are crying out 
for further importations. It ill becomes them to charge upon us 
the crime of ftirring up Infurredtions — upon us who are only 
adopting the very principles, which Mr. Long — which in part 
even the Legiflature of Jamaica itfelf, laid down in the time 
©f danger, with an avowed view to the prevention of any fuch 
calamity. 

The Houfe, I am fure will eafily believe it is no fmall fatis- 
fa&von to me, that among the many arguments for prohibit- 
ing the Slave Trade which crowd upon my mind ; the fe- 
curity of our Weft India pofleffions againft internal commo- 
tions, as well as foreign enemies, is among the moft promi- 
nent and molt forcible. And here let me apply to my two 
Right Honourable Friends, and afk them, whether in this part 
of the argument they do not fee reafon for immediate Abo- 
lition ? Why mould you any longer import into thofe coun- 
tries that which is the very feed of Infurre&ion and rebellion? 
Why (hould you perfift in introducing thofe latent principles . - 
of conflagration, which if they fhould once burft forth, may an*- 
nihilate in a fingle day the induftry of an hundred years ? 
Why will you fubje£r. yourfelves, with open eyes, to the evi- 
dent and imminent rifk of a calamity, which may throw you 
back a whole century in your profits, in your cultivation^ ia 
your progrefs to the emancipation* of ^oux , 5>\»ns& \ wA; S&- 
appointing at once every one of tYvefe ^o\&w\ »^^^***> 
may retard hot only the accompWftiaveul oS ^x>Wl ^^ 
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which I have attempted to defcribe, but may cut off even 
your opportunity of taking any one introductory ftep ? Let us 
begin from this time ! Let us not commit thefe important 
interefts to any further hazard ! Let us profecute this great 
objeel: from this very hour ! Let us vote that the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade fhall be immediate^ and not left to I know 
not what future time or contingency ! ' Will my Right Hon. 
Friends anfwer for the fafety of the Iflands during any ima- 
ginable intervening period ? Or do. they think that any little 
advantages of the kind which they ftate, can have any weight 
jn that fcale of expediency in which this great queftipn ought 
undoubtedly to be tried. 

Thus ftated, and- thus alone, Sir, can it be truly ftated, to 
jvhat does the whole of my Right Honourable Friend's argu- 
ments, on the head of expediency, amount ? It amounts 
but to this : — The Colonies on the one hand would have to 
ftruggle with fome few difficulties and difadvantages at the 
firft, for the fake of obtaining on the other hand immediate 
jfecurity to their leading interefts ; of enfuring, Sir! even their 
own po'itical exiftence ; and for the fake alfo of immediately 
commencing that fyftem of progreffive improvement in the 
condition of the Slaves, which is neceflaiy to raife them from 
the ftate of brutes to that of rational beings, but which never 
can begin until the introduction of thefe new difaffe<Sr.ed and 
dangerous Africans into the fame gangs, fhall have been 
flopped. 

If any argument can in the flighteft degree juftify the 
feverity that is now fo generally pradtifed in the treatment of 
the Slaves, it mult be the introduction of thefe Africans. It 
is the introduction of thefe Airicans that renders all idea of 
Emancipation t\ r ihe prefent fo chimerical ; and the very 
jnention of it fo dreadful. It is the introduction of thefe 
Africans that keeps down the condition of all Plantation Ne- 
gro f. Whatever fyftem of treatment is deemed necflary by 
the Planters to be adopted towards thefe new Africans, extends 
itfelf to the ether Slaves alfo ; inftead therefore of deferring 
the hour when you will finally put an end to importations, 
vainly purpofing that the condition of your prefent Slaves 
ihould previoufly be mended, you muft, in the very firft 
Jnftance, Hop your importations, if ^ovi Uo^c to introduce any 



X w ) 

rational or pra"£ti cable plan, either of gradual emancipation, 
or preferit general improvement- * 

Having now done with this queftion of expedience as afFefl:- 
ing the I Hands, I come next to a propofition advanced by my 
Right Honourable Friend, (Mr. Dundas,) which appeared ' 
to intimate, that on account of fome patrimonial rights of the 
Weft Indians, the prohibition of the Slave Trade might be 
confidered as an invafion of their lejjal inheritance. 

Now, in anfwer to this propofition, I muft make two or 
three remarks, which I think my Right Honourable Friend 
will find fome confiderable difficulty in anfwering : * 

Firft, I obferve that his argument, if it be worth anything, 
applies juft as much to gradual as immediate Abolition. I 
have no doubt, that at whatever period he fhould be difpoled 
to fay, the Abolition fhould actually take place, this defence 
will equally be fet up ; for it certainly is juft as good an argu- 
ment againft' an Abolition feven, or leventy years' hence, as 
againft an Abolition at this moment. It fuppofes, we have 
no right whatever to ftop the importations ; and even though 
the difadvantage to our plantations, which fome Gentlemen 
fuppofe to attend the meafurc of immediate Abolition, fhould 
•be admitted gradually to leflen by the lapfe of a few years, yet 
in point of principle, the abfence of all right of interference 
would remain the fame. My Right Honourable Friend, 
therefore, I am fure will not prefs an argument not lefs hoftile 
to his propofition than to ours. But let us inveftigate the 
foundation of this objection, and I will commence what I . 
have to fay, by putting a queftion to my Right Honourable 
Friend. It is chiefly on the prefumed ground of our being 
bound by a parliamentary fanclion heretofore given to the African 
Slave Trade, that this argument againft the Abolition is 
refted. Does then my Right Honourable Friend, or does 
any man in this Houfe think, that the Slave Trade has re- 
ceived any fuch parliamentary fan&ion, as muft place it , 
more out of the jurifdi&ion of the legiflature for ever after, 
than the other branches of bur national commerce ? I afk s 
is there any one regulation of any part of our commerce, 
which, if this argument be valid, may not equally be otv. 
je&ed to, on the ground of its affecting fome man's patri- 
mony, fome man's property, or fome tv\*.tv'^ ^^^£\sk>eA 
Let it never be forgotten that the ar^vitwwrtA *vsv cwss-aSxw%> 
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would be juft as ftrong, if the pofleffion affected were fmall, 
and the pofleflbrs humble; for on every principle of juftice, 
the property of any fingle individual, or fmall number of indi- 
viduals is as facred, as that of the great body of Weit In- 
dians. Juftice ought to extend her proration wjih ri^id im- 
partiality to the rich and to the pcor, to the powerful and to 
the humble. If this be the cafe, in what a fituation does my 
Right Honourable Friend's argument place the legidature of 
Britain? What room is left for their interfeience in the regu- 
lation of any part of our commerce? It is (carcely poflible to lay 
a duty on any one article, which may not when firft impofed, 
bq faid in fome way to affect the property of individuals, and 
even of fome entire claffes of the community. If the laws 
rclpecting the Slave Trade imply a contract for its perpetual 
continuance, I will venture to fay, there does not pafs a year 
without fome act, equally pledging the faith of parliament to 
the perpetuati ng of fome other branch of com merce. In fhort, 
I repeat my pbfervation, that no new tax ,can be impofed, 
much lefs can any prohibitory duty be ever laid on any branch 
of trade, that has before been regulated by parliament, if this 
principle be once admitted. 

* Before I refer ts> the acts of parliament by which the public 
faith is faid to be pledged ; let me remark alfo, that a contract 
for the, continuance of the Slave Trade, muft on the principles ' 
which I fhall prefently infift on, have been void, even from the 
beginning; for if this trade is an outrage upon juftice, and 
only another name for fraud, robbery and murder ; will any 
man urge that the legiflature could poflibly by any pledge 
whatever incur the obligation of being an acceflary, or I may 
even fay, a principal in the com million of fuch enormities, 
by fandtioning their continuance ? as well mightan individual 
think himfelf bound by a promife to commit an affaflination. 
I am confident, Gentlemen muft fee, that our proceeding on 
fuch grounds, would infringe all the principles of law, v and 
fubvert the very foundation of morality. 

Let ls now fee, how far the acts themfelves fliew that there 
is this fort of pari amentary pledge to continue the African 
Slave Trade. The Act of 23. Geo. II. C. 31, is that by 
which we arc fuppefed to be bound up by contract to fanction 
all thofe honois now fo incontrovertiby proved. How fur- 
prifed then Sir, muft the Houfe be to find, that by a daufe of 

their 



( iS3 ) 

- * 

their very aft, fome of thefe outrages are exprefsly forbidden! 
It fay c , <; No commander, or matter of a (hip trading to 
u Africa, dial! by fraud, force, or violence, or by any indi- 
<c reft praftice whatfoever, take on board cr carry away from 
a the coaft of Africa, any Negro, or Native of the faid 
w country, cr commitany violence on the Natives, to the pre- 
" judice of the faid trade, and that every perfon Co offending, 
u (hall for every fuch offence forfeit" — When it, comes to 
the penalty, forry am I to fay, that we fee too clofe a refem- 
blance to the Weft India law, which inflifts the payment of 
30I. as the punifliment for murdering a negro. The price 
of blood in Africa is iool. but even this penalty is enough 
to prove that the Aft at leaft does not fanftion, much lefe 
does it engage to perpetuate enormities ; and the whole trade 
has now been demonftrated to be a mafs, a fyftem of enormi- 
ties ; of enormities which incontrovertibly bid defiance not 
only to this claufe, but to every regulation which our inge- 
nuity can devife, and our power carry into effeft. Nothing 
can accomplifh the objeft of this claufe but an extinction of 
the trade itfelf. 

But, Sir, let us fee what was the motive fop carrying on 
the trade at all ? The preamble of the Aft ftates it, « Whereas 
iC the trade to and from Africa is very advantageous to Great 
" Britain, and necejfary for the fupplyifig the Plantations and 
<c Colonies thereunto belonging with a fujpeient number of 
u Negroes .at reafonable rates, and for that purpofe the faid 
u trade fhould be carried on," &c. — Here then we fee what 
the Parliament had in view when it palled this aft ; and I have 
clearly fhewn that not one of the occafions on which it ground- 
ed its proceedings now exifts. I may then plead, I think, the 
very aft itfelf as an argument for the Abolition. If it is fhewn, 
that inftead of being u very advantageous," to Great Britain, 
this trade is the moft deftruftive that can well be imagined to 
her interefts ; that it is the ruin of our feamen ; that it flops 
the extenfion of our manufactures. — If it is proved in the 
fecond place that it is not now neceflary for the " fupplying 
u our Plantations with Negroes ;" if it is further eftablifhed 
that this traffick was from the very beginning contrary to the 
firft principles of juftice, and confequently that a pledge for 
its continuance, had one been attempted to have been given, 

muft have been completely and abfolutely void — wh&t^tJfcssv 
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in this A6t of Parliament is the contract to be found, by which 
Britain is bound, as fhe is faid to be, never to liften to her 
own true interefts, and to the cries of the Natives of Africa ? 
Is it not clear that all argument, founded on the fuppofed 
. pledged faith of Parliament, makes againft thofe who employ 
it ? I refer you to the principles which obtain in other cafes. 
Every Trade A& (hews undoubtedly that the Legiflature is 
ufed to pay a tender regard to all clafTes of the community. 
But if for the fake of moral duty, of national honour, or even 
of great political advantage, it is thought right, by authority 
of Parliament, to alter any long eftablifned fyftem, Parliament 
is competent to do it. The Legiflature will undoubtedly be 
careful to fubje£fc individuals to as little inconvenience as 
poflible ; and if any peculiar hardihip fhould arife, that can 
be diftin&ly ftated, and fairly pleaded, there will ever, I am 
Aire, be a liberal feeling towards them in the Legiflature of 
this country, which is the guardian of all who live under its 
protection. On the prefent occafion, the moft powerful 
confiderations call upon us to Abolifh the Slave Trade ; and 
if we refufe to attend to them on the alleged ground of 
pledged faith and contract, we fliall depart as widely from 
the practice of Parliament, as from the path of moral duty. 
If indeed there is any cafe of hardfhip, which- comes within 
the proper cognizance of Parliament, and calls for trie exercife 
of its liberality, — well ! But fuch a cafe muft be referved 
for calm conflderation, as a matter xliftincl: from the prefent 
(jueftion. 

I beg pardon for dwelling fo long on the argument of ex- 
pediency, and on the manner in which it affects the Weft 
Indies. I have been carried away by my own Yeelirigs on 
fome of thefe points into a greater length than I intended, 
efpecially confidering how fully the fubjeft has been already 
argued. The refult of all I have faid, is, that there exifts no 
impediment, no obftacle, no fhadow of reafonable objection 
on the ground of pledged faith, or even on that of national 
expediency, to the Abolition of this trade. On the contrary, all 
the. arguments drawn from thofe fources plead for it, and they 
plead much more loudly, and much more ftrongly in every 
part of the queftion, for an immediate, than for a gradual 
Abolition* 
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But now, Sir, I come to Africa, That is the ground on 
which I reft, and here it is that I fay my Right Honourable 
Friends do not carry their principles to their full extent. — 
Why ought the Slave Trade to be aboliihed ? Because it 
js incurable Injustice. How much ftronger then Is the 

* argument for immediate, than gradual abolition ! By allowing 
it to continue even for one hour, do not my Right Honourable' 
Friends weaken — do not they defert, their own argument of 
its injuftice ? If on the ground of injuftice it ought to be 
abolished a£ laft, why ought it not now ? Why is injuftice 
to be fuffered to remain for a fingle hour ? From what I hear 
without doors, it is evident that there is a general conviction 
entertained of its being far from juft, and from that very con- 
viction, of its injuftice, fome men have been led, I fear, to 
the fuppofition, that the Slave Trade never could have been 
permitted to begin, but from fome ftrong and irrefiftible ne- 
ceflity; a neceffity, however, which if it was fancied to exift 
at firft, I have (hewn cannot be thought by any man whatever 
to exift now. This vplea of neceflity, thus prefumed, and 
prefumed, as I fufpeft, from the circumftance of injuftice *" 
itfelf, has caufed a fort of acquiefcence in the continuance of 
this evil. Men have been led to place it among the rank of 
thofe necejjary evt/s y which are fuppofed to be the lot of 
human creatures, and to be permitted to fall upon fome coun- 

" fries or individuals, rather than upon others, by that Being, 
whofe ways are infcrutable to us, and whofe difpenfations, it 
is conceived, we ought not to look into. The origin of evil 
is indeed a fubjecl: beyond the reach of human underftandings ; 
and the permiHion of it by the Supreme Being, is a fubjedt: 
into which it belongs not to us to inquire. But where the 
evil in queftion is a moral evil which a man can fcrutinize, 
and where that moral evil has its origin with our/elves, let us 
not imagine that we can clear our confciences bythis general, . 
not to fay irreligious and impious way of laying afide the quef- 
tion. If we reflect at all on this fubject, we muft fee that every 
neceffary evil fuppofes that fome other and greater evil' would 
be incurred were it removed : I therefore defire to a(k, what 
can be that greater evil, which can be ftated to overbalance 
the one in queftion? — I know of no evil that ever hai exijled^ 
nor can imagine any evil to exijl, tuorje than the tearm^ j$ 
eighty thousand persons annually from tW\r natvoe 
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land, by a combination of the moft civilized nations^ in the 
moft enlightened quarter of the globe; but more efpecially by 
that nation^ which calls herfelf the mojl free and the mojl happy 
tf 'them all. Even if thele miferabie beings were proved 
guilty of every crime before you take them off, of which how- 
ever not a fingle proof is adduced, ought we to take upon our- 
felves the office of executioners ? And even if we condefcend 
fo far, ftill can we be juftified in taking them, unlefs we have 
clear proof that they are criminals ? 

But if we go much further, — if we ourfelves tempt them to 
fell their fellow-creatures to us, we may reft affured, that they 
will take care to provide by every method, by kidnapping, by 
village-breaking, by unjuft wars, by iniquitous condemna- 
tions, by rendering Africa a fcene of bloodfhed and niifery, a 
fupply of victims increafing in proportion to our demand. — Can 
we then hefitate in deciding whether the wars in Africa are 
their wars or ours ? It was our arms in the River Cameroon 
put into the hands of the Trader, that furnifhed him with the 
means of pufhing his trade ; and I have no more doubt that 
they are Britifli arms, put into the hands of Africans, which 
promote univerfal war and defolation, than I can doubt their 
having done fo in that individual inftance. 

1 I have (hewn how great is the enormity of this evil, even 
on the fuppofition that we take only convifts and prifoners 
of war. But take the fubjeft in the other way; take it on 
the grounds ftated by the Right Honourable Gentleman over 
the way; and how does it ftand? Think of eighty thou- 
sand perfons carried away out of their country by we know not 
what means ! For crimes imputed ! For light or inconfider- 
able faults ! For debt perhaps ! For the crime of witchcraft ! 
Or a thoufand ether weak and fcandalous pretexts! Befldes 
all the fraud and kidnapping, the villainies and perfidy, by 
which the Slave Trade is fupplied. Reflect on thefe eighty 
thoufand perfons thus annually taken off! There is fewmething 
in the horror of it, that furpaffes all the bounds of imagina- 
tion: Admitting that there exifts in Africa fomething like 
to Courts of Juflice ; yet what an office of humiliation and 
meannefs is it in us, to take upon ourfelves to carry into 
execution the partial, the cruel, iniquitous fentences of fuch 
Courts, as if we alfo were ftran^eis to AV te&^vesa* and to 
the £rft principles of juftice. But tiraX cwaxftpj) Vi&Us^ 
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has been in fome degree civilized, and civilized by us. It is 
faid they have gained fome knowledge of the principles of 
juftice. What, Sir, have they gained principles of juftice 
from us? Is their civilization brought about by us!!! — Yes, 
we give them enough of our intercourfe to convey to them the 
means, and to initiate them in the ftudy of mutual deftru&ion. 
We give them juft enough of the forms of juftice to enable 
them to add the pretext of legal trials to. their other modes of 
perpetrating the moft atrocious iniquity. We give thera 
juft enough of European improvements, to enable them the 
more effectually to turn Africa into a ravaged wildernefs. 
Some evidences fay, that the Africans are addicted to the 
practice of gambling; that they even fell their wives and 
children, and ultimately themfelves. Are thefe then the le- 
gitimate fources of Slavery ? Shall we pretend that we can 
thus acquire an honeft right to exa£fc the labour of thefe 
people ? Can we pretend that we have a right to carry away 
to diftant regions, men of whom we know nothing by authen- 
tic inquiry, and of whom there is every reafonable prefumption 
to think, that thofe who fell them to us, have no right to do fo. 
But the evil does not ftop here. I feel that there is not 
time for me to make all the remarks which the fubjeifc de- 
ferves, and I refrain from attempting to enumerate half the 
dreadful confequences of this fyftem. Do you think nothing 
of the ruin and the miferies in whfch fo many other indivi- 
duals, ftill remaining in Africa, are involved in confequence 
of carrying off fo many myriads of people ? Do you think 
nothing of their families which are left behind ? Of the con- 
nections which are broken ? Of the friendfhips, attachments, 
and relationfhips that are burft afunder ? Do you think no- 
thing of the miferies in confequence, that are felt from gene- 
ration to generation? Of the privation of that happinefs which 
might be communicated to them by the introduction of civi- 
lization, and of mental and moral improvement ? A hap- 
pinefs which you with-hold from them fo long as you permit 
the Slave Trade to continue. What do you yet know of the 
internal ftate of Africa ? You have carriea on a Trade to that 
quarter of the globe from this civilized and enlightened coun- 
try ; but fuch a trade, that inftead of diffufing either knowledge 
or wealth, it has been the check to every taufc&ite ^wxfcaax- 
Inftead of any fair interchange o£ cotatiYO&tvav, vaksak * 
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conveying to them from this highly favoured land, any mean* 
cf improvement, you carry with you that noxious plant by 
which every .thing is withered and b'afted ; under whofe 
fhade nothing that is ufeful or profitable to Africa will ever 
fiouriQi or take root. Long as that continent has been 
known to navigators, the extreme line and boundaries of its* 
coafts is all with which Europe is yet become acquainted $ 
while other countries in the fame parallel of latitude through 
a happier fyftem of intercourfe have reaped the bleflings of a 
mutually beneficial commerce. But as to the whole interior 
©f that Continent you are, 'by your own principles of com- 
merce, as yet entirely (hut out : Africa is known to you 
only in its fkirts. Yet even there you are able to infufe a 
poiibn that fpreads its contagious effects from one end of 
it to the other, which penetrates to its very centre, corrupt- 
ing every- part to which it reaches. You there fubvert the 
whole order of nature ; you aggravate every natural barbari- 
ty, and furnifh to every man living on that Continent, mo- 
tives for committing, under the name and pretext of Com- 
merce, a£ts of perpetual violence and perfidy againft his 
neighbour. 

Thus, Sir, has the perverfion of Britifh commerce carried 
mifery inftead of happinefs to one whole quarter of the globe. 
Falfe to the very principles of trade, mifguided in our policy, 
and unmindful of our duty, what aftonifhing — I had almoft 
faid, what irreparable mifchief, have we brought upon that 

Continent ! 1 would apply this thought to the prefent 

queftion — How fhall we ever repair this mifchief? How fhall 
we hope to obtain, if it be poflible, forgivenefs from Hetven 
for thofe enormous evils we have committed, if we refufe to 
make ufe of thofe means which the mercy of Providence hath 
fiill referved to us for wiping away the guilt and fhame with 
which we are now covered. If we refufe even this degree of 
compenfation, if knowing the miferies we have caufed, we 
refufe even now to put a ftop to them^ how greatly aggravated 
will be the guilt of Great Britain ! and what a blot vyill the 
hiftory of thefe tranfa£tions for ever be in the hiftory of this 
country ! Shall we then delay to repair thefe- injuries, and 
to begin rendering this juftice to Africa ? Shall we not eount 
the days and hours that are fuffered to intervene and to delay 
the accompliflunent of fuch a work ? Reflect what an immenfe 
-* ' objeSt 
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objecl: is before you— -what an object for a nation to have in 
view, and to have a profpeft, under the favour of Providence, 
of being now permitted to attain! I think the Houfe will 
agree with me in cherifhing the ardent wifh to enter without 
delay, upon the meafures neceffary for theie great ends; and 
I am fure that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade 
is the firft, the principal, the mod indifpen fable aft of policy, 
of duty, and of juftice, that the Legiflature of this country . 
has to take, if it is indeed their wifh to fecure thofe important 
objects to which I have alluded, and which we are bound to 
purfue by the moft folernn obligations: 

There is, however, one argument fet up as an univerfel 
anfwer to every thing that can be^ urged on our fide ; whe- 
ther we addrefs ourfelves to Gentlemens understandings, or 
to their hearts and confciences. It is neceffary I fhould re- 
move this formidable objection ; for though not often ftated 
in diftincl: terms, ' I fear it is one which has a very wide in- 
fluence. The Slave Trade fyftem, it is fuppofed, has taken 
fo deep root in Africa, that it is abfurd to think of its being, 
eradicated ; and tie Abolition of that (hare of trade carried 
on by Great Britain (and efpecially if her example is not fol- 
lowed by other powers) is likely to be of very little fervice* 
Give me leave to fay in anfwer to fo dangerous ah argu- 
ment, that we ou ;ht to be extremely fure indeed of the af- 
fumption on which it refts, before we venture to rely on its 
validity ; before we decide that an evil which we ourfelves 
contribute to inflicT: is incurable, and on that very plea, re- ' 
fufe to defift from bearing our part in the fyftem which pro- 
duces it. You are not fure, it is faid, that other nations will 
give up the trade, if you fhould renounce it. I anfwer, if 
this trade is as criminal as it is afferted to be, or if it has in 
it a thoufandth part of the criminality, which I, and others, 
after thorough inveftigation of the fubject, charge upon it; 
GOD forbid that we fhould hefitate in determining to relin- . 
quifh fo iniquitous a traffic ; even though it fhould be re- 
tained by other countries. GQD forbid, however, that we 
fhould fail to do our utmoft towards inducing other countries 
to abandon a bloody commerce which they have probably 
been in good meafure led by our example to purfue. GOD 
forbid that we fhould be capable of wifhing to arrogate to 
ourfelves the glory of being lingular in renouncing it I 
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I tremble at the thought of Gentlemens indulging therrt-* 
(elves in this argument (an argument as pernicious as it is fu- 
tile) which I am combating. " We are, friends,*' fay they* 
44 to humanity. We are fecond to none of you in our zeal for 
44 the good of Africa, — but the French will not abolifh,— the 
44 Dutch will not abolifh. We wait therefore on prudential 
44 principles till they join us, or fet us an example." 

How, Sir ! Is this enormous evil ever to be eradicated, 
if every nation is thus prudentially to wait till the concurrence 
of all the world (hall have been obtained ?— Let me remark 
too, that there is no nation in Europe that has, on the one hand, 
plunged fo deeply into this guilt as Britain ; or that is fo 
likely, on the other, to be looked up to as an example, if (he 
fhould have the manlinefs to be the firft in decidedly renouncing 
it. But, Sir, does not this argument apply a thoufand times 
more ftrongly in a contrary way ? How much more juftly may 
other nations point to us y .and fay, " Why fhould we abolifh 
44 the Slave Trade, when Great Britain has not abolifhed ?-— 
4C Britain, free as (he is, juft and honourable as (he is, and 
a deeply alfo involved as fhe is in this commerce above all 
41 nations, not only has not abolifhed, but has rcfufed t$ 
<c aboli/b.*— She has inveftigated it well;. fhe has gained the 
4< completed infight into its nature and effects ; fhe h^s col- 
44 lecTed volumes of evidence on every branch of the fubje&, 
44 Her Senate has deliberated —has deliberated again and 
<c again — and what is the refult ? She has gravely and folemnly 
cc determined tofanftion the Slave Trade. She fan&ions it at 
44 leaft for a while — her Legiflature therefore, k is plain, fees 
44 no guilt in it, and has thus furnifhed us with the ftrongeft 
44 evidence that fhe can furnifh, — of the juftice unqueftionably, 
4< —and of the policy alfo, in a certain meafure and in certain 
44 cafes at leait, of permitting this traffick to continue." 

This, Sir, is the argument with which we furnifh the 
other Nations of Europe, if We again refufe to put an end 
to the Slave Trade. Inftead therefore of imagining, that by 
chufing to prefume on their continuing it, we lhall have 
exempted ourfelves from guilt, and have transferred the whole 
criminality to them ; let us rather refleft that on the very 
principle urged againft us, we (hall henceforth have to an- 
fwer for their crimes, as well as our own. We have ftrong 
fea/bns t# believe that it depend* upovx us* whether other 
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countries will perfift in this blctody trader dr $o{. Already 
we have fuffered one year to pals away, and now that the 
queftion is renewed, a proportion is made fdr gradual, witty 
the view of preventing Immediate abolition; I know the 
difficulty that exifts in attempting to reform long-eftabli&etj 
abufes ; and I know the danger arifipg from the argument i# 
favour of delay, in the cafe of evils which neverthej[efs are 
thought too enormous to be borne, whe^l confidercd ajs pexr 
petual. But by propofmg feme other peridd than the pre- 
sent, by prefcribing fome condition, by waiting for fonifc 
contingency, or by refufing to proceed tflj a thoufaoa far 
vourable circumflances unite together ; perhaps until we 
obtain the general concurrence of Europe ; (a concurrence 
which I believe never yet took place at the commencement 
gf any one improvement in policy or in morals) year after 
year efcapes, and the moft enormous evils go unrfcdrefled. 
We fee this abundantly exempliSed, not only in public^ but 
in private life. Similar obfervatioris have been often applied 
to the cafe of perfonal reformation. If you go into the ftreefc 
it isfcji chance but the firft perfon who crofles you is one* 
<l Vivendi re&e qui prorogat horam." We may wait ; we 
may delay to crofs the ftream before us, till it has run downs 
but we mall wait for ever, for the river will ftilj flow on* 
without being exhaufted. We lhall be no nearer the obje£$ 
which we profefs to have in view, £o long as the ftep, which 
alone can bring us to it, is not taken. Until the adual, the 
only remedy is applied, we ought neither to flatter ourfe]ve$ 
that we have as yet thoroughly laid to heart the evil w£ 
affe& to deplore ; nor that there is as vet any reafonabld 
affurance, of its being brought to an a£tual termination. 

It has alfo been occafionaBy urged, that there is fomething 
in the difpofition and nature of the Africans themfejves, whicE 
renders all profped of civilization on that continent extreme!/ 
unpromifing. " It has been known" (fays Mr. Frazer, in 
his evidence) * c that a. boy has been put to death* wj\p was. 
refitted to be purchafed a$ a flave." This jingle ftory waft 
deemed by that Gentleman a Sufficient proof of the barbarity 
of the .Africans, and of the iijutiljjty of abolifliing tfe SJave 
Trade. My Honourable Friend, hpwever, has told you, 
that this boy had jareviqufly run away ..from his m^^ws&v 
fcveral times ; that the maftet had to pa* Tais N&vvt ^wi^ : 
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to the cuftom of his country, every time he was brought 
back ; and that partly from anger at the boy for running 

, away fo frequently, and partly tp prevent a ftill further re- 
petition of the fame expenfe, he determined to put him to 
death.— Such was the explanation of the ftory given in the 
crofs examination. .This, Sir, is the fignal inftance that has 
been dwelt upon of African barbarity — -This African, we ad- 
mit, was unenlightened^ and altogether barbarous : but let us 
now mflc what would a civilized and enlightened Weft Indian, of 
a body of Weft Indians, have done in any cafe of a parallel 
nature ? — I will quote you, Sir, a law, pafled in the Weft 
Indies, in the year 1722, which, in turning over the book I 
happened juft now to caft my eye upon ; by which law, this 
very fame crime of running away, is, by the legiflature of th# 
ifland — by the grave and deliberate fentence of that enlighten* 
ed legiflature, punijhed with death : and this, not in the cafe 
only, of the third offence, but even in the very jirft inftance. 
It is enafled " that if any Negro, or other flave (hall with- 
w draw himfelf from his mafter, for the term of fix months ; 
a or any flave that was abfeht, (hall not return within that time, 
<c it (hall be adjudged felony, and every fuch perfon (hall fufFer 
" death." There is alfo another Weft Indian law, by which 
every Negro's hand is armed againft his fellow-negroes, by his 
feeing authorized to kill a runaway Slave, and even having 
a reward held out to him for doing fo. Let the Houfe now 
Contraft the two cafes. Let them aflc themfelves which of 
the two exhibits the greater barbarity ?-r-Let them refleft, 
With a little candor and liberality, whether on the ground of 
any of thofe fefts, and loofe insinuations as to the (kcrifices 
to be met with in the evidence, they can poffibly reconcile 
to themfelves the excluding of Africa from all means of civi- 
lization ? Whether they can poffibly vote for the continuance 
of the Slave Trade upon the principle, that the Africans have • 
fliewn themfelves to be a race of incorrigible barbarians?^ 

I hope, therefore, we (hall hear no more of the moral iiri^ 
poflibility of civilizing the Africans, nor have our under* 
Standings and confeiences again irifulted, by being called upon to 
fan&ion the Slave Trade, until other nations (hall have fet 
the example of aboli(hing it. While we have been deliberat- 
ing upon the fubjeft, one nation, not ordinarily taking the 

lead in politics, nor by any meau% rcmxYi&ft fo\ \h& \*MadTs 
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*f its councils, has determined on a gradual Abolition ; a 
determination, indeed, which, fince it permits for a time 
the exiftence of the Slave Trade, would be t an unfortunate 
pattern for our imitation. France, it is faid, will take up the. 
Trade, if we relinquish it. What ? Is it fuppofed that in the 
prefent lituation of St. Domingo, of an Ifland which ufed to 
take three-fourths of all the Slaves required by the Colonies 
of France, (he, of all countries, will think ox taking it up I 
What countries remain ? The Portuguefe, the Dutch, and th$ 
Spaniards. Of thofe countries let me declare it is mv opinion, 
that if they fee us renounce the Trade, after full deliberation, 
they will not be difpofed, even on principles of policy, to rufl| 
further into it. — But I fay more: How are they to furniih the 
Capital neceflary for carrying it on ? If there is any aggravsu 
tion of our guilt, in this wretched bufmefs, greater than 
Another, it is that we have /looped to be the carriers of theft 
miferable beings from Africa to the Weft Indies for all the 
other powers of Europe. And now, Sir, if we retire from 
the Trade altogether, I afk, Where is that fund which is to 
be railed at once by other nations, equal to the purchafe of 3Q 
or 40,000 Slaves ? A fund, which if we rate them at 40 U 
or.501. each, cannot make 2. capital of lefs than a million and 
a half, or two millions of money. From what branch of 
their commerce is it that thefe European nations will draw 
together a fund to feed this monfter P—lo keep alive this detejiabte 
commerce ?— And even if they fhould make the attempt, will 
not that immenfe Chafm, which miift inftantly be created in 
the other parts of their trade, from which this vaft capital muft 
be withdrawn in order to fupply the Slave Trade, be filled 
up by yourfelves ?— Will not thefe branches of commerce 
which they muft leave, and from which they muft with/draw 
their iriduftry and their capitals, in order to apply them to the 
Slave Trade, be then taken up by Britifh merchants? — Will 
you not even in this cafe, find your capital flow into thefe 
deferted channels ? — Will not your capital be turned from the 
Slave Trade to that natural and innocent commerce from whicfy 
they muft withdraw their capitals in proportion as they take up 
the traffick in the flefh and blood of their fellow-creatures ? 

The Committee fees, I truft, how little ground of objec- 
tion to our pwpofitfon there is in this pa«rt pf ouj: ^cvfesv^ 
argument. „ m 



Having now detained the Houfe fa long, all that I wijl 
further add, (hall be on that important fubjeft, the civU 
ligation of Africa, which I have already fliewn that I coji- 
jfider as the leading feature in tfii$ queftion, Grieved am I 
to think that there ihould be a fingle perfon in this coun- 
try, much more that there fhould be a fingle meinter in 
the Britifh Parliament, who can look on the prefent dark 
uncultivated arid Uncivilized ftate of that continent, as a 
ground for continuing the Slave Trade,— as aground not 
Only for refufing to attempt the improvement of Africa, but 
fcven for hindering and intercepting every ray of light which 
might otherwife break in upon her,-r-as a ground for re- 
fufing to her the common chance and the common means^ 
with which other nations have been biefled, of emerging from 
their native barbarifm, 

fjere, as in every other branch of this extenfive queftion, 
the argument of our adverfaries pleads again ft them ; for, 
furely, Sir, the preferit deplorable ftate of Africa, efpeciaUy 
when we reflect that her chief calamities are to be afcribed 
to us, calls for our generous aid, rather than iuftifies any 
flefpair on our part of her recovery, and ftill lefs any fur- 
ther repetition of our injuries. 

. I will not much longer fatigue the attention of the Houfe \ 
But this point has impreflfed itfelf fo deeply on my mind, that I 
muft trouble the Committee with a few additional obferyat ions. 
fat we juftified, I afk, on any one ground of theory, or 
by any one inftance to be found in the hiftory of the world, 
from its very beginning to this day, in forming the fuppo- 
fition which I am now combating ? Are we juftified in fup- 
pofing that the particular practice which we encourage in 
Africa, of men's felling each other for flaves, is any fymptom 
of a l>arbarifm that is incurable ? Are we juftified in fup- 
pofing that even the practice of offering up human facrifices 

E roves a total incapacity for civilization ? I believe it will 
e found (and perhaps much more generally than is fup- 
pofed) that both the trade in flaves, and the ftill more fa- 
ta£e cuflorn of offering human facrifices, obtained in former 
periods, throughout many of thofe nations which now, by 
the bjemngs of Providence, and by a long prpgreifion of im- 
provements, arc advanced the fartheft in civilization, I be- 
Jicve, Sir, that, if we will refteSt axv fci&a^ ^ Mk W 
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that this tfbfcrvation conies direftly home to #ur own fehei\ 
and that, on the fame ground on which we now are difpoSe4 
to proscribe Africa for ever, from all poflibijity of improve- 
ment, we ourfehes might, in like manner, have been pro- 
scribed and for ?ver (hut out from all the bleffings which we 
now enjoy. 

There was a time, Sir, which it may be fit Sometimes to 
revive in the remembrance of our countrymen, when even 
human Sacrifices are fa id to have been offered in thi> ifland. 
But I would peculiarly obferve on this day, for it is a cafe 
, prccifely in point, that the very practice of the Slave Trade 
. once prevailed among us. Slaves, as we may read in Henry's 
Hiftory of Great Britain, were formerly an eflabliflxd article of 
. our exports. u Great numbers," he fays, u were exported like 
* cattle, from the Britifh coaft, and were to be Seen expofed 
" for fale in the Roman market." It does not diftin&ly ap- 
pear, by what means they were procured j but there was un* 
queftionablv no fmall refemblance, in this particular point,, be- 
tween the cafe of our ancefiors and that of the prefent wretched 
natives of Africa — for the hiftorian tells you that 4<x adultery f 
*' witchcraft and debt were probably fome of the chief Sources 
iC of Supplying the Roman market with Britifli Slaves— -that 
^ c prisoners taken in war were added, to the number— and that 
? c there might be among them fome unfortunate gamejlert 
*' who, after having loft all their goods, at length ftaked 
" themSelves, their wives, and their children." Every one of 
thefe Sources of flavery has been ftated, and almoft preciSely 
in the lame terms, to be at this hour a Source of flavery in 
Africa. And thefe circumftances, Sir, with a Solitary inftance 
w two of human Sacrifices, furnilh the alleged proofs, that 
Africa labours under a natural, incapacity for civilization $ 
that it is enthufiafm and fanatic ifm to think that (he can ever 
enjpy the knowledge and. the morals of Europe 5 that Provi- 
dence never intended her tQ rife above a ffate of barbarifm j 
that Providence has irrevocably doomed her to be only a nurfcry 
for Slaves for us free and civilized Europeans. Allow of thi$ 
principle, as applied to Africa, and I fhould be glad. to. Jcnow 
why it might not alfo have been applied to ancient and uncivil 
lifced Britain* Why might not SomeRoraan Senator* reaSonin^ 
on the principles of Some Honourable GstvxV&torts %jeA v^vx-* 
fog. to JSritiJb Barbarians 1 have prifttftei x*\fcw *^k\>0&N£*. 
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a There is a people that will never rife to civilization— thert 
m is a people deftined never to be free — a people without the 
" understanding neceffary for the attainment of ufeful arts j 
* depreffed by the hand of nature below the level of the 
a human fpecies j and created to form a fupply of Slaves for 
u the reft of the world." Might not this have been faid, 
according to the principles, which we now hear (rated in all 
refpe&s as fairly and as truly of Britain herfelf, at that period 
of her hiftory, as it can now be faid by us of the inhabitants 
of Africa ? 

We, Sir, have long fince emerged from barbarifm- — we have 
almoft forgotten that we were once barbarians— we are now 
raffed to a fttuation which exhibits a ft ri king contraft to every 
circumftance, by which a Roman might have chara&erized us, 
and by which we now characterize Africa. There is indeed 
one thing wanting to complete the contraft, and to clear us 
altogether from the imputation of a&ing even to this hour a£ 
Barbarians ; for we continue to this hour a barbarous traf- 
fick in Slaves: we continue it even yet in fpite of all our 
great and undeniable pretenfions to civilization. We were 
once as obfeure among the nations of the earth, as favage 
in our manners, as debafed in our morals, as degraded iri 
obr underftandings, as thefe unhappy Africans are at pre* 
fent. But m the lapfe of a long feries of years, by & pro- 
greflion flow, and for a time, almoft imperceptible, wg 
have become rich in a variety of acquirements, favoured 
above meafure in the gifts of Providence, unrivalled in com * 
merce, pre-eminent in arts, foremoft in the purfuits of phi- 
lofophy and fcience, and eftabliftied in all the bleflings of 
civil (ociety : We are in the pofleflion of peace, of happinefs, 
and of liberty ; we are under the guidance of a mild and be- 
neficent religion; and we are prote&ed by impartial laws, and 
the pureft adminiftration of juftice; we are living under at 
fyftem of government, which our own happy experience leads 
us to pronounce, the beft and wife ft which has ever yet been 
framed ; a fyftem -which has become the admiration of the 

' world. From all thefe b) tilings, we muft for ever have been; 

(hut our* had there been any truth in thofe principles which 

fome Gentlemen have not hefitated to lay down as applicable 

to the c&fe pf Africa.— Had thofe principles* been truei wc 

cmrfclves had Janguifced to this hour in taafc m\fet?Mte &*r. <& 



C **7 ) v 

ignorance, brutality, and degradation, in which hilrory prove* 
our anceftors to have been immerfcd. Had other nations 
adopted thefe principles in their condu& towards us ; had other 
nations applied to Great Britain the reafoning which fome of 
the Senators of this very Ifland now apply to Africa, — aget^ 
might have pafled without our emerging from barbarifm ; and- 
we who are enjoying the bleflings of Britifh civilization, of 
Britifh laws, and Britifh liberty, might, at this hour, have 
been little fuperior, either in morals, in knowledge, or re- 
finement, to the rude inhabitants of the Coaft of Guinea. 

If then we feel that this perpetual confinement in the fetters- 
of brutal ignorance, would have been the greateft calamity ' 
which could have befallen us i if we view with gratitude and • 
exultation the contraft between the peculiar bleflings we enjoy, 
and the wretchednefs of the ancient inhabitants of Britain, — 
if we fhudde/ to think of the mifery which would ftill. have 
overwhelmed us, had Great Britain continued to the prefent 
times to be the mart for Slaves to the more civilized nation? 
of the world, through fome cruel policy of theirs, GOD fojr 
bid that we fhould any longer fubje& Africa to the fame dread- 
ful fcourge, and preclude the light of knowledge, which has 
reached e^ry other quarter of the globe, from having ac- 
cefs to her coafts. 

I truft we (hall no longer continue this commerce, to the 
deftru&ion of every improvement on that wide Continent ; and 
Jhall not confider ourfelves as conferring too great a boon, in 
reftoring its inhabitants to the rank of human beings. I truft 
we fhall not think ourfelves too liberal, if, by Abolifhing the 
Slave Trade, we give them the fame common chance of 
civilization with other parts of the world, and that we fhall now 
allow to Africa the opportunity — the hope— -the profpeS of 
attaining to the fame bleflings which we ourfelves, through the 
favourable difpenfations of Divine Providence, have been per- 
mitted, at a much more early period, to enjoy. If we Hften 
to the voice of reafon and duty, and purfue this night the line; 
of conduct which they prefer ibe, fome of us may liy$ to fee 
a reverfe of that pi&ure, from which we qow turn ou% eyes 
With fhame and regret. We may live to behold the Natives of 
Africa, engaged in the calm occupations of; ijiduftry, in the pur- 
fuits of a juft an$ legitimate commerce. Wfc <svifr§ \^WA<^r; 
beams of fchsnee and f hilofopby \Ke*fcm&\t\ v\^tv^€\\\w^ 
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^rfiich it (bine happy period in (till later times may Ha&e with 
tfull luftne j and joining their influence to that of pure re* 
iigion, may illuminate and invigorate the moft diftant ex- 
tremities of that immenfe continent. Then may we hope 
that even Africa (though laft of all the quarters of the globe) 
(hall enjoy at length in the evening of her days, thofc blef- 
fings which have defednded fo plentifully upon us in a much 
earlier period of the world. Then alfo will Europe, partici- 
pating in her improvement and profperity, receive an ample 
recompenfe for the tardy kiridnefs, (if kindnefs it can be 
caHed) of no longer hindering that continent from extricating 
Jierfelf out of the darknefs which, in other more fortunate 
legions, has been fo cnuch more fpeedily dispelled. 

Nos frimm efuis orient ajfflavit a/iheSs ; 
lllit fcr* rubens acceniil lumina vefper. 

Then, Sir, may be applied to Africa, thofe words originally. 
ufed indeed with a diflkrem view : * 

Jilt demum exaflis • <> • — 



Devenere locos bctoi\, tt atneena vireta • 

Fortunatorum nemorurn^ fedifque bcatas ; . , 

Largior hie compos JEther it ktmine veftit 
Purpura : 

It is in this view, Sir, — it is an atonement for our long and 
cruel irijuftice towards Africa, that the meafure ^ropofed by 
my Honourable Friend moft fc ncrbly recommends itfelf t® my 
mind. The -great and happy change to be expe&ed in the 
iiate of her inhabitants,* ts -of 41II the various avid important 
benefits of the Abolition, in my eftioiation, incomparably the 
moft extenfive and important. 

I {hull v#e, *S*r, againft the adjournment; and lihall alfo 
ogpofe to the utmoft every -prepofit ion, whrcK in any Way majf 
tqnd ^fther to prevent, or even to poftpone for an hour, the 
total A%Olitibh45f the-Shve Trade: a meafure whrcfo, on all 
<fte various' vgjpimds which I'haveftated, we are Bound, by 
the mdft preW^; and indHpenfl&le duty, to adopt; 
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Sir William Dolben, Chairman of the Committee, 
then (aid, that the Motion originally made, was, " That it is 
u the opinion of this Committee, that the Trade carried on by 
» <c Britifh fubje&s for the purpofe of obtaining Slaves on the 
<c Coaft of Africa' ought to be aboliflied :" fince which it 
had been moved, that the word, u gradually," fhould be in- 
fcrted after the words, w ought to be," and before the word, 
€<r abolifhed ;" and that fince moving the above amendment, 
a motion had been made for the Chairman now to leave the 
Chair. The queftion which he had to put therefore, was, 
u That the Chairman fhould now leave the Chair." On 
which the Committee having divided, 

The Ayes were ----- 87' 
Noes -------- 234 

Majority againft Mr, Jenkinfon's Motion, that 

the Chairman fhould lea ve the Chair, - 147 



Sir William Dolben then put the Queftion, that the 
word, <% gradually," fhould be inferted in Mr. Wilberforce's , 
Motion. The Committee having divided, 

The Ayes, (for inferting the word 

" gradually,") were - - - 10,3 

The Noes, (againft agreeing that the Abo- 
lition fhould be gradual) were 125 

Majority in favour of gradual Abolition, rather 

than an immediate one, - * - - - 68 



The Chairman then put the amended Queftion, viz. 
c< That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Tradfe 
" carried on by Britifh Subje&s for the purpofe pf obtaining 
" Slaves on the Coaft of Africa, ought to be gradually 
'* aboliihed." The Committee having divided, 

The Ayes {for a gradual Abolition,) were 
The Noes (againft any Abolition,) were - 

Majority for agreeing to a gradual AJaotoxkot^ - ^AS 

M W 




44 
44 
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The Houfe having on the 25th of April refolved itfelf in- 
to the fame Committee, Sir William Dolben being in 
the Chair, the Right Honourable iVlr. Dundas moved, 
<c That it fhall i.ot ! e lawful to import any African Ne- 
groes into any . ritifh Colonies or Plantations, in Ships 
owned or naviga ed by Britifli bubje&s, at any time after 
4< the Firft Day of January, 1800." 

Upon which LoivD Mornington moved, as an Amend- 
ment, that the \ear u 1793/' he fubftituted in the place of 
the year u 18 o." 

After a long debate, the Committee having divided, the 

Ayes in favour of Lord Mornington's amendment were, 109 
Noes, --------- -_»-.. 158 

Majority againft abolifhing the Slave Trade 

on January 1, 1793, - - - - - - 49 



On the 28th of April, the Houfe having again refolved 
itfelf into the fame Committee, Mr. Beaufoy being in the 
Chair, the Right Honourable Mr. Dundas again moved, 
w That it fhall not be lawful to import any African Negroes 
<€ into any Britifli Colonies or Plantations, in Ships owned 
c< or navigated by Britifli Subjects, at any time after the 
u Firft Day of January, 1800." 

Upon which Lord Mornington moved as an amendment, 
That the year u 1795" be fubftituted in the place of the 
year 1800." 

Trie Committee, after a long debate having divided, the 

Ayes , in favour of Lord Mornington's amendment, were 1 2 r 

Noes, "- ------------- 161 

Majority againft abolifhing the Slave Trade 

in the year 1795^ - ----- 40 



%tt> 



. -« 
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Sir Edward Knatchbull then moved, that the year 
<c 1796," fhould be fubftituted in the place of the yea* 
" 1800." 

The Committee having divided, the 

Ayes, in favour of Sir E. KnatchbulFs amendment, were *5i 

Noes ---- - «_---._'» 13a 



' Majority in favour of Sir E. KnatchbulFs amend- 
ment for abolifhing the Slave Trade on the 
Firft of January, 1796, - - - - - - - 19 



FINIS. 
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